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January, 1981

OIL AGAIN? I am told that the London Evening Standard and the Manchester
Evening News have been saying that further oil drilling may take place in our
parish. Nothing could, so far as I know, be further from the truth, since no
oil was found here in 1979. It may well be that further drilling will be undertaken
a parish or two away from us, though I have heard nothing definite about this.
If it does, perhaps the ex-Action Committee will go into action again?!!
These erroneous reports are probably due to the fact that once a village gets
into the news for any reason - as ours inevitably does - people assume that it
will continue to do so; and also because of our unusual name.
"ROOTS OF ENGLAND" BOOK: Some of you will have seen the book by now - like
all books these days, very expensive, although well-produced. I was able to have
quite a few points corrected, but quite unable to get the BBC to put the balance
right. For example, they did not mention farming, and indeed told me that our
farming was an incidental matter in respect of the village! That is a townee
additude indeed! There is ·always much talk about the decline of rural areas
because we employ so few men in farming these days. True enough; but here
in Guiting it much be remembered that about half the Trust's income comes from
farm rents - and is thus recycled into the village. We should never be able to
contemplate the new building work we do were it not for that very important
source of income - we should be hard pressed to carry out maintenance and
improvements on our house rents alone, relatively low as these are in order
to keep local people in their area.
Again, I could not persuade the BBC even to mention the fact that we have our
own building team. This not only gives more local employment but also enables
us to do work which we could not otherwise afford since we don't try to make
any profit. From time to time I hear of quotes for work from building firms
and each time I get a shock which is even worse than those I get when we cost
out our own work!
And finally, the chapter on Guiting reads as though I did everything on my own as though I could have done without the help and support of a number of
people. These include my wife, our Trustees, and our farm and building staffs
with Arthur Harding and Eric Sharratt. None of these were mentioned in the
book, to my considerable distress. All the media people love to take one man
and make a fuss of him - their "personality cult" is unfair and misleading. And
of course they always ask about the financial aspect - as though this was what
mattered most. It doesn't - ideas and initiative and damned hard work should
count for much more. The French have a good saying, "L'homme ce n'est rien,
I'oeuvre c 'est tout" - the man is nothing, the work is everything. We should all
remember that; and also, that the greater our privileges, the greater our
responsibilities.
I think - and devoutly hope - that the film will be fairer than the book.
news as yet, of the date of showing.

No

THE LATE MR STOW CLIFFORD: Mr. Clifford, who died recently of a heart
attack after an operation, had farmed Glebe Farm for many years. The family
came here from Oddington, his father having been the original tenant. This
holding was a very inadequate one of some 60 acres beyond Dyer's Hill, with
totally inadequate buildings in what was rightly then called Cow · Muck Alley.
When we reorganised the land, we added 40 acres along the Windrush, and provided
good buildings. Mr. Clifford was thus able to establish a useful herd of
Friesians. But unfortunately he had a coronary in 1968, so he had to give up
the strenuous job of milking, continuing with his arable and store cattle.
We send our sympathy to David, Jackie and Jill in their loss, so soon after the
death of their mother. And also to Mrs. Betty Taylor who has been an everpresent help in all the family problems and illnesses.

THE LATE MR JUBB: Mr. Jubb, has also died after a lengthy illness. He had
not been with us long, but had settled down very happily at Latimer Court,
where he will be much missed by his neighbours. Our sympathy goes to his
daughter who cared for him so well.
PARK ING: When I came here in 1958, I found the Parish Council worrying
about the parking of lorries. At that time, the only parking place in the whole
village was the Square! (Of course there were only about two dozen Guiting
cars then - not something like the present 100!) I felt that the best place
would be in Tally-ho Lane, where there was then ample screening with elm trees
and an overgrown hedge. So we sacrificed a bit of Quarry Ground which has
been used ever since. And although we lost the elms, we have replanted
sycamores, and have never laid the hedge. All this works pretty well - anyhow
when lorries are not tipped up as they sometimes are.
But it sometimes happens that non-local commercial vehicles, sometimes painted
as mobile advertisements, are left about in other parking places where they are
eyesores. Will their drivers please leave them in the lorry park where they
would be unobstrusive?
And will people please not park on any part of the roads across the Upper Green?
SPORTS FIELDS GATE : We are constantly having to shut this 12 ft. gate which
people leave open. The other day I found a car parked in the actual gateway minus driver of course. 'The gate won't stand this treatment, and anyhow it is
meant for maintenance access and special functions only. We may have to padlock
it.

ERRORS IN GAZETTE: Will people please let us know, in writing, by the
20th of the preceeding month, of all functions, meetings and services which they
want us to include in the forthcoming issue? We do our best, but don't always
get all the co-operation we should like.
A VERY GOOD NEW YEAR TO GUITING!
Raymond Cochrane

I
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(UNLESS SHOWN TO BE ELSEWHERE)
The following take place every week

JANUARY

Pre-School Playgroup (restarts 12th Jan.)
Mothers and Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7. 30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 a. m.

Sunday

Badminton

Monday

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING JANUARY
Saturday 3rd

Football.

Whitbread Flowers v Guiting Power

Wednesday 7th

Cheery Club

2.30 p.m.

Badminton

Home

Guiting 2nd v Prestbury

Away

PARISH COUNCIL

7. 30 p. m.

Saturday 1Oth

Football.

Home

Tuesday 1 3th

Badminton

Guiting Power v Andoversford
Guiting 2nd v Moreton

Home

Wednesday 14th Women's Institute Party

7. 30 p. m.

Saturday 17th

Football.

Away

Wednesday 21st

Village Hall Management Committee
Badminton

Saturday 24th

Football.

Wednesday 28th

Badminton

Saturday 31 st

Football.

Eagle Star v Guiting Power

Guiting lst v Glevum
Guiting Power v Gretton Rovers
Broadway v Guiting 2nd
Dowty Staverton v Guiting Power

Home
Home
Away
Away

CHURCH SERVICES
JANUARY
St. Michael's

Baptist Church

Sunday

4th

Parish Communion

11.lSa.m.

1 lth

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

18th

Matins

11.lSa.m.

25th

Evensong

6. 00 p.m.

Sunday School

11.00 a.m.

Evening Service

6.00 p.m.

Every Sunday

GUITING POWER
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GUI TING IN 1798: I have had occasion recently, in connection with the piece
of land alioted to the Lay Rector and Churchwardens for repairs to our Parish
Church, to struggle with the Enclosure Award of 1798. (I say "struggle" because
it consists of a number of sheets some 2 ft. 4 ins. wide and 2 ft. deep, filled
with continuous handwriting without paragraphs, and some lines are missing.
in my photo-copy because of folds in the original parchment). The tragedy
is that .its accompanying map has been lost so that it is hard if not impossible
to identify pieces of land, especially if their names have been changed.
But it is possible to find the names of all the freeholders and tenants ( Jntil
then, copy-holders) who held houses in the parish, some of which were occupied
by others. There were 22 who held 32 houses under which John Walker - he
who had bought the manorial estate three years previously - . two who held under
Mr. Powell Snell of the Grange, and one who held under Corpus Christi College.
There were 14 freeholders who between them owned 26 houses.
We thus arrive at a total of 37 houses held under landowners and 26 held by
freeholders, plus John Walker's Manor House, Mr. Snell's Grange and whatever
other houses (or should I say? hovels) were occupied by menials not mentioned.
I think there must have been some other houses than these 65, because when
the first 10-year census was taken three years later, in 1801, the population
of the parish was 401. I doubt that, even then, there would have been as many
as six persons on average in every house!
Be that as it may - and this all refers to Guiting before its great bulge of
activity and population in tbe early nineteen hundreds - we have a list of 37
occupiers of houses in the village in 1798, which I append here so that people
may trace any ancestors or relations among them. Only two are given occupations John Trinder, the Constable, and John Hunt who had a bakehouse where he
presumably baked.y Surprisingly few names still persist here, at least in the main
line, which goes to support the theory that the populations of villages changed
a great deal even 200 or so years ago.
Thomas Belcher
Jonathan Carter
John Clapton
Thomas G rinall
Mary Grinning
Ann Etheridge
Joseph Hands
Thomas Dowdeswell
Samuel Harris
William Hunt
Stephen Manly
Elizabeth Maul
William Robbins
Charles Rowe
William Belcher
Richard Belcher
Ann Etheridge
John Gilson
John Hunt
William Hunt
Exec. William Wood

John Sadler
Robert Sadler
William Thornhill
William Wood
Jane Williams
Jane Wood
John Wood
John Humphries
Nathaniel Mason
John Smith

John Humphries
John Sadler
John Stait
William Thornhill
John Trinder
Ann Wil Iiams
Mary Williams

Some of these names appear twice, but I can't tell if they refer to the same
persons, though this seems likely. If so, there was obviously no line drawn
between a class of tenants and one of freeholders.

These, together with William Williams, the Churchwarden, and John Freeman,
who owned land but may not have lived in the parish, are some but only some
of the people living here in 1798. We have several Court Rolls dating from
1744, in which a few of these and some other names appear, including that of
Robbins, then spelt Robins.
The Parish Registers, dating as usual from the XV Ith century, are in the care
of the County Records Office at Gloucester, where they can be seen.
BUILDING PROGRAMME: What with our various other urgent activities during
the past two years we are, as you know, badly behind-hand with exterior
decoration. So that will be the main priority during the decent weather of this
year and next. We have plenty of indoor work, at Latimer Court and elsewhere,
when it isn't decent or warm enough for painting.
But all who care for Guiting will, I think, be pleased to know that we have
accepted an estimate for the replacement of the blue slates on the three cottages
at the NW corner of the Square with stone slates. I refer to those of
the Joynes's, of Mrs Booth and the Post Office. As you may know, th~c;e were
restored by Mr. Washbourn many years ago - two had tumbled down and only
one was occupied. It was said, I do not know how accurately, that in those days
it would have cost no more to have re-roofed them in stone! However, their
blue slates have long been a sad sight in the Square as they are in a
conspicuous position and come down to low eaves - indeed they can be said
to spoil the Square in a way that those of the Bakery and the Hunt's cottage
on the other side do not.
This job will of course cost a lot, but the cost won't get any less as times goes
on. The sale of the cottage in Castlett Street will enable us to do it, as it will
also enable us to make a large contribution to the Bell Fund.
Raymond Cochrane

SPECIAL NOTICES
Alec Keith Memorial Awards
The object of the Awards, 5 of which were made last year, is to encourage
the young people in Guiting Power who have shown talent in any of the areas
that interested Alec. These ' included music, painting, sportt: natural history.
and outdoor recreation generally, as well as many academic subjects, and so
the range of activities that could be assisted is very wide.
Awards might be made to individuals or to groups and could be to cover the
costs of a short course of study, of making a visit to a particular place or
person, or of a piece of equipment or book.
Awards will be Iimited to young people aged 19 or below, in full or part-time
education, who live in. the parish of Guiting Power or are attending Guiting
Power school.
Applications for a 1981 Award are invited by the end of February. F'1rther
information and an application form, are. available at the Post Office.
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Collection of Bulky Refuse

.

~

A collection of bulky household refuse will take place on Monday, 9th February,
1981 or during that week.
Requests from householders, with their name, address and the nature of the
refuse to be removed, should be made to the Council Offices at Moreton-in-Marsh
(Tel. 0608 50881) at least a week before collection date.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be elsewhere)
FEBRUARY

The following take place every week

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers & Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7.30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9.30

Sunday

Badminton
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING FEBRUARY

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

3rd
4th
7th

Guiting Power Cricket Club
A.G.M. Committee Room

8.00 p.m.

Cheery Club - A.G .M. & Bulb Show
Horticultural Society

2. 30 p. m.

Football

Home

SPECIAL NOTICES
Alec Keith Memorial Awards
The object of the Awards, 5 of which were made last year, is to encourage
the young people in Guiting Power who have shown talent in any of the areas
that interested Alec. These ·included music, painting, sport~ natural history.
and outdoor recreation generally, as well as many academic subjects, and so
the range of activities that could be assisted is very wide.
Awards might be made to individuals or to groups and could be to cover the
costs of a short course of study, of making a visit to a particular place or
person, or of a piece of equipment or book.
Awards will be limited to young people aged 19 or below, in full or part-time
education, who live in. the parish of Guiting Power or are attending Guiting
Power school.
Applications for a 1981 Award are invited by the end of February. Further
information and an application form, are~ av ilable at the Post Office.
Collection of Bulky Refuse
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A collection of bulky household refuse will take place on Monday, 9th February,
1981 or during that week.
Requests from householders, with their name, address and the nature of the
refuse to be removed, should be made to the Council Offices at Moreton-in-Marsh
(Tel. 0608 50881) at least a week before collection date.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be elsewhere)
FEBRUARY

The following take place every week

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers & Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7.30 p.m.

Friday

Pre- School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9.30

Sunday

Badminton
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING FEBRUARY

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

3rd
4th
7th

Guiting Power Cricket Club
A.G.M. Committee Room

8.00 p.m.

Cheery Club - A.G .M. & Bulb Show
Horticultural Society

2. 30 p .m.

Football

Home

Wednesday 1 lth

Women's Institute. Police "BETTER DRIVING" 7.30 p.m.
Everyone particularly young drivers welcome

Saturday

Football

21st

Home

CHURCH SERVICES
FEBRUARY
St. Michael's

Baptist Church

Sunday

lst

Parish Communion

11.15 a.m.

8th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

15th

Matins

11.15 a.m.

22nd

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

Sunday School

11.00 a.m.

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

Every Sunday
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March, 1981

BBC 2 FILM OF GU IT ING: As you may have seen on the notice Board,
the BBC intends to show the Guiting film in their "Roots of England" series
on Monday, April 6th at 7. 40 p.m. We are asked to check with the "Radio
Times" and the press lest there be any alteration. We are also asked to let
them have our comments! If any of you wish, we should be willing to relay
comments to them.
Heaven knows what they will eventually show out of all the film they exposed!
I hope that the result will be more factual and balanced and less personal
than the book. They do take a deal of trouble over their work, but they
inevitably select what interests them - or what they think will interest the
Great British Public - rather than what interests us.
COWBOYS FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL: Many of you will have noticed
the mess which some cowboys from the Council made in the Square. They
may have had to dig up the roadside drain, but they neither knew or cared
to make good their trenching, nor did they have the courtesy to ask my
permission to dig up the Green. Then they "erected" a little bit of stone
walling which looks as though a child had been playing with mortar, and
wasn't even capped. The Trust, of course, tried to get a word with the new
Divisional Surveyor, _asking them to make a decent job or offering, at their
expense, to re-do the work. But we have not yet - this goes over weeks been able to make contact with him. We find that the Parish Council has
also been trying to make contact, also to no avail, so far as I know as I
write iJitllis is, of course, the best possible way to approach such matters indep ..........r\.
.. _t complaints from the Council and the Trust •
It is tj&4e shocking that messes of this kind should be made by officialdom
in the centre .o f a Conservation Area renowned for its stonework. And the more
so since the Council employs many highly-skilled stone-masons. It must be
spending thousands and thousands of pounds on the new road junction towards
Andoversford. I feel sure that this would not have happened if our late
Surveyor had still be in charge.

I also hear, though have not yet seen it, that something horrible has been
done by the gateway to the TV Relay station up Trinity Hill.
BEECH HEDGE, CHURCH ROAD: This section of hedge opposite the Village
Hall car park has long been a disgrace due to the optimism of the Woodland
Management Association. That firm has been taken over by Fountain Forestry
Ltd., who have now come to life after a period of hibernation. And they have
agreed to replant the "hedge" free of charge - a job now finished. I
apologise for the eyesore we have had for so long, and sincerely hope that
care will be taken not to damage the new hedge in any way - we do not want
to have to fence it off from the road side.
SCHOOL NUMBERS: I am delighted to hear - and so will you be - that the
estimates of numbers in our School for the next few years are very satisfactory.
It is expected that these will go up to over 30 in September, and then
gradually up to 40 or so within the next three years. This is perhaps not
surprising, given the recent birth rates in Guiting, and the swarms of young
all over the place. I am a bit worried, however, as to what happens when
our minor bulge goes down, as presumably it will. We shall, of course, do
our best to keep enough accommodation available for more young couples, but
apart from finishing Latimer Court and some alterations we have in mind, it
will not be possible to embark on building more new houses till 1 983 because
of the arrears of maintenance - chiefly external decorations - which we have
inevitably built up, and on which we must concentrate as soon as the weather
permits.

The School has, however, gained a few pupils from outside the village, and
I much hope it will continue to do so. This is due in part to our having
a flourishing Playgroup. What with its teachers and its many facilities,
our school has much to offer as a real country school, and it is good to
know that all these are being appreciated.
FROM "PRIVATE EYE": 11 1 was walking my farm, 11 said Mr. Ivan Mivan,
"when I met a group of about six people at the northern end of Bovey Copse
who had a placard bearing the words 'Protect Our Land'. As I approached
them they began to chant 'Bulls Out! Bulls Out!' and when I asked their
leader, Mr. Simon Fawcett-Taylor, what these words meant, he said that I
had stationed a bull in Long Bovey, a field crossed by a public footpath.
After I explained that it was not a bull but a steer, they put their heads
together, then drew themselves up in line, and began to shout 'No
castration! No castration! 1 as I walked away. 11 This is said to be a true
story.
PAINTS FOR INTERNAL DECORATIONS: As promised, we have now got
colour cards in the Estate Office for the paints which we shall be pleased to
order for our tenants at cost to us. Some of these paints cannot be
obtained by the public in the ordinary way; they are only made available
to builders. (Don't ask me why.)
The prices are as follows, including VAT which we all have to pay for
redecorations:
DULUX Matt Emulsion (for walls)

£15.94 per 5 litres inc. VAT

DULUX Undercoat & Gloss (for woodwork)

£4.80 per litre inc. VAT

Further information will be given by Messrs. Taylor and Sharratt as
required.

Raymond Cochrane.

SPECIAL NOTICES
TEA AND SALE - SCHOOL FUNDS - A Tea and Sale will be held in the
School on Friday, 27th March at 2 p.m. in aid of School Funds, to help
with the Camp, the Stratford Excursion, and New Infant Equipment. Please
· support these ventures.
FOOTBALL - The Football Club have reached the semi-finals of the County
Cup for the first time. They are organising a coach for supporters to
attend the game at Woolaston on 21st March, 1981 anyone interested please
contact R. Holder or D. Hughes or any other Club Member.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be elsewhere)
MARCH

The Following take place every week.

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers & Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7. 30 p. m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9. 30 - 12. 00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 a. m.

Sunday

Badminton

9. 30 a .m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING MARCH
Wednesday

Saturday

4th

7th

Cheery Club

2. 30 p.m.

PARISH COUNCIL

7. 30 p.m.

Football

Wednesday

11th

Women's Institute 'Denmark' Talk by
Mr. Hawkins

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

18th

Cheery Club Talk with slides by
Mr. Tony Dale

2.30 p.m.

Saturday

21st

Football

Wednesday

25th

Horticultural Society

7. 30 p. m.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

7. 30 p. m.

APRIL
Wednesday

1st

CHURCH SERVICES
MARCH
St. Michael's

Sunday

lst

Parish Communion

8th

Evensong

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

15th

Matins

22nd

Evensong

29th

Matins

11.15 a.m.

Sunday School

11.00 a.m.

11.15a.m.
6. 00 p.m.

\.
\

Baptist Church
Every Sunday

Evening Service

6.00 p.m.

No. 52

GUITING POWER
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GLEBE FARM: Negotiations have been completed whereby the tenancy of
Glebe Farm was surrendered to the landlord, the Guiting Manor Amenity Trust,
on Lady Day, and the 98 acres will in future be let to Guiting Manor Farms
Ltd. The company takes over with reluctance, owing to the sad condition
of most of the holding, and it will take some time to bring it up to the
condition of the rest of our land. But the Trust could not properly let it
to a new tenant for various reasons, including the fact that most of the land
lies so close to the village and that it includes highly important archaeological
sites. A further advantage is, that we shall in due course now be able to
bring into use various plots of land such as Cull 's Meadow, Well Close, etc.,
which can be run for grazing in connection with some of the Glebe Farm
pastures.
The Trust will retain possession of Glebe Farm House to add to its housing
stock. We are going into the possibility of dividing it back into the two cottages
it originally was, but this involves quite a few problems and I cannot yet say
whether this re-division will be practicable and reasonably economic.
The farming company will not, in the foreseeable future, require the fullyrestored stone barn and the large new building behind it, so these will stay
in the hands of the Trust, and will solve three of its major headaches, we hope.
One is that our grain drying and sterage at the "Palace" is becoming
inadequate for our heavier yields of corn, and Arthur Harding would like to
get rid of our big circular saw and Eric Sharratt's workshop and storage which
take up quite a lot of space which should be used for corn.
We shall therefore move the saw and all the builders' gear from the "Palace"
to the Glebe Farm buildings, which will provide ample space for a proper estate
yard and workshops. It will also be much more convenient to have these nearer
the village.
And thirdly, we shall now
agricultural engineering to
Macam Engineering), since
redundant space in a farm

be able to offer workshop and storage facilities for
"the two lans 11 (who have now begun to trade as
even after meeting Eric's needs we shall have some
building.

MACAM ENGINEERING: As many will know, Ian Cameron and Ian McCallum,
bOth of whom are skilled toolmakers, have just begun to build up a small
business, so far in improvised premises, and we had promised to do what we
could to give them a proper base. We came up against the problem that some
years ago it was decided to "protect 11 the Cotswolds from any sort of light
industry except in certain areas of which ours is not one. This devastating
policy, as I see it, would mean death to the villages as live communities, and
the only way out is to find some farm buildings which are really redundant.
It is, of course, a fallacy to suppose that light industries will spoil the landscape;
they do so only if their buildings are carelessly designed with the wrong
materials. So we are delighted to be able to provide what is ~eeded, and we
now only await formal planning permission to go ahead.
These Macam chaps have found great scope in the farming world, not only in
carrying out repairs on farms and in doing various metalwork jobs for us and
for others, but in developing machinery in new alloys for those farmers, in
this and other countries, who still use horses. The "big boys" are not
interested in anything except the large-scale machinery market. It seems that
there is a great need for this "intermediate technology", not only in our own
country and in Europe, but also - strange to relate - in the United States and of course, in the Third World. It could even be, though I doubt it, that
we shall all have to get back to horse work one day!

Anyhow, we hope to be able to help with a worth-while venture, to which
we wish the best of luck. And we - and others - will also be glad to know
that Macam will be able to make spare parts for all of us who keep our tackle
going for years after the manufacturers have lost interest in it.
SCAFFOLDING: I fear that the Square is going to be disfigured by scaffolding
for a few weeks while the blue slate roofs are replaced with stone. We shall
do our best to reduce inconvenience, and feel sure that people will willingly
put up with the eyesore for the sake of such a great improvement. Mr. Miles
does get on with a job, so it should not take too long.
COUNTY COUNCIL: We have at last seen our new Divisional Surveyor,
Mr. Micklewright; it seems that he has been delayed by illness among his key
staff. He has promised to deal with the mess his men made in the Square - but
we don't know how soon this will be done. We shall continue to play our usual
role of the importunate widow of the Gospels.
CHURCH BELLS: I learnt, at the beginning of March, that the P.C.C. had
decided that we should have a major peal. I am sure that this is right for
a rejuvenated village. And this decision has made it possible for me, personally,
to provide a new treble bell in memory of my wife for whom a minor key would
have been inappropriate.
The work is due to begin at the end of May, but will take quite some months
to complete. We have been going into legal matters in the hope of getting a
reduction in the VAT cost, but await a hearing in the Hot.lse of Lords before
deciding what, if anything, can be done about this.
CAR PARK ING: People are still parking where they should not, sometimes they
block one of the roads across the Greens, or at the top of the Upper Green.
And recently, the pull-in by Glebe Farm House has been treated as a lay-by,
which it is not - it is of course private. Guiting is well provided with car
parks and lay-bys, all of which have been designed to keep vehicles as much
out of sight as possible, but it seems that some people do not care about our
amenities or the inconvenience they cause to others.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL.
(UNLESS SHOWN TO BE ELSEWHERE)
APRIL

THE FOLLOWING TAKE PLACE EVERY WEEK

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers & Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9. 30 - 12. 00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7. 30 p. m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 a.m.

Sunday

Badminton

9. 30 a.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING APRIL
Wednesday

lst

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

7. 30 p. m.

Cheery Club. Talk by P.C. Knight

2. 30 p.m.
7. 30 p.m.

Friday

3rd

FILM SHOW

Saturday

4th

Football

Monday

6th

BBC2

Wednesday

8th

Women's Institute "Copper Work"

Friday

10th

Wednesday 1 Sth
Thursday

28th

Wednesday 29th

Roots of England

7 . 30 p. m.
I. 30 p.m.

Cheery Club - Coffee Evening & Bring
and Buy Sale (Tea Room)

7. 00 - 8. 30

VESTRY MEETING

( TEA ROOM )

7. 30 p. m.

Cheery Club. Talk with slides by
Mrs. Le Grice

2. 30 p.m.

Collection of Donations (Money,
clothing, blankets) by Mrs. Watson at
the shop. In aid of "Help the Aged".

MAY
lst

Mr Pascall

FILM SHOW

Tuesday & Wednesday
28th & 29th

Friday

7. 40 p.m.

Coffee Evening

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
SERVICES FOR APRIL
April 5th

Passion Sunday

-

Family Communion

11.15 a.m.

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

12th

Palm Sunday

16th

Maundy Thursday - Commemoration of Last Supper 7. 30 p.m.

17th

Good Friday

Last Words from the Cross

2.15 p.m.

1 9th

Easter Day

Family Communion

11.15 a.m.

26th

Low Sunday

Evensong

6. 00 p.m.

FARMCOTE
April 5th

3. 00 p.m.

19th

9. 00 a.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
April 5th

E.C.O. Singers

6.00 p.m.

Every Sunday

Sunday School

11. 00 a .m.

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

SPECIAL NOTICES
1.

Money, Good Clothing and Blankets are urgently needed for destitute
aged and refugees. If you can help donations can be taken to
Mrs. D. Watson on Tuesday and Wednesday, 28th and 29th April.

2.

Exhibition and Sale of Work, 16th Ma
In aid of the Church Bells Restoration Fund.)
A REMINDER from Eric and Anne Sharratt
It is now several weeks since we sent out our circular letter asking you
to support our sale of work.
We have received many offers, and some of you have made - or decided
what you are intending to make. However, we seem to be lacking promises
from the Gentlemen Folk, so please let us hear from you - even if it
to say "We don't know what to make" - we will soon suggest something.
I

We would appeal to everybody to make it a worthwhile venture.
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APRIL 26th, 1981: This is a day we shall all remember in what is reckoned
to be the worst April weather this century. Just as I, at least, was
thanking my lucky stars that I didn't live in the North, and just as the
forecasters were saying that the worst of the blizzard was now over, we and
they have been proved as wrong as could be. A gale of I don't know how
many miles an hour is blowing snow all over the place with drifts of two feet
or more, and, I am told, of three feet on Guiting Hill. Whether or not the
sheep men will get here I don't know, and though of course we shall help,
it is going to be a job to get at our hay stocks in Greenfield Hill Barn. No
electricity, of course - and Heaven knows when there will be! An'd this within
a week of May!
STONE ROOFS: Mr. Miles, who will be re-roofing our three blue-slated
cottages m the Square, has been held up by the incessant rain of March, and
does not now expect to start work until May 1 lth or 12th. It hardly stopped
raining in March, and hardly started at all in April - until winter began a
couple of days ago.
OLD PHOTOGRAPHS: Mrs. Joiner, who was Hilda· East and a relation of the
Aaslums, has very kindly sent us a dozen photographs of Guiting which must
date from about the First World War or a little before. They show the "Farmers'
Arms" bedecked with flags (was this for the Armistice?), Glebe Farm House as
the two cottages it was, our present Post Office as two - not one - cottages
minus roofs, the Old Post Office with "E.E.Cooke, Grocer and Tea Dealer"
painted above the door, and Greenfield House without the front drive which
must have been made by Mr • Washbourn. And one of them shows the remains
of the Market Cross on its original ( 1330) site before it was removed in
favour of the War Memorial. We are quite delighted to have these records.
"GUITING POWER 1905": A Mrs. King of Shipley in Yorkshire, writes to say
that her house up there has a corner stone thus carved! Can anyone suggest
how a Yorkshire house should be thus honoured, or from what quarry the
stone may have come? Coscombe perhaps? Does anyone know when building
stone was last quarried in this parish and where?
TRANSFORMER ON CHURCH ROAD: The MES- intends to remove this eyesore
and substitute a transformer at ground level, which will be a great improvement.
But since they are unable yet to proceed with their scheme of undergrounding
their services in the centre of the village because of lack of funds, the only
pole we shall lose will be the H-pole itself. Although it has given no trouble,
they are concerned about the overhead H. T. cable which serves this transformer,
and will be bringing an underground cable along Well Lane, across the Square
and up Church road to supply the new transformer. So we shall have a few
traffic blocks, at least for a short while.
HORNE'S CAR PULL-IN: We are concerned, as doubtless many others are, by
the pull-in for cars being constructed by the Horne premises. No doubt some
provision was required but so far there has been no attempt to screen cars
on it. If such screening is not provided, the entrance to the Square will
look like a used-car depot since the existing wall won't hide them. This is a
good example of the fact that cars at ground level are one thing, and cars at
or above eye-level are quite another.
BBC2 "ROOTS OF ENGLAND" FILM: Most people will have seen the famous
film, and some more than once, what with Tony Miles' initiative in recording
it on videotape! I tried, but found it impossible, to take notes: but there.
were certainly some errors of fact and certainly some sad omissions - mostly of
village activities. But by and large, I think the film managed to include a lot

of good shots, and its emphasis on our young, and on farming pleased me
very much. It was a pity, someone said, that the small population of the
village was not mentioned in relation to our many children.
I thought that the colour was patchy, some of it very good, some dim, and as
so often on TV, faces looked red! But I don't like colour unless it is really
good anyhow.
We have had many reactions and letters from all over the place, from which
I conclude that the film made a good impression generally. Some people have
even said that they now understand what the Trust is about, so many
misconceptions having got around, apparently! On t'other hand, we've had
people writing from all over England asking us to find them houses as though
we were estate agents!
GENERAL POST: We are trying to sort out a number of tenants, some of whom
want more, and some less, accommodation. This is like a giant jig-saw puzzle
which it is almost impossible to solve to everyone's satisfaction. Meanwhile,
there will be temporary arrangements such as that in Glebe Farm House which
we intend to divide back into two cottages, but is meanwhile occupied as it
is until we can do this. And you may well find one or two· houses temporarily
empty while we carry out anti-damp or other work, again as time allows.
I often think how easy it would be if we were concerned only with getting
the highest rents and not with trying to find houses for local people and
their children! If we ran the Trust on that sort of commercial basis, it would
not be long before Guiting lost its character and became swamped by people
from outside.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(UNLESS SHOWN TO BE ELSEWHERE).
The following take place every week

MAY

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers and Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7. 30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9.30a.m.

Sunday

Badminton

Monday

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING MAY
Friday

1st

Coffee Evening in aid of Village Hall

Sunday

3rd

Cricket

Monday

4th

Cricket

Wednesday 6th

PARISH COUNCIL

7. 30 p.m.

Wednesday 13th

Cheery Club

2. 30 p.m.

Women's Institute - Resolutions

7. 30 p. m.

EXHIBITION AND SALE OF WORK
Exhibition
Sale

2. 30 p. m.
7. 30 p.m.

VILLAGE HALL A.G.M.

7. 30 p. m.

Saturday

16th

Wednesday 20th
Friday

22nd FOOTBALL CLUB DANCE

Saturday

23rd

Wednesday 27th

Cricket
Cheery Club - Tea, followed by drive round
with Naunton visitors Horticultural Society

4.00 p.m.

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
SERVICES FOR MAY
May

3rd

Parish Communion

10th

Evensong

17th

Matins

24th

Evensong

31st

Matins

11.15 a.m.
6. 00 p.m.
11.15 a.m.
6. 00 p.m.

11.15 a.m.

FARMCOTE
May

3rd

Evening Prayer

3.00 p.m.

17th

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

Sunday School Anniversary
Rev. D.Fagan

6.00 p.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
May

10th

Every Sunday

Sunday School

11. 00 a .m.
6. 00 p.m.

Evensong

SPECIAL NOTICES
EXHIBITION AND SALE OF WORK - SATURDAY 16th MAY
Eric and Anne Sharratt would welcome items for the sale a day or two previously,
in order that they may be priced. These may be delivered to The Old Bakehouse
or can be collected if we could have notice. To assist with the pricing, please
give us an idea of the cost of the materials for the item. Any donor, so
wishing, may purchase their own exhibit, and these will be marked up 'Sold'.
Cakes will be gratefully received at the Hall on the morning of the sale.
GUITING POWER SCHOOL
The Staff and Children would like to thank all those who supported their
Tea/Sale, on 27th March . The sum of £76 was raised.
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THE GREAT APRIL BLIZZARD: Never have I seen anything like that blizzard,
and I am older than most - at least, in late April. The snow did not seem
to fall from above, but to career along parallel to the ground at a terrific
rate, in great white clouds. It was like what I imagine a sandstorm to be,
only white instead of yellow. No wonder it piled up against doors and windows.
We were lucky in that, so far as I know, Guiting suffered no structural
damage apart from one blue slate which luckily fell on a car and not a person.
I was less lucky here - about one-third of a shed (not built by us!) lost its
roof.
But it was another matter for trees, especially those in valleys. One or two
branches fell in the village, some shrubs were badly damaged, and a few young
trees lost their tops. Far, far worse was the damage down Black Alley and
Castlett Bank, and especially from Pump Bottom to the pumping station which
was like a bombed area. And inspite of much work, still is. We had to clear
the road and our forestry people had to do much work, felling and clearing
with a great deal more to come. Costs so far are well into a second thousand
pounds. The trouble seems to have been caused by the weight of the wet snow.
especially on trees which had begun to come into leaf.
It was bad enough to be without electricity for 23 hours - some people
elsewhere had a longer cut. It must have been hell for the MEB men to cope
with repairing lines in these conditions. We are all, of course, far too much
dependent on electricity, I suppose - yet what a blessing it is, and how few
are the serious interruptions of current these days!
A special word must be said about the meals for the elderly which Mrs. Carol
George and her husband produced on their Aga, and for the Meals-on-Wheels
service carried out by Harry Taylor and Eric Sharratt for those who could not
get out.
And all this on April 26th which is supposed to be spring!

,.'

EXHIBITION & SALE OF WORK: This was a huge - and I mean huge - success,
in three distinct ways. The purpose of the exercise was of course to raise
money for the Bell Restoration Fund, and no less that £900 was indeed raised
by the Sale plus another £328 by the Raffle. This brings the total collected
to well over £3, OOO well within the year, of which about £1, OOO came from the
Fete at Temple Guiting last year and about £2, OOO collected in Guiting itself
in 6 months! We have just received the revised estimates for the work, which
have sadly increased by about 15% since the original estimates were given in
April, 1980, so this addition to the Fund is more than welcome. We are still
hoping to avoid paying VAT for the bell-cage, but the important case which
may help us has not yet been heard by the House of Lords.
The second success was the astonishing amount of talent shown by the large
number of exhibits. I have been asked not to single out any items for mention,
but can say that these ranged from woodwork and metalwork to toys, knitted
goods, needlework of all kinds, drawings, and so on for the inedibles, and
cakes (not for weight-watchers), jams and preserves for the edibles. (Mrs. Watson
said she could easily have sold three times as much). All this makes me think,
not for the first time, that Guiting really should run a craft and produce
market, whether occasionally or regularly. And for the benefit of those who
make and produce things as well as for any good cause.
And thirdly, this effort, which I think was enjoyed by all, was just another
instance of what the people of this small village can do together, and of how
they can co-operate. As for the organisation, the greatest credit must go to
Eric and Anne Sharratt whose idea it all was, and who bore the heaviest burden,
but I know that very many people helped them before and after the event.

In all, Guiting at its very best!
THE BELLS: White's of Appleton, the bell-hangers, are due to tu r n up on
May 28th to remove the bells to their own premises, from which they will duly
be conveyed to the Whitechapel Foundry for the refurbishing . It is hoped
that they will be back and re-hung in their new bell-cage by the end of the
year, when a good time should be had by all.
FROM 11 THE TIMES": Mr. Alan Hamilton quotes from the Parish Magazi ne
of Stoke Abbot, Dorset:
"July 18:
July 29:

Fete at fruit farm for village hall funds.
Wedding of HRH the Prince of Wales and Lady Dia na
Spencer."

He hopes they remember to book the village hall.

Raymond Cochrane.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be elsewhere)
JUNE

The following take place every week

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30-12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30-12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 a .m.

&

Toddlers

9.30-12.00

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING JUNE
Wednesday
Friday

3rd
5th

Cheery Club, Garden Meeting - Mrs. Bulteel
Meet in the Square

2.55 p.m.

ROYAL WEDDING DISCO to raise funds in
order to celebrate the Royal Event

8. 30p. m. -1 . 0 Oa. m.

Saturday

6th

Cricket, Mickleton

Away

Sunday

7th

Cricket, Overbury

Home

Women's Institute - Miss D. Williams
"Greasepaint, Tinsel and the Acting Bug
Competition: "Hand Puppet 11 •

7. 30 p .m.

Wednesday 10th

Saturday

13th

Cricket, Ryeworth 2nd X I

Home

Sunday

14th

Cricket, Glos Utd Hospitals

Home

Tuesday

16th

Cheery Club Outing to Marlborough
Meet in the Square

10.00 a.m.

Football Club A.G.M.

7. 30 p. m.

School Governors' Meeting (School)

7. 30 p.m.

Saturday

20th

Cricket, Overbury

Away

Sunday

21st

Cricket, Shipton-u-Wychwood

Away

Saturday

27th

Cricket, Slaughter Utd

Home

Sunday

28th

Cricket, Berkeley Casuals

Home

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7. 30 p. m.

PRIOR NOTICE
JULY
Wednesday

lst

SPECIAL NOTICES
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME
The children wish to thank all those who gave money for the National
Children's Home "Sunny Smiles" Appeal. The sum of £25 was raised.
EXHIBITION AND SALE OF WORK
Thank you ALL for the marvellous support - not only for producing such a
wonderful variation of items - but also for your generosity at the sale.
The sum raised on the day was £817· 90 and we are still selling off the few
unsold items, so the total could easily reach £900.
It was most encouraging for us and a tremendous effort on behalf of the
whole village. Very many thanks.
Eric and Anne Sharratt
P. S.

The Raffle brought in a further £328. 90 net.

CONCESSIONARY BUS TOKENS
Mrs. J. Rumens, Parish Council Representative on the North Cotswold Old
Peoples Welfare Committee, will arrange to collect your tokens for you.
Please take your card to her at Castlett Cottage on Friday, June 26th, 2-5 p.m.
Tokens to be collected from her on Tuesday, June 30th 2-5 p. m.
CHURCH SERVICES
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
June

7th

Parish Communion

Whit Sunday

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

14th

Evensong

21st

Matins

28th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

7th

Evening Prayer

3. 00 p.m.

21st

Holy Communion

9. 00 a. m.

11.15 a.m.

FARMCOTE
June

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evensong

June

21st

Joint Service at Guiting of the North Cotswol
Fe
es w en speakers
will be from Baptist Missionary Society.

11. 00 a. m.
6.00 p.m.
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IS GUITING SPOILT? "Guiting, of course, is somewhat spoilt," said someone
from Temple Guiting last year. She was referring to the fact that the
manorial estate of Temple Guiting is owned by an Oxford College, an
absentee landlord, and one which is concerned to obtain revenue for itself
rather than to benefit Temple Guiting. In Guiting, by contrast, the manorial
estate is now owned by a charitable Trust the main purpose of which is
the conservation of the village and of its community.
I would say, however, that Guiting is not spoilt but that Temple Guiting
is deprived. Or, to put it in the modern jargon, Guiting is privileged while
Temple Guiting is under-privileged. (Why is it now thought to be wrong
to be privileged and also wrong to be under-privileged?) To my way of
thinking, there is nothing wrong about privileges, of whatever nature, but
it is wrong not to try to share them. All of us, or nearly all, are
privileged in some ways and deprived in others. This goes not only for
wealth of any kind, but also for health, education, intelligence, taste,
personality and character, and whether or not such assets are inherited or
acquired.
To own land and ' houses is a privilege. But every privilege imposes obligations
and the greater the privilege, the greater the obligations. As an Oxford
man, I have of course the greatest admiration for Corpus Christi College. It
is one of the smallest colleges, but its record, year after year, of academic
honours, especially in the great Oxford schools of classical Mods and Greats,
is astonishing. But as a rural landowner, it seems to fail if one takes into
consideration the obligations of that role, as I see them. It was bad enough
to allow houses such as my present one to fall into the state in which I
found it; it was even worse to ref use to improve cottages for local families.
In other words, it is not good enough to use any sizeable estate, on which
people live and on which there are pleasing houses, solely as a means of making
money.
On the other hand, there are dangers - very real dangers - when the
squirearchal role is overplayed. If everything is done or decided for people,
they do not learn to run their own shows. I sometimes think that, in England
especially, people prefer others to run things for them, always provided that
they are free to criticise! But that is a childish attitude and if we remain as
children we simply don't grow up into responsible people. (Of course, we are
all children in some respects and adult, D. V., in others!) Leadership is one
thing, domination is another •

.

What happens, or doesn't, in a village is much influenced by its history. Many
villages, in the Cotswolds as elsewhere, can best be described as "estate
Villages"; villages which are almost entirely dependent on the "big house"
and its occupants, where the houses, whether held by copyhold or by service
tenancies, were built for estate workers. And in the days when landlords had
everything their own way (as compared with today when the landlord is nearly
always held to have few if any rights!) a pretty grim time was had by all when
these were harsh or inconsiderate. Tenants could be evicted for a whim and
had no redress, so they learnt to keep quiet.
But there were other villages which had a different tradition, and Guiting
appears to be one of these. Of course, there were copyholders and servants,
who had to work on the lord's land part-time or whole time. But there were
also freeholders and people who paid a money rent for their houses and
premises. I think that this arose in mediaeval times when we had a market,
however short-lived. Where there were traders and others who were not in any

way bound to the land, a more independent tradition arose and influenced
the whole village. This is a very good thing, and I think it is one aspect
of the spirit of Guiting today.
Another aspect, or so I feel, is due to the fact that during much if not most
of its history Guiting and the other hill villages were poor villages. Life was
hard and money short. There was no "Nanny State" to look after the sick
or the poor, and no really "big" houses to dispense charity lavishly if
thereunto disposed. So people had to help each other, since the alternative
was either the Elizabethan Poor Law - which meant living on the parish - or
later, the even more unpopular Workhouse. So people learnt to help their
neighbours. And they still do - this is another Guiting tradition which I hope
will continue in spite of a much higher standard of living; money isn't everything,
not by a long chalk.
Then again, the bout of prosperity and the increase in population during and
after the Napleonic Wars has had a lasting effect on Guiting - not only in its
houses, most of which were built or rebuilt in this period. Although the peak
population of the parish declined from its "high" of 792 in 1831 (which included
a lot of itinerant lodgers) it did average about 600 during the XIXth century twice the present figure. It was thus that Guiting became what is now called
a "key" village, providing various shops and services for the area round about.
That was how we came to have a police constable, a district nurse, two pubs
(once it was seven!) a Baptist church and various local tradesmen who were
self-employed. And shops.
The result of all this is that although Guiting is privileged as compared with most
other villages, it isn't spoilt. Witness its attitude towards the church bells
recently, which is a fine example of co-operation. Since most of us are not
church-goers, and bells have to be church bells, it would have been possible
for us to argue that the rehanging of the bells was a matter for the church-goers,
plus the Trust if it felt inclined to support the appeal. But not so. £900 was
raised in one afternoon by the village without any fuss or "attractions 11 apart
from its own efforts. That is co-operation, that is. And that is how we work.
The Trust has of course a role to play. But it has always set out to do what
the village can't do, or can't do in reasonable time. It does not distribute
largesse indiscriminately, nor is it (I hope!) a "soft touch". It is however
a responsible landlord, and unlike most other landlords today it can afford
to look after things because, as a charity, it does not pay out three-quarters
of its rents in tax as private landlords have to do. So although the return
on its now considerable assets is very low - less than 2% - it is able to cope
and to build and give general support.
But although Guiting isn't spoilt, it has of course some "spoilt children" (of all
ages!) who don't yet realise that they aren't the only pebbles on the beach!

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be elsewhere)
JULY

The following take place every week

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers and Toddlers

9.30-12.00

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9. 30-12. 00

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton

12 noon
7. 30 p. m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9. 30-12. 00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club
There will be NO J.Y.C. on 18th & 25th July

9. 30 a.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING JULY
Wednesday

3rd

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7. 30 p.m.

Saturday

4th

Cricket v. Naunton

Away

Sunday

Sth

Cricket v. Prestbury

Away

Monday

6th

PLAYGROUP JUMBLE SALE

7. 00 p .m.

Wednesday

8th

Women's ln~titute, Mrs. D. Swallow
Arrangement of Garden Flowers
Competition - Flower Arrangement

7. 30 p. m.

Saturday

llth

Cricket v. St. Stephens 2nd XI

Home

Sunday

12th

Cricket -

Home

Wednesday

1Sth

Cheery Club - Garden Meeting Castlett Street
NO further meetings in July

3.00 p.m.

COFFEE EVENING - WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

7.00-9.00 p.m.

Single Wicket

Saturday

18th

Cricket v. Berkeley Casuals

Away

Saturday

25th

Cricket v. Ryeworth lst X I

Away

Sunday

26th

Cricket v. Ryeworth Sunday XI

Home

Wednesday

29th

ROYAL WEDDING CELEBRATIONS
See Special Notices.

SPECIAL NOTICES
ROYAL WEDDING CELEBRATIONS
29th July

Tea, Fancy Dress and Sports for the Children;
Tea and Whist Drive for the Senior Citizens;
Evening Entertainment
See Notice Board for further details.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GU IT ING POWER
July

Sth

Parish Communion

11. 15 a.m.

12th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

19th

Matins

26th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

Sth

Evening Prayer

3.00 p.m.

19th

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

11.lSa.m.

FARMCOTE
July

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

July

19th

Sunday School

11. 00 a. m.

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

No Service at Guiting Power but
there will be a Joint Service of the
North Cotswold Fellowship of Baptist
Churches at Naunton

6. 00 p. m.
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THE ROYAL WEDDING: Apart from the pomp and pageantry, which
we shall all en1oy - Dame Rebecca West describes it as the insertion
of beauty into the daily routine - what can we say about this event?
My own reactions are concern for the future of two young people
who will be subjected to the terrible stress of publicity for the rest
of their lives. This stress is so intense that the anthropologist, Sir
Edmund Leach, wonders whether the monarchy might not survive for
long; the royals might just not be prepared to endure the lack of
privacy day in, day out.
1

The Prince of Wales and his bride have, I think, the one asset which
will make their lives bearable - a strong sense of humour. They
giggle, he says, at the same things - and they will have plenty to
giggle at. How they will contrive to keep suitably straight faces on
solemn occasions, I don't know. But I think they will get away with
any breakdown in their equanimity!
It is sometimes said of the Queen that she is too solemn. My guess
is that she hides her sense of humour in this way - she dares not
relax lest she be unable to control her laughter. For she, too, has
a keen sense of humour, which got the better of her at the service
celebrating her mother's 80th birthday when the cross-bearer got
himself entangled in electricity cables for the TV men.
1

My favourite story concerns a lunch at the Palace soon after the
Queen's accession. She told her guests - foreign royals who told
it to a friend of mine - that she and Prince Philip were very sorry
to have to leave Clarence House, where they had been very happy
and where they could lead comparatively peaceful lives. "But the
children," she added, . "could not wait to get to the Palace. Beastly
little snobs!".
"SPOILT CHILDREN":
I ended up some reflections on Guiting, last
month, by observing that we have some "spoilt children". This is
hardly ~urprising since the country is full of them. Nor is it mainly
their own fault. Since the last war, there has been a violent reaction
to Victorian severity much needed, but much overdone. Children,
who used to be expected to be "se~n but not heard", began to be
thought of (at least by psychologists) as little angels who should
never be thwarted, and always allowed to have what they want. This
naturally encouraged the little angels to suppose that what they want
they must have - at once if not sooner; it encouraged parents to be
over-indulgent ( and to suffer the consequences); and it even
encouraged teachers to imagine that any sort of discipline was
immoral. All this was bad enough, but we had in addition two
political parties who encouraged people to think that they had a
right to an always-increased material standard of living, and countless
advertisers who tempted young and old with goodies without which,
they maintained, people would be deprived, unsuccessful and sexually
unattractive.
1

In other words - and as I see it - people have been encouraged
to live in a fool's paradise. One could trace this attitude back as
far as the American Declaration of lndependance in which it is stated
that all men should have the right to the "pursuit of happiness".
Fair enough, but happiness is elusive and can't be equated with
wealth or money or popularity. Indeed, I believe that it is always
a by-product - a grace or bonus which comes only when we stop
thinking about ourselves and think instead of other people, of
doing a good job, of admiring beautiful things and so on. The idea

that any of us has a r ight to happiness is, fortunately or
1
unfortunately, an illusion. Life is a hard business - as we all
discover sooner or later.
I suggest that we go wrong chiefly in our ideas about rights.
RIGHTS: I have come to the conclusion that we have only one natural
right, which we share with the other mammals, the birds, and some
insects. Since none of us has asked to be born, and since our
parents have (intentionally or not) brought us into this world, we have
a natural right to care and protection until we are able to fend for
ourselves, coupled with the right to be trained to make ourselves
acceptable and useful in our society. Parents must show themselves to
be strong enough to protect their young, and nothing is more
unnerving to the child as the knowledge that it is he who calls the
tune - the spoilt child is always the insecure child. And since we are
a social species, it is essential for our well-being that we learn - as
soon as possible - to consider other people, whether grown-ups or
children. (This is the most important function of a pre-school
playgroup). It is, I would argue, sheer cruelty to children - far
worse than most deprivations - not to teach them this fundamental
lesson.
So much for the natural right of all of us. All the other rights which
we have - and they are many - are given us by the society in which
we live. That goes for our various legal rights. It also goes for our
rights to free education, more-or-less free health services, our State
pensions, our supplementary benefits (if any), our rent and rate
rebates (if any) and so forth and so on. All indeed cost us something
through our N. I. contributions, but these never cover anything like
the full cost. So we have these rights at the expense of other taxpayers. It cannot be sufficiently stressed that the State itself has
no money except what it gets from tax-payers and through borrowing
- and chickens borrowed come home to roost, so to speak. I do not
of course mean that we should fall on our knees in gratitude to heavy
tax-payers - they don't pay taxes by choice but because they have to!
But it is only because we live, mercifully, in a society which recognises
mutual obligations, which thinks that the better-off should help the
less well-off, that we have any of these "rights" at all. They should
not be taken for granted, as I fear they often are. They are rights
which are given to us.
GREAT EXPECTATIONS:
If we add to this picture the fact that real
incomes rose fast during the 20 or 30 years of which I am writing,
when as Macmillan said, people had "never had it so good", it is
perhaps understandable that those who had never known real hardship
expected the bonanza to continue indefinitely. And that some of these
"spoilt children" came to think that, directly or indirectly, the rest of
us would provide the necessities of life while they spent their money
on non-necessities or what used to be thought to be luxuries. They
imagine that they have rights to whatever they mean by a good life a right to happiness. However understandable, this attitude only
leads to vast disappointment and demoralisation of some kind or other.
Even in Guiting, we occasionally come up against this stupid "rights"
business. Of which more next month, space permitting.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING
VILLAGE HALL
(unless shown to be elsewhere)
AUGUST

The following take place every week

Thursday

Day Centre

Saturday

12 noon
9. 30 am

Junior Youth Club

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING AUGUST
Sunday

v

2nd Cricket

Cheltenham Police

Wednesday Sth Cheery Club-Garden Meeting, Mrs Bingley
Meet in Square
Sunday
Monday

v

9th Cricket

Asian Sports

Away
3. 15 pm
Home

1Oth BULK REFUSE COLLECTION

Wednesday 12th Cricket

v

Sunday

16th Cricket

v

Cheltenham Cavaliers

Home

Sunday

23rd Cricket

v

Andoversford

Away

Saturday

28th THE GUITING AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW

Sunday

29th Cricket

v

Mickleton

Away

SPECIAL VILLAGE HALL NOTICE
FROM SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST TO SATURDAY 29TH AUGUST
THE MAIN HALL WILL BE CLOSED AS THE FLOOR IS TO BE
RESURFACED

BULK

REFUSE

COLLECTION

THE COLLECTION OF BULKY HOUSEHOLD REFUSE WILL TAKE
PLACE ON MONDAY 10th AUGUST (or during that week)
REQUESTS FROM HOUSEHOLDERS WITH THEIR NAMES, ADDRESS.
AND THE NATURE OF REFUSE TO BE REMOVED SHOULD BE SENT
TO THE COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES AT MORETON
IN MARSH AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE THE COLLECTION IS
DUE.
(Tel. MORETON IN MARSH 50881)

CHURCH SERVICES
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUI TING POWER
August

2nd

Parish Communion

9th

Evensong

16th

Matins

23rd

Evensong

30th

Matins

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
11.15a.m.

FARMCOTE
We regret the errors concerning the services at Farmcote
in July, these were due to changes of which we were not
informed.
BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evensong

11.00 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
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BLEDISLOE CUP:
have just heard that we have won the cup again - we
won it before in 1964. This is cheering news, of which I know no details.
But I did hear that on their first round, the judges were pleased that ours
was a cooperative effort - that the school-children had made the plan for
them, and so on. Indeed, like most other things in Guiting, it is cooperative.
And I think I should add that the young are indeed involved - after all, our
school-leaver Andrew East has done most of the mowing of the Greens this
year, and done it well.
Of recent years, the Bledisloe judges seem to have had some very suburban
rather than rural ideas. One lot complained that vegetables were grown in
our gardens rather than flowers! Another, that the Greens were not cut
short enough: as I have said before, I wish we could find a mower which
would keep the grass at 6-8 11 and not like lawns. But there is no such
machine which would work on these banks with safety. So I began to wonder
whether the Bledisloe Cup was for the so-called "residential villages" and not
for working ones like Guiting. I am therefore the more pleased that this year
we have won in spite of, or because of, our realistic attitudes.
CHURCH BELLS FUND: I am told that the P.C.C. and those who have
helped it have now collected, or been promised, very nearly £5, OOO in all and this well within the year. This is a fine effort, and other fund-raising
schemes are afoot.
The bells await their turn at the Whitechapel Foundry, which at the moment
is full up with those of Canterbury Cathedral - tons of them! Meanwhile, the
new bell cage is being constructed at Appleton, and we shall soon be carrying
out work in the church tower ourselves. I see that it is intended that the
bells shall be re-dedicated on December 13th.
STONE ROOFS: At long last - after three months' delay - we can now see
the result of the re-roofing of three houses in the Square, which is a great
joy - what a difference it makes! Mrs Mabel Phillips gave me a photograph
of the middle cottage - the one now occupied by Mrs Booth - when it had its
original, but very unsound, stone roof. And Mrs Hilda Joiner sent us one
showing the two cottages - now the Post Office - without any roofs at all!
This work has meant a noisy and dusty interlude for the occupants, but they
will gain in the end by having not only nicer roofs but much warmer ones!
I reckon that our chaps have now coped with the external redecoration of
some 21 houses, so Guiting is beginning to look brighter again, even though
we have many more to do. Some, of course, will have to wait until next year
(including mine! ), but as long as decent weather lasts we shall carry on this
year.
GUITING ACTIVITIES GROUP: This group was officially formed in August,
and has already held some functions for the young during the school holidays,
largely financed by a sponsored walk. All this is being organised by a few
keen parents, and is being done for the benefit of both Guitings, which is an
admirable idea. If we are told in time, we shall of course include particulars
of activities in the Gazette.
THE LATE MR G.J. SUTTLE: All who knew him would have been sorry to
learn of Mr Buttle 1s death recently, after a long illness. It was sad that he
should have had such a short retirement in his mother's house in Guiting,
and sad that he was unwell during much of that time. He had been through
some tough times during the last war, from El Alamein to 0-Day and beyond,
but had spent most of his life in London. We send our sympathy to his wife,
son and daughter.

TEMPLE GUI TING: I have been told that some people in Temple Guiting
somehow read into my remarks in the July Gazette that I was blaming them
for lacking the advantages of Guiting. How they could do so, I don't know.
Far from blaming them, I think that it is sheer bad luck that so much of the
village and its surrounding area is owned by an absentee corporate - and
therefore, faceless - collegiate body. They haven't even anyone to curse!
Sheer bad luck. And that is why we are glad when Guitng shares its faciliti es
with them as it mostly does, willingly. There are many advantages in the
wider membership that is thus possible; it is always hard to keep things going
in very small villages.
RIGHTS AND THE TRUST: Following on what I wrote last month about rights
and expectations, I should like to make it clear that no one has a right to a
house belonging to the Trust until one has been allocated to him. I understand
that people who have lived in the North Cotswolds for 12 months have a right
to be housed by the Council somewhere in that area - this is a right given by
the government and ultimately by voters and tax and rate-payers. But this
does not apply to houses belonging to a private charity such as ours. There
is, for example, no reason why, when a house becomes vacant, we should not
sell it, or let it, on the open market, which would be a far more profitable
business than letting it as we do to local people at a subsidised rent.
As you know, our policy is to let houses to people who a) belong to Guiting
and its surrounding parishes of Temple Guiting, Naunton and Hawling or who
b) come to work in this area and whose employers cannot be expected to
provide houses for them. For over 10 years we have only put such persons
on our waiting list. But we still retain the right to choose from among
applicants, and from among our existing tenants who need more accommodation
or less than they already have.
Inevitably, we get requests for houses from all over the country and have to
explain to people why we cannot help them. Usually, they understand; but
a few don't or won't. For example, a woman from Winchcombe wanted a house ,
and when told she could not have one, said that Winchcombe wasn't far from
Guiting and that she had 5 children. It was clear that she imagined that she
had a right to one of our houses! Another person, who had recently been
able to buy an expensive house in the area, expected us to provide a flatlet
at Latimer Court for her mother. She, too, assumed a right she did not hav e .
And of course people who demand this or that get short shrift.
When a house becomes vacant, it is sometimes easy to choose the next tenant,
and sometimes it is not. It may well be that it would suit two or three people ,
each of whom has a good different reason for wanting it. So we have to do
our best, and decide whose needs are greatest. This may be because of the
conditions in which one is living, or the fact that another has been on the
waiting list for a long time. Guiting people, other things being equal which
they often aren't, have priority over non-Guiting people. People who have
looked after a small house very well stand a good chance of a bigger one.
We also try to judge whether a person will fit in with Guiting and be able to
make a contribution to it. And so on. Not at all easy, but we do our best.
We have, of course, made some mistakes - and paid for them in one way or
another. But looking back over 23 years, we are still convinced that we have ,
by and large, a very good collection of tenants, who cooperate with each other
and with us to make Guiting what it is.
There are, as I have said, a few young people who don't understand all
this, and who give us problems, of which I shall say something another time.
Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN
GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(unless shown to be elsewhere)
The following take place every week

SEPTEMBER
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers and Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7. 30 p. m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 a .m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING
SEPTEMBER
7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

2nd

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Sunday

6th

Cricket

Wednesday

9th

Cheery Club

2. 30 p. m.

Woman's Institute - Member's Meeting

7. 30 p. m.

v

v

Cheltenham Police

Sunday

13th

Cricket

Wednesday

23rd

Cheery Club - Emmanuel Singers
(Naunton Club Members Invited)

Sunday

27th

Cricket

Tuesday

29th

WOMEN'S INSTITUE - BETTER DRIVING

7. 30 p. m.

Wednesday

30th

Baptist Church - Harvest Tea

5.15p.m.

Horticultural Society

7. 30 p.m.

v

Withington

Home

Winchcombe 1st X 1

OCTOBER
Friday

2nd

DISCO

(in aid of the Bell Fund)

Away
2. 30 p. m.
Home

CHURCH SERVICES
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER.
September

6th Family Communion

11.lSa.m.
6. 00 p.m.

13th Evensong
20th Matins

11.15a.m.
6. oo p. m.

27th Evensong
BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School

11. 00 a. m.

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

Rev. D. Pountain

2.30 p.m.

Rev. A. Francis

6.00 p.m.

Harvest Tea - Village Hall

5.15p.m.

Service in Chapel

7.00 p.m.

Harvest Festival Services
Sunday 27th September

Wednesday 30th September

Chairman - Rev. D. Pountain
Speaker

- Rev. David Tucker
( Cambray Baptist Church)

SPECIAL NOTICES
GUITING ACTIVITIES GROUP
The Group would like to thank everyone for their support throughout the
holidays. We will be continuing our activities with a day trip to WestonSuper-Mare on SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER - there are a few seats still
available (adults £1. 25), if anyone is interested please contact Mrs J. Trinder.
As soon as dates for further activities have been finalised they and the
minutes will be displayed on the Village Notice Board.
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THE INDIAN AND THE FEATHERS: This is a story which I came across some
t.1me ago; I retell 1t in my own words since I cannot trace the original:
An Indian went one day to his village wise man and confessed that he
had spread lies about a neighbour. What, he asked, could he do to put things
right?
"Take a pound of feathers," the wise man replied, and leave one feather
on the doorstep of every house in the village. Then come back to me when you
have done this."
So the man obtained a pound of feathers, and did as he was told, leaving
a feather on every doorstep in the village. Then he went back to the wise man
and told him that he had completed his task.
"Now," said the wise man, "go back to each house in the same order,
collect all the feathers you have left, and bring them back here to me".
So once again the Indian went round all the houses in the village to
collect the feathers. But he could not find any of them - they had all blown
away. He went back to the wise man and told him that he had been unable to
find any of the feathers.
"I did not think you would find them," said the wise man, "they would
have blown away in all directions by the wind. In the same way, you will not
be able to stop the lies you have told from spreading far and wide. You will
have to live with this knowledge; let us hope that you have learned your lesson".

FOLK DANCE TUNE FROM GUITING: I happened to listen to a "Down Your Way"
programme on Radio 4 which. came from Winchcombe - perhaps some of you did as
well. The first person interviewed was the new manager at Sudeley Castle, who,
when asked to choose a record, said he would like to hear a folk dance tune
which, he said, came from Guiting Power. A very pleasant little tune it was, too.
Can anyone tell us more about it, and where the music can be obtained? Have
we any more such tunes hidden away? Presumably they were played by the village
fiddlers, the last of whom was, I think, old Mr Yeates.

CHURCH LAND: The sale of the S. 9 acres of land which, in the Enclosure Award
of 1798, was allocated towards the maintenance of our parish church, was very
successful - it fetched nearly £1, 800 per acre. The proceeds will presumably be
reinvested at something like four or five times the normal agricultural rent, and
should relieve anxieties about the care of the church. This goes to show how
ridiculous is the price of agricultural land these days as compared with any
reasonable agricultural rent it may command.

MONTHLY DISCUSSIONS:
For many years now I have been wondering what we
could do to provide opportunities for the discussion of the many problems which
arise in all our lives in this complicated and disturbing world of ours. I
have the strongest objections to so-called "brains trusts", implying as they do
that a few people - usually fairly well-known - have brains and many people
haven't. Those who are held to have "brains" are supposed to be able to give
snap answers on every sort of subject, as to which they probably know little
or nothing except for their special expertise. Moreover, there are no answers
to the really impor~ant questions - we are all floundering and questioning about
these for most of our lives. Which is not to say that such questions - whether
on politics, religion, social problems, economics and the like - do not need
asking, or that there is no value in thinking about them or in hearing the views
of others on them. These are not only questions for academic types, who are
often far too much out of touch with real life, but for all sorts and conditions of
men who can share their experience, or if young, their inexperience.

So I have thought out a way to provide what I believe may be a useful sort
of opportunity for the exchange of views and problems. So I suggest that
on one Sunday each month - the third being I think the most convenient there shall be a discussion, at the Manor House, between several people, on
perhaps two or three subjects to be published in the Gazette for that month.
Anyone over 18 is invited, either to take part or merely to Iisten to the
discussion - just as they feel like on the spot. The discussions will begin
at 7 p.m., and last, perhaps, for H hours - anyhow for an hour.
This is an experiment and we shall see how it goes. It might be more
convenient to have it at the hall, but the hall chairs, useful as they are,
are hardly suitable (no pun intended!) for the relaxed attitude desirable!
We shall be glad to hear of subjects which you would like to discuss, by the
end of the month, or sooner.
The subjects suggested for the first discussion on Sunday, October 18th, are:
1. Is it worth while for Guiting to enter the Bledisloe Cup Competition as
present organised? If not, how could it be changed?
2.

Will the SOP /Liberal alliance break the mould of British politics?

·THE UPPER GREEN: This, as you will have noticed, is being eroded away by
prolonged and inconsiderate parking. It is one thing to stop beside either Green,
as many of us do, for a short while; it is quite another to park for hours on
end, not to say all night. After all, we did manage to get a useful lay-by some
80 yards away. Worse still, people, both locals and visitors, have sometimes
the cheek to drive their near-side wheels onto the Green itself, for which purpose
we do not look after and mow it. The Divisional Surveyor has promised to make
good the erosion, but when he will do so I cannot tell. So we shall be driven
to erect a low barrier, which anyhow would be needed to protect the area made
good.
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS: These inevitably wax or wane according to the
numbers of young in any given age-group at any time. I am delighted to hear
that John Robbins wants to revive the Youth Club and hope he will get enough
helpers and members to do so.
Meanwhile, the pre-school Playgroup, which had been running with a very good
membership, has been depleted by the number of young now beginning to go to
school. It is a pity for all this to be organised for a very few children, and if
any of you know of any of suitable age in the area who don't come to it, we
should be glad to hear about them.
RAIN IN HOUSES:
We are not magicians, and rain does blow into houses where
there are doors vulnerable to certain winds - mostly south ones - or in
courtyards; it is very hard to prevent this. Recently I had an idea which seems
to help even though the gadget is not designed for the purpose. We do our
best, and its hard to hear snide remarks that the houses of those of us who
work for the Trust would have attention not given to others. This is so far from
being the case that my house recently had pouring rain inside it (through some
optimism on the part of other builders and specialists) and it is a chronic
problem at the Old Manor. It may also interest some to know that the present
manor house is in a very poor condition as regards external decoration, which
won't be dealt with until next year. (And I, as settlor, have to pay for this
work - you tenants don •t ! ) .
Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN
GUITING VILLAGE HALL
(unless shown to be elsewhere)
October

The following take place every week

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers and Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7.00 -

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12 noon

Badminton

7. 30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9. 30 - 12. 00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 a. m.

9.00

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING OCTOBER
Friday

2nd

DISCO (In aid of the Bell Fund)

Monday

Sth

YOUTH CLUB lst MEETING
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE FROM 1O to 16 WELCOME

7.00 -

Cheery Club - 30th Birthday Celebration
Members meet for High Tea
Invited Guests

5.00 p.m.
6.00 for 6.15 p.m.

SCHOOL!

2.00 p.m.

Friday

Wednesday

9th

14th

TEA AND SALE

Women's Institute - Simple Handicrafts,
talk by Miss M. Partington.
Competition - Baby Article

9.00

7. 30 p.m.

Friday

16th

CRICKET CLUB - SKITTLES EVENING IN FARMER'S ARMS
Single Wic~et Awards Presentation. ALL WELCOME. 7. 30 p.m.

Sunday

18th

DISCUSSION - MANOR HOUSE

Wednesday

21st

Cheery Club - Rural Craftsmen in Gloucestershire
a talk with slides by Mrs Lovett-Turner
2. 30 p.m.

7. 00 p.m.

SPECIAL NOTICES
YOUTH CLUB

The Youth Club starts on Monday Sth October from
7. 00 to 9. 00 p. m. Young people from 1O to 16 from
neighbouring villages are welcome.
Any adult wishing to help run meetings should
contact John Robbins.

GUITING POWER SCHOOL
There will be a TEA and SALE on Wednesday, 14th
October, at 2. 00 p. m. in the school. The proceeds
will help to provide the Christmas Party and the
Theatre Visit. Offers qf help, donations etc. will be
gratefully received. Please support this effort.
CHEERY CLUB FAIR

This will be on Saturday, 7th November, from 2. 30 to
4. 00 p.m. The Annual Fair is the Club's main fund raising event and is always a great success - please
come and give your support.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHEAL'S CHURCH , GUITING POWER.
4th

October

1 lth

Family Communion

11.15 a.m.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Holy Communion

9. 00 p. m.

Evensong

6. 00 p. m.

18th

Matins

25th

Evensong

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evensong

11. 00 a .m.
6. 00 p .m.

No. 59

GUITING POWER

November, 1 981

THE BELLS RETURN:
Our bells, six of them with the new treble, with the
third re-ca5t, are now back in Guiting. And their new bell-cage, together with
all the gear, though as yet unassembled. The steel joists which will support
the lot, have been installed by our people, and the White brothers ctre due in
a few days to install the bell-cage and hang the bells. Thus, by the time you
get this copy of the Gazette, you may well be hearing all sorts of testing and
practising going on. I look forward most to hearing the bells after their elaborate
tuning process.
Meanwhile we have repaired the ominous crack in the tower above the great arch
to the architect's satisfaction - and this at a cost of less than half the original
specialist's estimate, let alone the extra 35% they added the following year. Of
course, we did not take any profit and only had to charge VAT for the materials which were a small matter.
The VAT appeal is due to come before the House of Lords on November 11th and
12th; though even if the Customs and Excise lose, it does not follow that they
will not claim that bell-cages are different from other improvements. Still, we hope
for the best - at least a big reduction in the £1, 500 they would like to charge us!
Interested parties have recently visited the Whitechapel Foundry where they saw
our two bells cast. This foundry proudly claims that it was established in 1570,
but it succeeded other foundries of even older origin, including the famous
Rudhall of Gloucester whose records go back to about 1270. What a tradition!
And a party also went to Appleton, where they saw how the White brothers,
together with their uncle, not only make bell gear but nearly all the various
parts of it - wood and metal - in their own workshop. Such craftmanship is all
too rare today, in spite of the fact that modern technology is used where it can
improve the end result.
THE BLEDISLOE CUP: I have been collecting comments on this competition, and
although I haven't yet got all the information I should like, I think I can summarise
the reactions so far as follows:
1. It is generally thought that the competition itself is an excellent idea, but
that its administration is defective - at least from the point of view of the
villages which compete.
2. It is thought that the judging should consist of spot checks - without any
warning - at any time during either the year, or the six growing months from
April to September. This is what matters - that a village should be kept tidy
all the time - not that it should be tarted up for the judges' visits. It would
also probably be more convenient for the judges not to have to work to a
schedule.
3. The judges' comments should be made available as soon as possible after the
final judgeing, and these should make it clear - as they have not always done
in the past - where marks have been lost. A series of compliments does not help
any of us to improve matters.
4. There is some doubt as to how a working village is supposed to be able to
compete with those villages which are full of retired people who have plenty of
time on their hands. We have even had judges who expected gardens to be full
of flowers and not vegetables!
5. It is suggested that a date should be fixed at the time of entry, on which
presentations will be made to whichever villages are successful. It is quite
unacceptable to have a week's notice, anyhow for a village with as much going
on in it as ours. Moreover, the runners-up in our class were supposed to be
present to receive their certificate, and were never notified that our Parish
Council had gone on strike!
6. It is thought that the entry fee might be increased to £5 to cover expenses.

These comments have been collected from time to time, but especially at the
discussion held at the Manor I-louse on October 18th. I shall be !]lad to receive
further comments, and intend to relay the lot to the organisers in due course.
So far as I know, the revised date for the presentation has not yet been
decided.
It is, I think, important that we send in our criticisms this year, when we
actually won the Cup. If we did so in a year when we were not successful,
they might think it sounded like sour grapes!
INFLATION:
I don't know how others keep their heads in respect of the
ever-increasing inflation with which we are inflicted. I myself find this
increasingly hard to do. Of course, there is nothing new in the decreasing
value fo the pound - this has been going on , bar a few let-ups, all our lives.
It is the rapidity of the decrease which leaves us gasping. For example, the
Retail Price Index, (which can only be a rough average), doubled in the 20
years from 1950 to 1970, giving us time to keep up. But by 1976 - only 6 years
later - it had doubled again, and now it has pretty well doubled yet again. By
what "norm" shall we judge any price we are quoted for anything?
Some things, of course, have gone up far more in price than others, and this
applies to food. There is some excuse for this, since we in England have been
paying too little (relatively) for our food during the past 130 years. We have had
it cheap at the expense of producers, and the land of North America; by means
of subsidies too. So we have taken cheap food for granted.
As you know, there has been a spectacular increase in the price of land, and of
houses. In 19S8, when I acquired our estate, the going rate for Cotswold land
was £60 per acre with, and £4S per acre without, vacant possession. Now it
runs at about £1, 600 and £800 respectively. Even allowing for inflation, this is
three times the 'real' value. Cotswold cottages, without vacant possession, cost
something like £200 or £300 in 19S8, and up to about £1 OOO or so with vacant
possession. But in 1934, some of our changed hands at £70 for one and £100
for a pair, without vacant possession.
Wages, however, have gone up a staggering amount in real terms. When I began
farming in 1933, the minimum (and usual) wage was £1. 50 a week. But this was
not for our present 40 hour week; the hours were 60 in summer and SS in winter,
and no holidays except Bank Holidays. (A few of us gave holidays but this was
unusual). That means the real wage was about £1 per week, as compared with the
present figure of £64.
No wonder we are all a bit dizzy! .
DISCUSSION ON NOVEMBER 1Sth:

The subjects suggested are

1. What is the connection between unemployment and crime?

and

2. What are parents for, so far as teenagers are concerned?

Raymond Cochrane.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETING IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL
{UNLESS SHOWN TO BE ELSEWHERE)

NOVEMBER

The following take place every week

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup, Mothers & Toddlers

9.30 - 12.00

Youth Club

7. 00 - 9. 00

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Thursday

Day Centre

12.00 noon

Badminton

7. 30 pm

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12.00

Saturday

Junior Youth Club

9. 30 am

Sunday

Badminton

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETING DURING NOVEMBER
Monday

2nd

Badminton - Glevum v Guiting lst

Away

Wednesday

4th

PARISH COUNCIL

7. 30 pm

Badminton - Guiting 2nd v Moreton-in-Marsh

Home

CHEERY CLUB - AUTUMN FAIR

2. 30 - 4. 00

Saturday

7th

Football
Friday

13th

Badminton - Walker Crossweller v Guiting lst

Saturday

14th

Football

Wednesday 1Bth

Cheery Club

2. 30 pm

Womens Institute - ACM

7. 30 pm

Away

Friday

20th

Badminton - Littleton v Guiting 2nd

Saturday

21st

Football

Sunday

22nd

DISCUSSION GROUP AT THE MANOR

Tuesday

24th

Badminton - Guiting lst v Glos Electric

Wednesday 25th

Away

Horticultural Society

7. 00 pm

CHURCH SERVICES
SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
November

lst

Family Commun ion

8th

Evensong

11. 15 am
6. 00 pm

11. 15 am

15th

Matins

22nd

Evensong

6.00 pm

29th

Holy Communion

6. 00 pm

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evensong

11. 00 am
6. 00 pm

SPECIAL NOTICES

YOUTH CLUB

If the Youth Club is to survive, it needs the help of

adults - anyone willing to give up time please contact John Robbins.

GUITING POWER SCHOOL

The staff and children with to thank all those

who helped raise the magnificent sum of £93 at the Tea and Sale.
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL: We had a visit at the beginning of
November from members of this Council led by its chairman, Sir Geoffrey
Shakerley (who used to be chairman of the County Council). The Council now
has a Countryside Officer, Mr J B Nash, who has shown a very great deal of
interest in our activities here to conserve the village community and its various
services.
Now of course we have had dealings with the Community Council in the past.
It was through them that we had much advice and through them we obtained
grants for our then new village hall in 1961-2; and they are also concerned
with playing fields and other matters. But the interest in the conservation of
village communities as such is, to me at least, a new development which is
greatly to be welcomed. This interest reflects a growing concern throughout
the country about the fate of villages as live entities in their own right, ar.d
not as tourist traps or refuges for the urban retired.
For decades there has been much concern for the conservation of buil~ings
especially in areas such as ours. Amenity societies abound, and there is no
difficulty in obtaining charitable status for them. But there has not been the
same interest in the conservation of local communities as such, anq since our
Trust is a dual-purpose animal, concerned with both aspects of conservation,
we have often felt ourselves to be ploughing a very lonely furrow. This
becomes worrying where amenity societies, concerned with presf:rvation rath~
then conservation, oppose all new developments other than residerati.91 orres~ and
this largely for the supposed benefit of newcomers.
We are therefore delighted to find that we at Guiting are in the van of
this new concern for rural communities as such. Not quite the first, but
probably the third housing trust to have been created. The first two, I learn,
were the Cambridgeshire Cottage Society, founded in 1938, and the Blakeney
Housing Society, founded in , 1946 in North Norfolk. The fidt was created by
two sisters who provided funds to 'preserve and modernise suitable cottages, to
help relieve the housing shortage, and to satisfy tenants'. It now owns 45
cottages in 11 different villages within a 10-mile radius, bv1t unfortunately has
not attracted sufficient financial help to acquire more properties.
The second, the Blakeney one, owns 22 cottages, and depends on voluntary
help. It was founded to 'provide houses for the local village people who could
not buy houses at present-day ( 1946!) prices'. All honour to them both.
Various other comparable trusts have been set up in the 70's in other parts of
the country, and we have ourselves helped with one or two of these in the way
of advice as to what to do and what not to do.
After our visitors had had a good look round the village - including the
activities at Greenfield House and Macam's and our workshops in which they
were keenly interested - we had a discussion in the village hall. I pointed out
two fairly unusual features of our show, namely, that we have our own building
team dealing with new work as well as maintenance, and that the Trust now
owned nearly all the agricultural land of the estate, by means of which we could
finance new work. I also pointed out that much of what is done in Guiting is
the result of joint efforts from the village and ourselves.
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT: At the meeting to which I have referr~d above, I was
asked by someone connected with CoSIRA whether we had thought of erecting
small factory premises to attract new small businesses. I rep Iied that we did
not intend, at least for the time being, to erect anything except for a specific
request of which we approved. We had more than enough to do to provide

houses, and houses large enough for families. As far as I was aware, there
was, so far, no acute unemployment in our area - though of course this
position may change. My interlocutor thought that it might indeed change
fairly soon.
We therefore made enquiries later in the month and found that in our area
there seemed to be no employable person, whether adult or school-leaver,
who had not at least temporary employment such as work experience. It so
happens that our teenage population is low at the moment. We ourselves
have taken on one school-leaver, World Wildlife Education Project (known as
'Woof-woof'!) another, and Macam hope to take on a third. But of course
things may get worse and we shall bear all this in mind. Meanwhile, we
are planning new houses to be begun, we hope, in 1983 and houses take
longer to build than factory units. I hope, though, that the previous
restrictions on factory premises, except in redundant farm buildings, will be
lifted - we had plenty of trouble getting permission for the Macam outfit
tore the Glebe Farm building became available.
LIPPE GREEN: We had been promised, a long time ago, that the County
Council 11'.'ould do something here to prevent continual erosion of the Green
by parkh .q. As nothing happened, we planned, as you !<now, to erect a
temporary barrier. But before we had a tractor available for the piled riving ope ation, the Council acted. And it has done a good, tidy job this
time, for wh .h we are grateful. We hope that it will prevent the awful
habit of over ight illicit parking, minus lights, as well.
OUTH CLUB & BROWNIES: I am delighted to see how much support John
Robbins li"as ha ' in his bid to re-start the Youth Club, and wish him and
his helpers every success. And also, that an effort is being made to re-start
the Brownie pack. It should have plenty of support from the under-whateverit- is population.
DISCUSSIONS: A ~ter a lively talk about adolescents and their problems this
month, tt was deci.1ed that there would be no discussion in December because
the 20th is too near· to Christmas. The next discussion will therefore take
place on January 1i th.
A V(RY HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!
Raymond Cochrane

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
December

6th

11. 15 am

Parish Communion

13th

The Bishop of Tewkesbury will rededicate the restored bells, dedicate
the new bell and then conduct the
Service of Confirmation. Followed by
tea in the Village Hall.

3. 00 pm

20th

Carol Service by Candlelight

6.00 pm

Christmas Eve

First Communion of Christmas by
Candlelight

11. 30 pm

New Year's Eve

Short Watch-Night Service
Followed by peal of bells to ring in
the New Year

11. 45 pm

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School

Every Sunday

Sunday

20th

1

•

00 am

Evensong

6. oo pm

Carol Service
No Evensong

3. 00 pm

SPECIAL NOTICES
BROWNIES
It is proposed to restart the Brownie Guide Pack in Guiting Power, if you
have a daughter aged between 7 and 11 who might be intert:sted would you
please contact either Anna Saunders or Debbie Roseblade. The first meeting
will be at the Village Hall on Tuesday, lst December at 5 30 pm.
CHEERY CLUB
The members thank most warmly all those who
sum of £460 raised at the Autumn Fair.

contribut·~d

to the excellent

GUITING POWER YOUTH CLUB
20 people attended a meeting held on 9th November t<J discuss the future of
the youth club. It was decided that the club should restart with a completely
new committee, those elected were:
Chairman John Dean
Vice-Chairman to be elected
Secretary Alice Dutson
Treasurer Roger Adams
Club Leaders Chris Watson and Keith Warren
Committee Debbie Trinder, Jocelyn Hogan, Malcolm Beams,
John Robbins, Graham Roseblade, Colin Saunders and Nick Taylor.
•".

It was decided that the club should have a Junior Committee to represent the
members and to be present at Senior Committe meetings. Those elected were
Andrew East, Ian Forbes, Julie Miles and Tracy Dutson.
The following agreed to help on club nights:- Sue Adams, Kim Taylor, Jean
T rinder, Dave Dutson, Rolly Holder, Alan Pinder and John Knight.
The following points were agreed and are important to parents and youngsters
who are not yet members.
1.
2.

The age limit raised to 18 years, now, 10 to 18.
The opening times extended to 9.30 pm, now, 7.00 to 9.30 pm.

