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DOMESDAY BOOK: GLOUCESTERSHIRE: I have now obtained a copy of the
edition of the Gloucestershire part of Domesday Book, edited by the late Dr John
Morris, and published by Phillimore. This consists of the original text, which
was written in what one may describe at Latin shorthand, with an English translation, and it provides fascinating reading.
This great survey, which has been rightly described as the work of the first
Royal Commission, took place in 1086, 20 years after the Conquest, and was
completed in 12 months . King William wanted to know who held the land, and
also, who had held it at the time of the Conquest; it is thus a record of Saxon
as well as of Norman landownership. By 1086, some 78 landowners were recorded
in the county, of whom one-third were ecclesiastical, and two-thirds laymen .
The clerics ranged from the Archbishop of York, various religious foundations
(some of them in France) and "Reinbald the priest".
The land is listed .according to who owned which manors - this was before the
days of parishes. The manors were eometimes very large and sometimes very
smalJ, and various people owned whole collections of them. Land held "in lordship" - that is, in hand - was normally exempted from tax (though presumably
military service of the lord and his henchmen was required in lieu) but that held
by others was taxed. King William was very much interested in the tax revenue,
which came from various sources as well as from land, such as water mills, salt
pits, houses in the towns and so on.
I have dug out what I could find relating to Guiting and its surrounding manors.
Guiting, written as Getinge, was held by William Goizenboded, as one of his 13
manors; it had previously been a royal manor held by Edward the Confessor. It
consisted of 10 hides - app. 1, 200 acres of land - of which 9 paid tax. The
population was at one of Guiting's low - "4 villagers, 3 Frenchmen, 2 riding men
(free men) and a priest with 2 smallholders". There were 11 slaves, male and
female. There were two mills, and the manor owned 5 salt-houses (presumably
in the Droitwich area). It had two houses, presumably in Winchcombe. The
value of the manor was £16; now £6 - a considerable drop.
The separate manor of Castlett, written as Catcslat, also held by William, consisted of 2 hides (240 acres). It had one mill and 4 slaves. It had been valued
at 40s; now 10s - another decline.
TemI?le Guiting, also written as Getinge, was held by one Roger of Lacy. It also
consisted of 10 hides, "besides the lordship land which does not pay tax". So
we don't know how much that was, although with only 5 ploughs it was probably
not very much. It had 3 mills, one salt-house only, 3 burgess houses in Winchcombe and 2 in Gloucester. But it had 25 villagers, a priest, 7 riding men, and
18 slaves. In spite of all this it was only valued at £10.
But to complicate matters, "Gerwy of Loges' wife" held a further 4 hides at
Temple Guiting, with one villager, the value of which had Qeen 40s and was then
20s. And this holding had previously been held as three manors by the Saxons!'
Naunton, written as Niwetone , too, was held as two manors. Roger d 'Oilly held
5 hides "which pay tax 11 ; the value was £3 and there were 8 villagers. Then,
intriguingly, "Cwenhild the nun" (surely Saxon) held another 9 hides from the
King, with 7 villagers and one mill, plus 13 slaves' The value of this manor
was £8, down to £5. (The two manors were amalgamated in 1287).
Roel, written as Rawelle, belcmged to the church of St. Evroul, in France!
(Normandy, of course). It consisted of 10 hides, and had 16 villagers anq 3
slaves. Its value was £10 but it never paid tax.
Finally, Haw ling, written as Hallinge, belonged to Sigar of Chocques, another
Norman. It consisted of 10 hides, but was only valued at £7, then £8. It had
20 villagers, 5 smallholders and 9 slaves.

I cannot find much correlation between the acreage, the value, or the population
in these various manors. But what does seem to be clear is that among them there
were priests, and therefore presumably churches, only at the two Guitings. No
mention of either at Rawling - which we know to have been quite an important
Saxon settlement - or at Farmcote where the chapel is surely pre-Conquest. But
Domesday is further evidence in favour of our own church's Saxon origins, and
presumably that of Temple Guiting also.
BBC2 GUITING FILM: Justified complaints all round that the second showing
was put forward to 3. 05p. m. when most people are at work. I suppose that such
considerations don't weigh with the BBC. I am pretty angry too, about the
ghastly invention of another Christian name - with undeserved associations with
Rachmann ! And all this nonsense about the "title" of Lord of the Manor when (as
the film, I hope, shows) it is the responsibility and the damned hard work that
counts.
FRONT DOOR PAINT: We are disgusted, and no doubt our tenants are, too, with
the cracking of the new paint on so many doors exposed to the sun. The trouble
is thought to be due in part to the fact that these new paints do not store well,
and also to our having used a synthetic filler instead of the old-fashioned putty
to which we shall have to revert. We apologise to all concerned and will put
things right when weather and time permit.
EST ATE OFFICE: When we move over to the Old Manor, which I don't think we
shall manage to do this coming month, we shall be occupying the ground floor
room in the East Wing. Will people who want to come into the office please simply
open the main door, when they will find themselves in an enclosed courtyard.
The office door is the one on the left. But if you simply want to leave a message,
go round the house to the second window on your right and knock on this. We
are also fitting a letter-box under this window.

A VERY GOOD NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS AT VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be held elsewhere)

January

The following take place every week :

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup - Term starts Jan. lOth

9. 30-12. 00

Youth Club

7. 00-9. OOp. m.

Brownies

5. 30- 7. OOp. m .

Badminton N.C.B.C.

7.30p.m.

Pre-School Playgroup - Term starts Jan. lOth

9.30-12.00

Badminton Club

7. 30p.m.

Day Centre

12. OOp .m.

Badminton Club

7. 30p .m.

Pre-School Playgroup - Term starts Jan. lOth

9.30-12.00

Badminton N. C .B. C.

7. 30p .m.

Badminton Club

7. 30p .m.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sunday

SPECIAL EVENTS IN JANUARY
Wednesday

5th

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Saturday

Sth

Foo ball

Wednesday 12th

Cheery Club

Saturday

15th

Football

Saturday

22nd

Football

7.30p.m.

2. 30p.m.

•

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday January

2nd

Holy Communion

ll.15a.m.

9th

Evensong

6.00p.m.

16th

Matins

11.15a .m.

23rd

Evensong

6. OOp .m.

30th

Holy Communion

6.00p.m.

2nd

Evening Prayers

3.00p.m.

16th

Holy Communion

9. OOa.m.

Sunday School

11. OOa .m.

Evening Service

6.00p.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday January

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday
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ANOTHER EXCEPTIONAL JANUARY: Last year we had more severe cold than I
ever remember; this year, we must have had the mildest January of the century or thereabouts. There is indeed nothing predictable about English weather. True,
we are now being warned to expect wintery weather in February, but somehow,
this is not so forbidding - to those of us who don't like it - when we are getting
longer days. One can only hope that a check won't do crops any serious harm.
CONDENSATION: We are carrying out a study of condensation in our houses, or
lack of it. It isn't really a landlord's problem, but we should like to be able to
help or advise as to means of eliminating or reducing it. It is a problem which all
of us meet.
Condensation always happens when warm - and especially moist - air strikes a cold
surface. Every time we run a hot bath we find it on the cold tap. The answer
to it is always ventilation of some kind or another; the difficulty is to provide
enough ventilation without making a house too ~old.
In the days when most small houses had kitchen-living rooms, with ppen fires or
ranges, trouble seldom arose. An open fire, however inefficient it may be in heating,
did provide admirable ventilation - it sucked up cold air from floor level and threw
out hot air. And the products of the burning - always some water - found its way
out of the chimney. Fortunately, mast of our houses have open fires with back
boilers - this makes them much more efficient and economical generally and they
continue to do their stuff. as regards ventilation. But separate small kitchens can
make for condensation, especially when washing machines and the like are used.
We shall be sending out a circµlar to all our tenants when we have completed our
investigations, but meanwhile here are a few of the factors which increase condensation troubles: a)
b)
c)

Leaving windows tight shut, especially after cooking, washing and so forth;
Using oil or gas heaters which haven't got flues. These produce an amazing
amount of water per day;
Using glossy paints. Even modern matt paints are nothing like as good as the
old distempers in absorbing moisture, nnd the glossy ones - which we all prefer
for kitchens and bathrooms - are worse. Furthermore, for some reason I don't
know, these paints attract funguses - and have to be treated with a fungicide;
we thus get nasty dark messes on our walls.

Electricity, luckily, produces a dry heat and does not produce any moisture.
goes for night-storage heaters as well as radiators.

This

But since nothing can prevent cold air from striking our houses and our windows,
we shall continue to get condensation unless we achieve some form - it need not be
much - of ventilation. And, of course, none of us want to heat the air outside at
vast cost!
MR PERCY BOOTE: Mr Boote died yesterday in hospital, as you will all know by
now, and we all feel very sorry at the loss of a real Guiting character. He had
been seriously ill for quite a time, though he had a happy respite after an operation
some months ago. He was one of the best neighbours we have had, always ready to
help people by taking them in his car, or by giving them vegetables from his wonderfully good garden. I heard much of this goodness from Mrs Nut brown and Mrs
Mustoe, and I am sure that they were only two among others. We send our deepest
sympathy to Mrs Beatrice Boote, to Edward and Janet and their children.
MARCH QUARTER DAY: It has very rightly been pointed out to me that I made a
very stupid mistake m a recent circular letter to our tenants. I wrote that the

March quarter day, Lady Day, was March 31st instead of March 25th. My only
excuse - a bad one - was that I always have the date March 31st in mind because
it is the end of our financial year. My humble apologies.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
TO BE HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
(Unless stated otherwise)
FEBRUARY

The following take place every week : -

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup
Youth Club

9.30-12.00
7.00- 9.00p.m.

Tuesday

Brownies
Badminton N.C.B.C.

5.30- 7.00p.m.
7. 30p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12.00
7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N. C .B .C.

9. 30-12. 00
7.30p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club

7.30p.m.

12.00 noon
7. 30p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS IN FEBRUARY
Wednesday

2nd Cheery Club - AGM and Bulb Show

Saturday

5th

Football

Tuesday

8th

Cricket Club AGM (Committee Room)

7 .30p.m.

Wednesday

9th

W. I. "Stencils" Competition: Handmade
doll of any kind

7 .30p.m.

Saturday

12th

Football

Wednesday

16th

Cheery Club

2.30p.m.

2. 30p.m.

Village Hall Management Committee
Meeting
Friday

18th

Guiting Power School Tea & Sale
(In School) In aid of Camp Fund's All Welcome

Friday

25th

Youth Club Disco

Saturday

26th

Football

2.00p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday February

6th

Holy Communion

11.15a.m.

13th

Evensong

20th

Matins

27th

Evensong

6. OOp .m.

6th

Evening Prayers

3. OOp .rn.

20th

Holy Communion

9.00a.m.

6. OOp .m.
11.00a.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday February

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

11. OOa.m.
6.00p.m.
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IS GUITING AS A COMMUNITY WORTH CONSERVING?
I sometimes wonder.
I wonder because its future must depend on the younger
generations and we have a few - as yet, only a few - young people
who don't seem to care about conservation either of its amenities
or about the good neighbourliness which alone makes a good human
community possible.
First of all, I want to emphasise that Guiting has been for
nearly 20 years designated as a Conservation Area. That has to
do with the visual environment, with houses and buildings, greens
and the like - and the absence (as far as possible) of eyesores.
None of us asked for it to be so designated, but it wouldn't have
been but for the work I carried out, on behalf of the then Trust
and the then separate estate, to restore (or rebuild) nearly
fifty houses and buildings between 1958 and 1964.
It is an
honour to be a Conservation Area, but like everything else, it
carries an obligation to look after the Area and to prevent its
being in any way spoilt; it means self-discipline or, if need be,
discipline. Most Guiting people obviously take great pride in
the village, especially those who remember the sad state of decay
into which most of it had gradually fallen over the previous 100
years. But those of us who do remember are getting older and one
sometimes wonder whether the young appreciate any of this, and
whether those still at school will take it all for granted.
The Trust is primarily concerned with conservation of this kind,
which is accepted as being a charitable object. But one has to
ask oneself, conservation for whom?
Restored "period" houses in
the Cotswolds are much sought after, and we could have done very
well by selling or renting our houses at the increasingly high
prices they fetch. Instead, we chose a quite different policy,
namely to reserve them for local people who could not afford such
figures.
It seemed only proper that apart from our existing
tenants who had had to endure sub-standard conditions, we should
enable local people who wished to do so, to live in their own
area, and indeed encourage young marrieds so to do instead of
leaving the village.
This policy was very difficult to put across to the Charity
commission, when we were drawing up the conditions under which
the new trust, the Guiting Manor Amenity Trust, would operate. I
was literally grilled - as never before have I been grilled in or
out of Court - by one of the Commission's barristers.
I left
Ryder Street that day feeling that all my efforts had been in
vain; yet in the event, they did allow us the right I had
claimed, namely that of letting our houses at rents below their
true market value so as to enable local people to live in
Guiting. Of course, we should make far more money by letting or
selling at market prices and this extra would go to other
charitable purposes. But if we did, Guiting would cease to be
what it always has been, namely a working village consisting of
mainly local people.
It would become a haven of retirement for
the middle-aged and the elderly who could afford to live here,
like many other Cotswold villages; and it would lose its school,

eventualiy iEs snaps, an oc~er ser
likely to suffer from vandalism, or the parking of vehicles
over the place, or disturbance of the elderly by roaming
youngsters.
I must stress that we should never have been allowed to foster a
local community in the way we do unless we had been concerned
with the conservation - restoration and maintenance - of our
houses and buildings and our amenities generally, such as the
Village Greens.
And needless to say, without charitable status,
we could not hope to keep rents as low as they are or to
comtemplate further building.
Nor could we undertake major new
work - such as Latimer Court - without agricultural rents - and a
share of the profits (none of which I now receive) of our farming
operations.
It is obvious that most people in Guiting take a pride in it one has only to look at the many well-kept gardens and flower
beds to see that. But there are a few - not many, but a few who do not seem to give a damn about co-operating to keep the
village looking as well as it can do; and if that is their
attitude, what will that of their children be? '!'here are a few
who leave vehicles of all sorts, licensed or unlicensed,
functional or non-functional, in any place they think they can;
there are even one or two who have resorted to vandalism, not to
mention anonymous verbal abuse, when we do our best to protect
our property and our amenities.
We have also had to take what
are to me regrettable measures to try to prevent irresponsible
people from leaving our houses - as has happened twice during the
past couple of years - in a ghastly state. We have to do these
things, much as we dislike the necessity, in order to conserve
the amenities it is our legal and moral duty to protect.
Now, of course, it would be absurd to suppose that all young
people appreciate what we are trying to do, although many do.
Those who think only of their own convenience must, however,
realise that some self-discipline (or failing that, discipline)
is the price they have to pay for living in Guiting, and
especially (if they are our tenants) for being able to rent one
of our houses. If they think the price too high, then they must
find accommodation elsewhere - which would help us to cope with
the many applicants on our waiting list.
We must ask everybody
to remain or become "good neighbours" in every sense, and to
stop young people from roaming about at night disturbing very
elderly people with snowballs on their windows, etc.
It is up to everyone living in Guiting to decide whether it is
going to remain the delightful place it is - or not. It is not
our business to decide that. It is our business to decide what
policy we must adopt in all the circumstances, bearing in mind
our primary duty of conservation of the environment - the
background to a decent life for everyone.
People tell me that
things are vastly better in Guiting than in many other villages.
Maybe; but they are not our concern. Our concern is to provide
opportunities for a good life for everyone in Guiting and
especially for our tenants towards whom we have a special
obligation. We try our damndest to do our job properly, but we
can't make a go of it all without your co-operation - and "your"
means everybody.
Next month I hope to explain the options for the future as we see
them.
COLLEGE OF ARTS STUDENTS: I have been told that when these young
people came over here in December they trampled over allotments
and played about with our garages in Cull's Meadow.
I shall
report this to those in charge, and meanwhile apologise on their
behalf. I think that all these students come from towns and do
not understand country ways and manners.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
TO BE HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
(Unless otherwise stated)
MARCH

The following take place every week:

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup
Youth Club

9.30-12.00
7.00- 9.00pm

Tuesday

Brownies
Badminton N.C.B.C.

5.30- 7.00pm
7.30pm

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12.00
7.30pm

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

12.00 noon
7.30pm

Fri d ay

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12.00
7.30pm

SPECIAL EVENTS IN MARCH
Wednesday

2nd

Cheery Club
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday

9th

Saturday

12th

W.I. Magic of Oriental Rugs
7.30pm
Competition: Oriental article.
Activities group morning
Football
Home

2.30pm
7.30pm

Wednesday 16th

Cheery Club

Friday

25th

Brownies A.G.M. District
Meeting

Saturday

26th

Football

Horne

Cheery Club
Horticultural Meeting

2.30pm

Wednesday 30th

2.30pm

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday March

6th

Holy Communion

ll.15am

13th

Evensong

20th

Matins

27th

Evensong

6.00pm

6th

Evening Prayer

3.00pm

20th

Holy Communion

9.00am

6.00pm
11.00am

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday March

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday
Sunday March

Sunday School

11.00am

6th

Evening Service

6.00pm

13th

Evening Service

6.00pm

20th

Evening Service
To be conducted by:
Mr P.D.Goddard - President
of the Oxford & East Glos
Baptist Association.

6.00pm

27th

No Service at Guiting Joint Service at Stow Baptist
Church.
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SURPRISE ASSAULT BY MEB: There can be few people in Guiting,
apart from the housebound, who have not been at least somewhat
inconvenienced by MEB's cable-laying activities, and many who
have been seriously frustrated.
Their contractors turned up
without anyone in the village being told of what was about to
happen, and of course no one was consulted about the procedure.
We were told, some 2 years ago, that they intended to lay a cable
to bring high voltage current to their transformer in Church
Road. This, at the moment, is done by an overhead cable which is
of obsolete type, and now well over 20 years old, so it was
sensible to lay a permanent underground cable. We discussed with
them the route they would take, but no agreement was reached as
no one knew when this work was likely to be done.
Later, I
understood that it had been postponed indefinitely owing, if I
remember correctly, to lack of funds.
On Thursday morning, March 17th, a telephone call came through to
the estate off ice to say that work was to start at once. But by
this time MEB's contractors had already arrived, and were looking
for Well Lane, intending to begin their trenching on our land
in Cull' s Meadow. They were stopped doing this, very properly,
by Eric Sharratt, who pointed out that some 15 people would not
be able to take out their cars over the weekend.
Thus it was
that, as a lesser evil, they began at the other end, in Church
Road.
They had obtained permission from the Divisional
Surveyor's office to dig up the highways, but he naturally
assumed that they had cleared the matter with us and all those
who would be affected by the work. In fact, neither the Parish
Council, the Church, the Village Hall Management Committee, the
Police, the School or anyone else had been approached.
You all know what happened then - the bottle-neck in Church Road
was reduced to about 6ft, allowing only fairly small cars to
pass, and that with great care. Luckily, no school child poked
its head out of the school entrance there.
I do not know what
would have happened had there been an important function at the
Village Hall. As it was, a funeral was held on Monday March
2lst, when the lower part of Church Road was completely blocked
to my certain knowledge for over 15 minutes and I think in fact
for about half-an-hour; those attending had to drive over 3 miles
to get to it via Foxhill and Tally-Ho. Things would have been
much worse had it not been for the Divisional Surveyor, to whom
some of us appealed and who insisted on traffic lights.
I cannot think what came over the MEB people in Evesham whom we
had found to be very co-operative ever since we had trouble with
them in 1959 - and even helpful in avoiding eyesores. I can only
guess that something had gone wrong with their plans, so that
their contractors were at a loose end, and were therefore shoved
onto Guiting without warning. Anyhow, I have sent a very strong
protest to the Divisional Headquarters at Worcester about this
quite shocking disregard for Guiting, and the total lack of
warning. Had we all been approached last month, we could have
explained things in the Gazette and on the notice-board.
None of this is the fault of the men doing the work, who are
presumably only carrying out orders. They have, as we all know,
worked very hard in filthy weather.

We shall do our best to ensure that interference with access to
and from the garages is reduced to a minimum.
FUTURE OF GUITING POWER:
There isn't room this month, thanks to
the MEBonslaught;-io comment on this in this issue. I hope to
do so next. month.
lL_ LATIMER COURT:

We are unable to let this flatlet, other than
temporarily, until we know whether it will be required as
"alternative accommodation".
We have no other houses available,
and have, as usual, a considerable waiting list of people wanting
them. If any house is empty, it must be understood that there is
some reason for this.
We simply cannot keep up with the
applications already on our list, not to mention those of our
tenants who want bigger or small houses than they have at
present. Eligible people can of course add their names to the
list, but I can't see anything being available for them in the
foreseeable future.

GARAGES:
On the other hand, two or three people have given up
their garages. Our own tenants have a priority for garages, but
if they don't want any more for the time being, we would let them
firstly, to local people, and secondly to others. Particulars
from the Estate Office.
SCHOOL:
SUNNY SMILES BOOKLETS: The staff and children of the
School would like to thank all those who gave so generously to
the National Children's Home Appeal.
The magnificent sum of £52
was raised.
W.I. PRELIMINARY NOTICE:
A Coffee Evening and Sale will be held
in aid of the Appeal from the Cobalt Unit in Cheltenham for
Mastectomy treatment at Mr and Mrs C Watson's house on Tuesday,
May 24th at 7.00p.m. Please help to make this a success.
ESTATE OFFICE:
Now that we have solved various problems we hope
to move the Estate Office to the Old Manor at the end of April.
But this will depend on co-operation by the Telecom people - we
must move our telephone simultaneously. And on the completion of
our accounts at the end of our financial year.
Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
-TO BE HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup.
(Term
starts 20/4/83).
Youth Club (No meeting
4/3/83).

7.00-9.00p.m.

Tuesday

Brownies
Badminton N.C.B.C.

5.30-7.00p.m.
7.30p.m.

Wednesday

Badminton Club

7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club (Not on 20/4/83)

12.00 noon.
7.30p.m.

Friday

Badminton N.C.B.C.
SPECIAL EVENTS IN APRIL

Wednesday

6th

Cheery Club - Coffee Evening
- Bring & Buy.

Saturday

9th

Football

Wednesday 13th

Wednesday 20th

Saturday

23rd

W.I. Mediaeval Flowers
- Competition - Picture using
pressed flowers

7.30p.m.

Cheery Club - (Travel slides
Mr & Mrs Lloyd)

2.30p.m.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

7.30p.m.

Brownies Jumble Sale
Football

Wednesday 27th

7.00-8.30p.m.

Horticultural Society

10.30p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Good Friday April lst

Service

2.15p.m.

Easter Sunday

PARISH COMMUNION

11.lSa.m.

lOth

Evensong

6.00p.m.

17th

Matins

11.lSa.m.

24th

Evensong

6.00p.m.

Sunday School

11.00a.m.

Holy Communion

9.00a.m.

Sunday School

11.00a.m.

Evening Service

6.00p.m.

3rd

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Easter Sunday

3rd
17th

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday
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MEB ASSAULT: My guess proved to be correct. In the absence on
leave of the helpful official from Evesham, a colleague found
himself with contractors available, and shoved them onto Guiting
without warning to any of us. Legally, they can dig trenches in
any public road without warning or permission from anyone bar the
Highway Authority (which they had obtained). That is the sort of
legislation based on towns and suburbs which entirely ignores
narrow lanes and bottle-necks in old villages.
And they had
obtained (I was wrong about this) a general agreement with us two
years ago, but it did not show the precise route and I had no
recollection whatsoever that they intended to trench between our
rows of garages.
However, I have received the
Divisional Manager:

following apology from the

"I do accept that there is a more serious problem in
Guiting Power due to narrow roadways and absence of footpaths, and that we were perhaps remiss in not giving
sufficient consideration to your problems or giving you
adequate notice of our intention to commence cable laying.
The Contractors cannot be held responsible as they carried
out the ir instructions, and I am understand that they did
provide temporary accesses and co-operate wherever
possible.
Will you please accept my apologies for any inconvenience
which our action caused to you and other members of the
community in Guiting Power? As you are aware, we still
have work to carry
out in the vicinity of the new
sub-station but I will ensure that you are given adequate
notice of this operation and that inconvenience is kept to
the minimum" •
My comments are:
1) that this prompt attention to our complaint
is appreciated; 2) that Gui ting Power is by no means unique in
having narrow roadways and absence of footpaths - this applies in
most old villages; and 3)
that we weren't given inadequate
notice but had no notice at all. For our part, we shall not sign
any further agreement which affects the community and does not
provide for one month's notice.
We shall also provide MEB with
a large-scale map of the village so that they and we can see what
precisely is involved by any of their works.
GROWTH OF GUITING: There are no doubt many who feel that Guiting
is all right as it is, with some 119 houses in the village and a
population of about 275, and having all the services it now has.
So it is - provided that we could be sure of keeping those
services with our present population. Unfortunately, we can't
be at all sure of this; in fact we can be pretty sure that these
essential services will be reduced, perhaps drastically, in the
next decade or so. Unless, that is, we have prospects of growth.
The services - or if you like, amenities - to which I refer are
five, in varying degrees of importance. Firstly, our school. If
the numbers drop below thirty there won't be much chance of
keeping it - not so long ago the government was talking about a
much higher minimum. We are all right for the present, with a

lot of toddlers coming on, but they belong to families who
already have two or three children and presumably won't be having
any more.
There are plenty of young local people who want to
settle in Guiting but we haven't any houses to offer them at the
moment. I think you will all agree that a community without a
school is only half a community.
We don't want yet another
village with few young people - there are already too many of
these in the Cotswolds.
Then we have good medical services risk - but I gather (none of us have
District Nurse is not to be replaced.
has been a great asset to the village
here and if the village were larger no
one.

which are not, I think, at
been told) that our late
Although not essential, it
to have had a Nurse living
doubt we should sti 11 have

Our bus services, though limited to the Cheltenham run, are I
think pretty adequate now, but we have just been reminded that
these are to be reviewed by the County because they are
subsidised. It cannot be taken for granted, therefore, that they
will continue to be as good as they are now.
We are lucky in having three shops, including the Post Off ice,
and petrol pumps, but these, too, depend on our population and to
some extent on the number of young people in the village.
In
these days of supermarkets, they face considerable competition
(except when the weather is bad when everyone flocks to them).
Finally, we still have a policeman. It is sometimes
don't need one, having little crime. But we do have
of varying kinds and no one can say to what extent
increase if we didn't have a policeman. From what
told, there is no sort of guarantee that we shall
one.

said that we
our troubles
these would
I have been
always have

Now all these services date from the days in which Guiting had
many more people that it now has.
It averaged over twice its
present population during the XIXth century - over 600
inhabitants. It then had many more pubs and many more shops and
little businesses; and I gather the policeman was kept pretty
busy in the village. People not yet retired can remember 100
children at the school, though of course they stayed there longer
until the fifties.
Similarly, the village has the feel of being a larger village
than it is now, and we have facilities - such as the Village Hall
- which are geared to cope with a larger population.
Within
limits - and the limits are important - the larger community can
cater for more interests and activities than the smaller one,
offering more to everyone.
But if a village is in decline which Guiting was for over 100 years - there is bound to be a
feeling of inadequacy, of hankering after the past, and of some
loss of vitality.
There is a further reason why Guiting should grow. Judging by
our waiting list there are more young people who want to live
here than we can provide for with our present stock of houses.
The Council can't help them and they can't afford to buy houses.
Over the years, the Trust has found houses for no less than 23
such couples, but since most - nearly all - of these want to go
on living in Guiting we have few vacancies available. For better

or worse, we have made a point of helping these young people there are continual complaints in the press about the lack of
accommodation for them - and we can't continue to do so without
more houses.
Next month, I hope to outline the possibilities for the future
growth of Guiting.
THE LATE MR LESLIE DEAN:
We were all sorry to hear of the death
of Mr Deall; rather suddenly. He had been ill some time ago, but
had since taken care not to overdo his gardening.
I did not know
him, but retain an impression of a very kindly man. Our sympathy
to his family.
Raymond Cochrane

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday May

lst

Holy Communion

8th

Evensong

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

15th

Matins

22nd

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

30th

Holy Communion

6.00 p.m.

Evening Prayers

3.00 p.m.

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

Sunday School

11. 00 a .m.

11.15 a.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday May

lst
15th

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Evening Service

6.00 p.m

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
TO BE HELD A'r rHE VILLAGE HALL (Unless stated elsewhere)
1

MAY

The following take place every week.

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup (Not May 2nd)
Youth Club

9.30-12 noon
7.00-9.00 p.m.

Tuesday

Brownies
Badminton N.C.B.C.

5.30-7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club

7.30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MAY

Wednesday

4th

Wednesday llth

Cheery Club
WI Holiday in America
Resolutions

7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Thursday

12th

PARISH COUNCIL (Committee Room)

Saturday

15th

Badminton afternoon & Evening

Wednesday 18th

2.30 p.m.

Cheery Club: Tea followed by
drive round with Naunton
visitors.

4.00 p.m.

Village Hall Management Committee.
Sunday

22nd

Cricket

Tuesday

24th

Cricket

Wednesday 25th

Horticultural Society

Thursday

26th

Tea WI

Sunday

29th

Cricket

AS FROM WEDNESDAY MAY 4th THE ESTATE OFFICE WILL BE MOVED TO THE
EAST WING OF THE OLD MANOR.
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GROWTH OF GUITING:
Last month I pointed out that it seemed
unlikely-that Guiting would long retain its pretty satisfactory
services unless there were some prospects of growth. Our present
population - of around 275 in the village - would not be thought
to justify them. This is a case of "To him that bath shall be
given, and from him that hath not shall be taken away that which
he hath" - unfair perhaps, but nearly inevitable. The village is
still, to some extent, living on its past history of a much
larger population.
I share the view of many that it is quite
good as it is - but we are not our own masters with regard to
retaining our school, or our bus services; nor can we expect our
shops to make a prof it if our population is in decline. And in
decline it will be unless we can house some more young families.
It would be possible to build many new houses quite quickly. The
Trust could sell off - at a very considerable prof it - many of
its 'infill' sites which individuals would be glad to buy, let
alone speculators. There are - as we know only too well - plenty
of people who would like to come to Gui ting and who would
willingly pay for the privilege. There are also any number of
speculators who would like to make money out of it.
There are two reasons why we do not intend to sell off building
plots. The first is the difficulty - I do not say, impossibility
- of ensuring that what is built is reasonably congruent with our
old houses.
One can require that all plans shall have our
consent and so on.
(We did this when selling our cottage in
Castlett Street).
But the enforcement of such conditions would,
I greatly fear, lead us into all sorts of difficulties.
Moreover, the Charity Commissioners will not allow us to sell
such plots privately, choosing the purchasers; they insis~ on our
getting the maximum price, which means selling by public auction.
Moreover, given existing building regulations, it is extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to design pleasant small houses,
especially it they are detached. The proportions simply do not
work out nicely. It is much easier to design larger houses, or
groups of houses, when the total height is not too great in
relation to the width of the building.
Any modifications to
small houses to get over such difficulties are inevitably costly.
Given that our Trust is deeply concerned with architectural
amenity, we could not be party to spoiling the Guiting picture
with the kind of houses which are only too common elsewhere.
Such considerations may or may not greatly interest others.
But
our second reason for not selling off plots is that it would do
no good at all to our community needs if these were bought - as
they would be - by well-to-do people, middle aged or older for
the most part - who would be unlikely to have many - or any young children. How many people with young families have bought
houses in Guiting during the past ten or fifteen years - and sent
them to our school? Very, very few.
I have made a rough count
- no doubt with some errors - and find that over 30 of the
youngsters under 11 live in our houses, and only about 7 in other
- houses.
No doubt there are a few people in Guiting who would like to
build houses for themselves, but I can't see that they would have

a chance in competition with others from outside. And as I have
said, we should not be allowed to sell at reduced prices in the
same way that, after a terrific and frightening fight, I managed
to get the Charity Commissioners to allow us to rent houses at
less than economic rents to local people.
It is for these reasons that I can see no hope of allowing
Guiting to grow, and at the same time to retain its present
character Carchi tectural and social), unless we ourselves carry
out some new building. We could only do this slowly, because we
are limited by our financial and labour resources, but that need
not be a bad thing.
Gradual growth is more likely to be
satisfactory than any sort of mushroom development. For example,
our present need is for two and three-bedroomed houses, but this
may change.
I mentioned financial resources. We could, of course, borrow
money - at the current rates of, say 12% or more. But that would
mean expensive houses. Our house rents - low as they are - do
not give us more than a 4% return (in rough figures) on what they
have cost us, allowing for inflation. The only way in which we
save money for new work is because we have agricultural rents
from our land.
We could rent houses at market prices and do
vastly better for ourselves thereby - we should probably get
nearly twice as much rent - but we should not then be able to
house young local people at lower rents.
Building for renting at low rates is far from economic even when
we employ direct labour and do not have to pay contractors'
overheads or prof its.
But we are willing to have a go at it
provided we get co-operation from those who benefit most from our
activities. We could make a great deal of money (for charitable
purposes only, of course) if we sold each house of which we
obtained possession; our tenants are occupying houses which would
average something like £40,000 if sold on the open market. If we
make such a sacrifice financially, not to mention the worry and
work involved in being a landlord in the 1980's, do they
appreciate it?
I sometimes wonder - indeed, I often wonder.
Some, I fancy, do not think about this at all.
GARAGE RATES:
There has been a slight increase in rates for our
lock-up garages, although we are not increasing the rents this
year. The total due, per quarter, will be £11-38 for the 16 in
the double row and £10.72 for the two odd ones at right angles to
it. (I hope I have got this right - I can't recheck as it is a
Bank Holiday!).
Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
JUNE

The following take place every week.

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup
(NOT May 31 - June 3)
Youth Club

9.30-12.00p.rn.

Tuesday

Brownies
Badminton N.C.B.C.

5.30-7.30p.rn.
7.30p.rn.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12.00p.m.
7.30p.rn.

Thu~sday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9. 30-12. OOp.m.
7.30p.rn.

Sunday

Badminton Club

7. 30p.rn.

7.00-9.00p.rn.

12.00 noon
7.30p.rn.

SPECIAL EVENTS At:D MEETINGS IN JUNE
Wednesday

lst

Cheery Club

2.30p.rn.

Sunday

Sth

Cricket v. Prestbury

Horne

Wednesday

8th

WI Meeting. Roses - Mr
Peter Thompson; Competition:
Miniature Flower Arrangement
Cricket v. Great Rissington

7.30p.rn.
Horne

Tuesday

14th

Cricket v. Asian Sports

Horne

Thursday

16th

Cricket v. West Midland Farmers

Away

Sunday

19th

Cricket v. Shipton Under Wychwood

Home

Cheery Club Outing - meet in
Square
Cricket v. Notgrove

10.45a.rn.
Away

Cricket v. Winchcornbe 2nd XI

Horne

Cricket v. Greyhound Cavaliers

Horne

Wednesday 22nd

Sunday

26th

Wednesday 29th

The WI wish to thank all those who gave so generously at the
Coffee Evening in aid of the Cobalt Unit Appeal.
The sum raised
was £201.82.

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday June

Sth

Holy Communion

12th

Evensong

19th

Matins

26th

Evensong

ll.15a.m.
6.00p.m.
11.lSa.m.
6.00p.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday June

Sth
19th

Evening Prayers

3.00p.m.

Holy Communion

9.00a.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

11.00a.m.
6.00p.m.
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UNDERGROUNDING OF TELEPHONE CABLE: We are about to have a second
disturbance through cable-laying. This time, British Telecom are
planning to lay a cable from a point opposite to Naunton Inn,
down Trinity, up to Dyer's Hill and along to a point opposite to
Latimer Court. There will therefore be no works in the village
but access to it and egress from it will be restricted.
It is
hoped, though this has not yet been settled, that the work will
begin on or about July 25th and that it will take about 7 weeks
to complete.
Permission from the Highway Authority has been given for this
stretch of road (plus a little way along towards Barton) to be
officially closed during this period, but it is expected that
small vehicles - cars, motor-cycles, etc. - will be able to get
through in spite of the works. Buses and large vehicles will not
be so fortunate, and both bus companies have already been
approached.
(It seems that they expect to be able to use
alternative routes, though I confess to wondering which will be
suitable for them).
Work will begin from the top road.
A narrow trench will be
excavated, but as we know only too well, there is always the
problem of the removal of soil. The hours worked will be from
Mondays to Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and a representative of
British Telecom will be actually on site all the time - he is Mr
D. J. Mitchell.
The worst patch will be the narrow stretch of road between Dyer's
Hill and Glebe Farm Buildings. I can't see anything but a very
small car or a motorbike getting past the works there, so that
will mean a detour for most of us to get out of the village at
this end.
Looking at the map, I calculate very roughly that they will take
a couple of weeks to get through the hollow way from Naunton Inn;
another couple to get down Trinity to the bottom of Grange Hill,
and another couple of weeks to get to Latimer Court.
(An
underground cable already exists at the corner of the Dyer's).
Mr J.L. Clark is in charge of the planning of these operations.
His office is in Swindon, and he tells me .that one should dial
100 for a Service Call and ask for Swindon 22112 to get in touch
with him.
He will be at Guiting each Friday during the
operation, but will be at his off ice each morning from Mondays to
Thursdays.
That is all the information we have so far.
I must say that Mr
Clark has been careful to contact the Chairman of the Parish
Council and myself well in advance, unlike the MEB in recent
months.
The purpose of this very expensive exercise is to eliminate the
many faults which have occurred in the existing overhead line,
but as you will realise, there will be a vast improvement in this
lovely approach to Guiting when the poles are removed. I have,
of course, put in a strong plea for undergrounding of services in
the village, and hope that the official concerned with this kind
of planning will be able to offer us some useful proposals later
on.
British Telecom takes no notice of little things like harvests,
so we shall have a very awkward time bringing in corn from our
land on Fox Hill, unless the weather allows us to work at

weekends.

We must hope for the best.

I must add that British Telecom won't lay their cables on private
land, so we can't help by al lowing them to do so on any of ours.
HORNE'S STORES COTTAGES:
Horne's shop and adjoining premises
were, as you know converted into two cottages for letting to
holiday-makers. Suddenly, but not altogether to our surprise,
they were put up for sale this last month.
They occupy an
important site, visually, in the village, and the alterations
carried out on them have worried us a good deal, especially with
regard to the motley collection of windows, and the unscreened
high-level car park.
Our Trustees quickly and unanimously
decided that we should regret it if we did not buy them,
especially as they could have been put to all sorts of uses which
might not fit in with the village. So we have contracted to do
so, and shall get possession, we hope, on September lst.
The Trust had some savings put by to enable it to begin some new
building next year. These, of course, will now go; indeed I am
having to help out temporarily with the purchase money. We shall
have to spend quite a lot putting the windows etc. right, for
which there will be no return other than the satisfaction of
improving that part of the village. There won't be much return
either, if we let them in our usual way - rents bear no relation
to freehold values.
We think, however, that as conservationists
we have done the right thing.
The right thing, I mean, for
Guiting.
The premises consist of the early XIXth house, the lower part of
which was used as the shop. Alterations will be needed here to
bring the windows back to the style of their period, and we shall
have to reinstate the door - even if it isn't used much by the
occupants. The premises behind are puzzling - I fancy that there
was a pretty old house here, but someone at the end of the last
century (or even the very beginning of this one) installed large
Victorian-Tudor windows.
These are out of scale with the
village, but we shall have to accept them and do the best we can
to make them practical. Does anyone know who did this work and
why?
BLEDISLOE COMPETITION:
------Meeting, by a majority

It was decided at the Annual Parish
vote, that we should not enter this
competition this year, and it would seem that many other villages
have taken the same line.
Personally - I still have no vote - I
think the decision was a wise one. If and when the conditions
are altered so that the judging is done over a given period
without warning, which would be a real test, I would hope that we
could enter another time. But the sprucing-up of any village for
a couple of dates is no real test of how it is kept.
On the
whole - though the r e are lapses from time to time - Guiting is
well kept all the year round, and I hope we don't need any
competition to prod us into action.
It was quite infuriating
when, on one occasion, a judge commented that it was obvious that
a 'special effort' had been made with the churchyard!
Considering the work put in, year after year, month after month,
by our rota of chaps, irrespective of any competition, this was a
most unfortunate remark. Churchyards are hell to mow, and we all
owe a big debt to those who carry out this task so well.

CALENDAR OF EVERTS AND MEETINGS
To be held at the Village Hall <unless stated elsewhere)
JULY

The following take place every week.

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup
Youth Club

9.30-12.00 noon
7.00-9.00p.m.

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.

7.30p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club

7.30p.m.

12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Pre-School Playgroup Term ends 22nd July.
Youth Club Meetings finish on 18th July - re-open 12th September.
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JULY

Sunday

3rd

Cricket - Hatherley & Reddings

Home

Wednesday

6th

PARISH COUNCIL (Committee Room)

7.30p.m.

Sunday

lOth

Cricket - Longborough

Home

Wednesday

13th

WI "Surnames" Mrs C R Guest
Competition: Old Historic Garment

7.30p.m.

Cheery Club - Castlett Street
Gardens Meeting

3.00p.m.

School Sale. Tea and Bring & Buy
Sale. Money raised will go towards
school funds and a proportion to
Dr Barnado's Homes.

2.00p.m.

Friday

lSth

Sunday

17th

Hatherley & Reddings Cricket

Away

Tuesday

19th

Cricket - Longborough

Away

Sunday

24th

Cricket - Ryeworth Sunday XI

Away

Wednesday

27th

Cricket - Great Rissington

Away

MUSIC FESTIVAL START 23rd-29th.

•

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday July

3rd

Holy Communion

11.lSa.m.

lOth

Evensong

17th

Matins

24th

Evensong

6.00p.m.

3lst

Holy Communion

6.00p.m.

6.00p.m.
11.lSa.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday July

3rd
17th

Evening Prayers

3.00p.m.

Holy Communion

9.00a.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

11.00a.m.

.

6.00p.m .
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BRITISH TELECOM'S CABLE-LAYING: As you will know,
begun, on schedule, and progress - helped by the
been good.
The hours of work have been reduced
5.SOp.m. - which should help quite a few people,
_the really tricky bits have not yet been reached.

August, 1983
this work has
weather - has
- 8.30a.m. to
but of course

I hear that the Trust, (or more likely, I,) is being blamed for
this nuisance. This is quite untrue, we had no more idea than
anyone else of British Telecom's intentions, any more than we
had, two years ago, of MEB's intention to lay a cable through the
village.
In both cases, as I explained, the reason for the work
is to prevent accidental interruptions of services - and about
time, too, so far as the MEB is concerned, judging from the
"explosion" which occurred a week or two ago. But in both cases,
we are pleased that eyesores - poles - will eventually · be
removed. Church Road has long been disfigured by that awful Hpole and skied transformer; the lovely road down into the
Windrush Valley from the Foxhill pub will be even more lovely
without telephone poles. If I . had my way, all the poles in the
village would be removed - as I hope they will be one day - but
none of us can control these large organisations except
occasionally to pay large sums to eliminate the odd pole or two,
as we did for Hollow Bottom.
(If there is anything uglier than
a line of poles, it is one pole sticking up like a sore thumb, as
there would have been opposite the pub had we not subsidised its
removal).
Anyhow, British Telecom simply would not consider laying their
cable across any private land to avoid digging up the public
road, so there was nothing we could do about it. Nor would they
take any responsibility had we been able to open up any
alternative route.
How we are going to manage about harvesting
remains to be seen - such little matters are ignored by big
organisations.
~
I am bound to say that British Telecom, unlike MEB, have been
most careful to advise everybody about their plans and could not
have been more considerate in this respect.
WAR MEMORIAL: A few years ago, when we had all sorts of lifting
tackle on the estate because of the oil exploration, I suggested,
as some may remember, that we might be able to move the War
Memorial to a higher (and more dominating) site on the Lower
Green, so that the remains of the market cross could be put back
on its original site. This idea aroused great indignation from
the British Legion, so I did not follow it up. But I do wish
that the British Legion members, or others, would help to stop
visitors sitting on the memorial, dumping gear on it, or eating
meals on it.
Of course, I don't live in the Square, so don't
know what happens there all the time. But so far as I can see, I
am the only person who objects to these activities, and I should
like to thtnk that others will help to prevent them. Chains, we
found, were no help at all.
It is, of course, hard to protect war memorials indefinitely. It
seems to me, however, that every effort should be made to respect

them, anyhow until there are no longer any persons living who
remember those commemorated on them. Or the children of those
who died.
If you agree with this principle, will you please
politely ask these visitors to move - perhaps to the oak seat on
the Upper Green?
DENIAL: A remark made the other day by one of our tenants showed
thatthere is at least one person who imagines that the rents for
our houses go into my own pocket. This, if true, would be both
illegal and immoral.
It is of course quite contrary to all
charity law that the donor should benefit in any way from any
charitable trust which he has created. Nor have I ever done so
at any tim·· , and I rather object to the mere suggestion, which of
course may ari "-= through sheer ignorance.
Far from benef i tting
financially ~ P any way whatsoever, I put in a very great deal of
hard work, entirely unpaid, for our Trust, and have done over the
past 25 years.
I know that there have been some who have
suggested otherwise - that there is some 'fiddle' involved. This
was once said to my face, and I fear has been said behind my
back. So let me state once and for all that there is, never has
been, and never wi l l be any 'fiddle' so far as I am concerned,
and that to say otherwise is to commit slander and to write
otherwise would be libellous - in both cases, defamation in law.
You can't have your cake and eat it, rightly enough. Charities
don't pay tax as the rest of us do, and to create a charity means
to give up any claim to the assets, capital or income, of that
charity. There can be no financial gain to the donor, however
much others may benefit.
But there are, strangely enough to
some, other motives than financial ones which move people to
create charities.
Such as conservation, whether of buil.dings or
amenities or communities, research and so on. As in Guiting.
Likewise, our Trustees are not paid at all for the time, trouble
and responsibilities they undertake, except insofar as they work
for us in their professional capacity Claw and accountancy) as is
right and proper and laid down in our Trust Deed. If, after me,
any should help with administration, they would be entitled to a
regulated (and small) remuneration. Our administrative costs are
minimal - a secretary/book-keeper who works three mornings a
week (plus occasional overtime at peak periods) and that includes
all the bookwork for the farming company as well.
So our record
is very good. Every so often there is a scandal or near-scandal
reported in the Press about some public charity or other whose
administrative costs seem to be excessive, or whose staff do
unduly well on the charity bandwaggon - "jobs for the boys" and
so forth. But no one could say that of our show, unless they are
ignorant or lying.
Finally, I may say that any work done on my houses, is always
costed and charged up to me, being in fact deducted from sums
which the Trust owes me. Nothing is done for me for nothing in
the way of maintenance or improvements.
ANDREW EAST: Andrew is back home from Hartpury, where as you may
know he won a prize given by West Midland Farmers' Association in
connection with agricultural machinery .
He has begun work with
us again, but will go off to Evesham on a 3-month's course in
September of this year and of next, also on agricultural
engineering.
He has obviously inherited his father's talents in
this sphere; and indeed always played with model tractors since
he was a toddler, as I well remember. Congratulations to him
from us all!
PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP:
Mrs Anna Saunders, who has been our
supervisor for over 2 years, has kindly carried on during the
past term, although she has moved from the village. We are all
very grateful to her for this and for her devotion and excellent
work.

We do realise that we shall have to consider the appointment of a
successor because of the possibility of severe winter weather and
bad travelling conditions. However, we hope that she will carry
over into part or all of next term.
All mothers who are interested Cie who already participate with
their children or who consider doing so) are invited to a meeting
at Greenbank House on Wednesday, August lOth, at 7.30p.m. to hear
about this and to discuss all matters affecting the group.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS AT VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be held elsewhere)
AUGUST

The following take place every week:-

Monday

No Youth Club until September 12th.

Thursday

Day Centre

12.00 noon

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN AUGUST
Tuesday

2nd

Townswomens Guild

Sunday

7th

Cricket Match v. Asian Sports

Home

Pre-School Playgroup meeting Greenbank House

7.30p.m.

Wednesday lOth

WI visit to Cirencester "ART CLASS"
Cheery Club - Garden Meeting at
Mrs Bingley's. Meet in Square

3.15p.m.

Friday

12th

Youth Club Disco

Sunday

14th

Cricket Match v. Prestbury

Away

Sunday

18th

Cricket Match Single Wicket

Home

Friday

26th

Flower Show

Saturday

27th

Flower Show

Monday

29th

Youth Club all day

GUITING POWER SCHOOL
The Staff and children would like to thank all parents and
friends who supported the Bring and Buy Sale. £101.50 was raised
and £20 has been donated to Dr Barnardo's Homes.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday August

7th

Parish Communion

11.lSa.m.

14th

Evensong

2lst

Family Service

28th

Evensong

6.00p.m.

7th

Evening Prayers

3.00p.m.

2lst

Holy Communion

9.00a.m.

Sunday School

11.00a.m.

6.00p.m.
11.lSa.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday August

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Evening Service

6.00p.m.
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BRITIStt TELECOM: The cable-laying seems to be still well on
schedule :-and should cease to inconvenience us in a week or ten
days.
I must say that, given their awkward t ask, the men
couldn't have worked more tidily, or taken more car e to leave
roads free overnight and during week-ends.
I don't know how soon
they will be able to remove the posts, but when they do, the roa d
to Gui ting from the Foxh i 11 pub wi 11 be even lovelier than it has
been for many years. And our telephone service should be much
less vulnerable to bad weather.
M.E.B.: M.E.B. has blotted its copy-book yet again this year, by
removing and replacing a pole in a garden without warning.
It
was known that the pole would have to be replaced, but nothing
was said as to when this would be done. I have duly regist2red a
complaint at high level, and have asked when we can expect the
projected work to take place when the transformer off Well Lane
is to be replaced with a ground-level one in the centre of the
village. These matters are being investigated. Meanwhile I hope
that no one else has been inconvenienced.
I hope that everyone is pleased with the absence of that awful
transformer and its H-pole in Church Road.
When it was erected,
in, I think, 1959 or thereabouts, I was told that if it were
grounded it would be liable to damage by lightning, thus causing
current failures.
Not wishing thus to inflict the village, I
agreed reluctantly to its erection, but have felt sore about it
ever since.
GUITING NOT AN ESTATE VILLAGE: And how not! Various people have
referred to-Yt thus and recently in an interesting book about
such villages it is mentioned as such.
This is historically and
factually quite wrong. Guiting is a very funny-peculier village,
and though it may not be unique, I don't know of any other
similar set-up; it would be most interesting to hear of any.
An estate village, properly so called, is one where all or most
of the houses have been built to provide for workers attached to
a large estate, and usually a great house. Or else, especially
in the north, to house those working in a factory or mill. In
other words, their houses are mostly tied, and often there are
alms-houses or their equivalents.
I think that Stanway would
qualify as such; certainly Great Barrington is one, so is Coln
St. Aldwyn - and many others. Nowadays, of course, houses are
often sold off, but it is usually fairly easy to see that they
were built at about the same time, in the same style.
Any old manor will, of course, have had its copy-holders who
worked on the lord's land, but these are usually few. This manor
has always had a few tied houses of this kind: at the end of the
l 7th Century, Sir James How had 24 tenants, of whom 18 were copyholders and 6 had leases. A hundred years later, Mr John Walker
had a similar number.
When the memorial estate was split up in
1933, a few houses would have gone to each of the farms of which

•

it was composed - but nothing like the number now belonging to
the estate.
It was Mr Washbourn who altered this very usual position.
Not
only did he collect most of the land which had belonged to the
manor, he also bought from time to time a number of houses which
had never had any previous connection with it.
We have to
remember that, though never having a great house - only a modest
manor house - Guiting had its market licence in 1330. And whereever there is a market, traders arrive who pay a money rent and
are therefore much more independent. Sooner or later, houses or
(more likely) plots of land would be sold. Thus Guiting and all
similar villages would have acquired several free-holders who
bought or built their own houses. And so it has remained.
When Mr Washbourn came here aftrer the First War, cottages
(nearly always in very poor nick) were dirt cheap.
Even as late
as 193~, the going rate for a small cottage was £70, or £100 for
a pair.
So he collected these "unconsidered trifles", and ended
up with some 48 houses and cottages, of which only about 10 would
have had any connection with the manor other than having been
built on land which would have originally belonged to it
centuries ago.
In the long term, these would have been a good
investment, if sold; not nearly so good if restored and
internally modernised for letting. We even had to buy one or two
more from other people chiefly in order to provide houses for our
farm staff.
So that is why Guiting is so odd. We have always done our best
not to make our houses look as though they belonged to an estate
village, by varying the colour of paints used. Indeed, I think
the only reliable means of telling whether a home is one of ours
or not is that if it is , it won't have an aerial on its chimney!
Nor w i 11 its external paint be white. (The Horne cottages w i 11
be altered in due course).
VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK: The Management Committee have asked us to
make public the fact that commercial vehicles may only park
overnight if their owners have first obtained permission for them
to do so.
This is, of course, a private car park, primarily
intended for private cars.
HARVEST, 1983: To get all the corn in by the end of August is a
most unusual-happening; but it would have been better had the
yields been up to those of last year. We seem to be about 20%
down on those admittedly high figures, the winter wheat keeping
up best and the winter barley worst - as someone has said, all
straw and no barley. The picture emerges that plants, like the
rest of us, don't work hard if everything comes too easy for
them, and are therefore not able to cope with a subsequent
drought. The early-sown wheat and spring barley did the best,
but rain stopped play and delayed sowing in October and in March,
apart from mucking up seed-bed preparation.
All these observations are subject to modification when we get
all the figures out, together with the most interesting results
of the ADAS trials on our land from which we hope to learn much.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS AT VILLAGE HALL
(Unless shown to be held elsewhere)
SEPTEMBER
Monday

Tuesday

The following take place every week:Pre-School Playgroup
(from September 7th)
Youth Club (from September 12th)

9.30-12.00 noon

N.C.B.C.

7.30p.m.

Badminton

7.00-9.00p.m.

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club (2lst September)

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

12.00 noon
7.30p.rn.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER

Saturday

3rd

Baptist Funds Coffee Morning

Sunday

4th

Cricket Match v. St. Stephens

Horne

Wednesday

7th

Cheery Club

2. 30p .rn.

PARISH COUNCIL (Committee Room)
Sunday

llth

Wednesday 14th
Sunday

18th

Wednesday 2lst

Cricket Match v. Prestbury

Away

W.I. Members Meeting

7.30p.m.

Cricket - Single Wicket

Home

Cheery Club

2.30p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday September

4th
llth
18th
25th

Parish Communion
Evensong
Family Service
Evensong

ll.15a.m.
6.00p.m.
11.lSa.m.
6.00p.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday September

4th
18th

Evening Prayers
Holy Communion

3.00p.m.
9.00a.m.

Sunday School
Evening Service

11·.00a.m.
6.00p.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday

25th

Wednesday 28th

Harvest Festival Services
Rev. H. Clements

6.00p.m.

Tea in Village Hall
5.00p.m.
Service in Chapel
4.00p.m.
Speaker Rev. W. Morris West
Principal Bristol Baptist College.
l
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CH AR I TY.

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED for financial help from this Charity,
which under the Trus~Deed is for:'Any charitable purposes for the general benefit of the
inhabitants of the area of Guiting Power for which provision is
not made out of rates, taxes or other public funds'.
Any Parishioner - Club - Organization of Guiting Power - or any
suggestions for a new project or initiative, should make an
application to the Parish Council in writing setting out as fully
as possible the approximate cost and purpose for which the money
is required.
The Trustees, i.e., the Parish Council, will consider each
application upon its merits and reserve the right to grant or
refuse any application.
Applications must be received by 3lst December 1983 and will be
considered early in 1984.
Dated lOth September, 1983.

Signed
Clerk to the Parish Council.

SCHOOL TEA and SALE:
There will be a tea and sale with a Bringand-Buy-5tall in the school on Friday, 2lst October, at 2 pm.
Money raised will provide for Christmas activities. Part of the
proceeds will also help to start a fund to buy a Computer, which
will cost £225 (subsidised price).
You are asked to support this effort, and all donations will be
welcome.
BBC 1 Film - 'The Aerodrome':
I read in the Listener that the
proposed date for the showing of this film is Tuesday, October
25th, presumably in the evening. I have not yet heard anything
from the BBC itself, and as we all know, times of showing are
liable to be altered. So all we can do is to make a note of this
date and await further confirmation in the Radio Times or
otherwise. If I get any direct news, I shall putup a notice on
the notice-board.
Mr Mark Boulton has very kindly said ~-hat he will have the film
recorded on videotape, and will show it later to those who have
not been able to see it on BBCl.
I don't know if this offer
includes those who have seen themselves (and Guiting) already and
want to do so again!
Details will be given when these have been
arranged.

CORRECTION: I have only just noticed an error at the bottom of
last month's Gazette - 1933 appears instead of 1833.
My
apologies for a mistake either in my copy or in my proofcorrecting. It was on the death of Mr John Walker in 1833 that
this estate was split between his elder son, who lived at the Old
Manor and farmed Manor Farm, and his younger son who lived at
Greenfield House and farmed Greenfield Farm. The descendants of
both families fell upon hard times, wholly or partly due to
agricultural depression. It was thus - and no doubt for other
reasons also - that Guiting went into decline from about the
middle of the 19th century - a decline from which we hope it has
now been saved. At least we can say that, unless there is a
nuclear holocaust which would destroy pretty well everything
everywhere, the Trust will be able to look after its properties
indefinitely. An agricultural depression would certainly clip
its wings as regards further development, but it would not I
think prevent it from caring for its houses.
NOTICES IN GAZETTE: I am afraid that our list of church services
last month turned out to have been incorrect. But this was not
our fault; we rely on those concerned to advise us of changes on
their routine, special events and so forth.
Some organisations
are very good about this - I should mention that Mrs Bodsworth
always lets us know in good time about Cheery Club activities,
and Mrs Sylvia Wood is equally good about Baptist functions.
Since incorrect information is worse than no information, we
shall not attempt to publish notices of events of which we are
not notified. We try to get the Gazette out by the first of each
month, which means that we need copy a week before that, and
preferably a bit sooner.
Raymond Cochrane

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH,
Sunday

Oct

ST FAITH'S,
Sunday

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

GUITING POWER
Holy Communion
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Family Service
Evensong
Holy Communion

11.15
6.00
11.15
6.00
6.00

am
pm
am
pm
pm

FARMCOTE
Oct

2nd
16th

Harvest Festival
Holy Communion

3.00 pm
9.00 am

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

11.00 am
6.00 pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held at the Village Hall <unless stated elsewhere).
OCTOBER

The following take place every week.

Monday

Pre-school Playgroup
Youth Club

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.
Brownies

Wednesday

Pre-school Playgroup
Badminton Club

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-school Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

Sunday

Badminton Club

9.30 - 12.00 noon
7.00 9.00 pm
7.30 pm
9.30

-

12.00 noon
7.30 pm
12.00 noon
7.30 pm

9.30

-

12.00 noon
7.30 pm
7.30 pm

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN OCTOBER
Saturday

Oct

lst

Football

Wednesday

Oct

Sth

Cheery Club - Emmanuel Singers
(with visitors from Ashton House)

2.30 pm

Wednesday

Oct 12th

W.I~ Meeting - Trek Through the
Himalayas - Mrs Henderson
Competition: Halloween Turnip

7 .30 pm

Saturday

Oct 15th

Football

Wednesday

Oct 19th

Cheery Club - Talk with Slides
by Mrs Lovett-Turner
(with visitors from Naunton)

2.30 pm

Friday

Oct 2lst

SCHOOL TEA & SALE with Bring &
Buy Stall in the School

2.00 pm

Saturday

Oct 22nd

Football

Wednesday

Oct 26th

Horticultural

Saturday

Oct 29th

Football
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BBC 1 Film - "The Aerodrome":
We seem to be back to square one.
No news of the showing of this film in the current Radio Times,
and no news from the BBC. I haven't any idea how theydecide-on
their programmes - and then change their minds. It must be a
complicated business with such a huge organisation • We shall of
course let you know if and when we do hear anything more.
GRENADA: It is curious, but perhaps natural, that when one has
been to a place or country, and actually seen it, one feels much
more interested in it than one would otherwise have been.
My
wife and I spent a day at Grenada when our banana boat was
picking up its stock of bananas - carried onto the ship on the
heads of a large number of brightly-dressed women. We hired a
car and were taken round about the capital, St George's.
I
remember the wonderful views from the Governor's residence (it
became, I think, that of the Prime Minister> and many litle
small holdings where cocoa, nutmegs and coffee were grown, as
well as the inevitable bananas. The tropical country was lovely,
and the people seemed to be very pleasant and cheerful, although
most were pretty poor.
It was the last place where one would
expect violence and ~urder or a military coup.
I had just written the above paragraph when news came through
that the island had been invaded by American and Caribbean
forces. The situation seems to be just about as complicated as
it could be, what with the recent murder of the Prime Minister
and his colleagues, and the presence, at his invitation, of
hundreds of Cubans on the island, building what we would think to
be a totally unnecessary airfield of vast size. Why had Grenada,
with its population of 110,000 people (and never looking as
though there were even that many), any need for 1,000 armed
soldiers, and why were the Cuban construction men also armed?
Was there something sinister going on, as the Americans
presumably suspected as well as the governments of other islands?
And even if there was, does armed invasion help, with all its
international repercussions.
Time alone will tell, but the
American habit of trying to use force to impose its idealism on
other peoples is a dangerous one.
If only the United Nations had the will and the guts and the
teeth to provide a world-wide police-force-cum-fire-brigade which
on a strictly neutral basis could tackle thuggery and terrorism
anywhere in the world without taking sides!
LEAVES AND GUTTERS: To return to our parochial affairs, as you
know-,-trees and creepers have done very well this year. But we
are coming to the time when their leaves will do their damndest
to block up guttering and fill gulleys. Will all those of our
tenants concerned please see that their gutters, rainwater heads
and gulleys are kept clear before we have any serious f rests? If
they don't (and this is their responsbility) there is a serious
risk that frost will damage gutters and downpipes.
If we have
to repair and reinstate these, we shall have to charge for the
work involved - far cheaper to keep them clear!
THE ------PEERING -----PUBLIC:
Some of us have suffered from the
extraordinary behaviour of a few visitors who actually try to see
into our houses.
I don't know whether they think that we

countrymen are animals in a zoo, or what!
I have seen them do
their best in the Square; one once walked down the (obviously
private) drive of the Old Manor and peered into our windows; and
they used, quite often, to look into the windows of our estate
office when it was at the Malt House. Quite shocking - but then
there are a few shockers about, alas!
Luckily, such people are nearly always disappointed.
It is a
physical impossibility to see into a room - even if there are no
curtains at all - unless it is what we call cross-lit (or unless
the light is on). A room is cross-lit when it has a window in
more than one wall; when it is, it is·vulnerable to such peering.
But when there is only one window (or two in the same wall)
peering types can only see something if they literally press
their faces against the window - and a flower-bed is pretty good
protection against their doing so.
Thus, although people may feel exposed, they really aren't,
unless they have windows in two walls, or have the light on. Our
estate office was cross-lit, so people could see us at work until we looked up and strafed them.
But of course it is much
less bad when they look into an off ice than into a private
sitting room.
Incidentally, net curtains are no protection when the light is
on. Don't take my word for any of this - check for yourselves.
You really do need thick curtains when you have the light on in
any vulnerable room. So as far as you can, draw back curtains
and enjoy the views most of you have, whether of Guiting or the
surrounding country.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held at the Village Hall (Unless stated elsewhere)
NOVEMBER
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup
Youth Club

9.30-12.00 noon
7.00-9.00p.m.

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.
Brownies

7.30p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club

7.30p.m.

12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER
Wednesday

2nd

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
(Committee Room)

Saturday

Sth

CHEERY CLUB AUTUMN FAIR

2.30p.m.

Wednesday

9th

W.I. AGM
Bell Ringers from Ampney Crucis

7.30p.m.

Saturday

12th

Wednesday 16th
Saturday

19th

Football
Cheery Club LUNCH PARTY at
"Farmers Arms"
Football
Rummage Sale (Chapel)

Friday

25th

Whist Drive - British Legion

Saturday

26th

Football

Wednesday 30th

Horticultural AGM (Tea Room)
Cheery Club

12.lSp.m.
2.15p.m •.

2.30p.m.

The Cheery Club Autumn Fair 2.30-4.00p.m. It is the Club's main
fund raising event.
Please give your support, on Saturday,
November Sth.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday November

6th

Holy Communion

ll.15a.m.

13th

Remembrance Service*

20th

Family Service

27th

Evensong

6.00p.m.

6th

Evening Prayers

3.00p.m.

20th

Holy Communion

9.00p.m.

ll.15a.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday November

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday November 13th

Sunday
6th t 2Qth t 27th

Sunday School and Brownies
Remembrance Service
Conducted by Rev. H Clements
- all welcome.
10.15a.m.
Evening Service

6.00p.m.

Sunday School
Evening Service

11. OOa .m.

6.00p.m.

*On Sunday 13h November the British Legion and Brownies will
parade at a Remembrance Day Service at St Michael's Church,
Guiting Power at 3.00p.m.
Everyone will be welcome at this
Service.
·
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FILM: "THE AERODROME": I have now heard from Miss Sarah Busby,
who says that this film should be shown on Tuesday, December
She goes on to say that
1 3th..t. at (she thinks) 9.25p.m.
"Unfortunately the post-production procedure is not all that it
might be at the BBC and there is no efficient system that takes
responsibility for writing to all the people who were involved in
the production. I therefore express my appreciation in advance
for passing the news on via your newsletter as I do not have the
time to write to everybody individually". She goes on, "I trust
that the year since we were disrupting the daily routine in
Guiting has been a peaceful and successful one. May I also take
this opportunity to express my best wishes to everybody in
....._ Guiting for Christmas and the New Year?."
Clearly we must check up as the time of showing in the Radio
Times.
9.:25p.m. does seem a bit too late, but there is nothing
we-can do about it. At least it is not during working hours.
Miss Busby, who took a deal of trouble during the production, has
certainly kept her promise to keep us informed.
RENTING OR �UYING HOUSES: To rent a house means that you borrow
it from the landlord - you borrow an actual house just as you
might borrow cash from a bank. Consequently, you have to pay
interest on the capital involved, whether as cash or as a
building.
A bank, nowadays, will charge something like 14% per
year interest; a good landlord will be lucky to get about 3%
interest on the value of his house, assuming that he looks after
his share of the maintenence. To take out a mortgage now costs
11.25% a year, though at the end of whatever period - 20 years,
perhaps, or 40 years - it will have been paid off and the house
belongs eventually to the mortgagee. Mortgage payments are
,...._ relieved from tax.
Those are the bare facts. There is much to be said for buying a
house through a mortgage when prices are rising and there is no
Capital Gains Tax on profits made in selling a house in which the
vendor has lived for a period. But it is expensive - very
expensive compared with renting - and this especially in a
district such as the Cotswolds where house prices are very high.
For example, we now have our late Nurse's House up for sale for
offers over £32,500. This would mean that the purchaser, having
produced a cash deposit, would have to pay something like £3,375
a year for a mortgage. Most of our houses would be worth at
least that amount on the open market with vacant possession, yet
we should only ask something of the order of £1,000 or £1,200 a
year in rent, which is a very different proposition, even though
the house would remain ours. If we sold off our houses as they
became vacant, the Trust would make an enormous amount of money,
but the majority of its tenants would not be able to live here
and the character of the village would change completely.
Many people are much in favour of people buying houses, because
they say that only those who own their houses look after them
properly. This may well be true in some places; all I can say is
that we have many tenants who couldn't care for the houses better
if thel( did own them, and a few who wouldn't care much even if
they did. Then there is the political angle; the Tories feel

sure that there are more votes to be gained from mortgagees than
from tenants and the Labour people think that they will collect
more votes from tenants.
Be all that as it may, the private landlord has been or is being
forced out of business - who could live on 3%, taxed as unearned
income? not to mention the worries and responsibilities involved
in the ownership of houses. And that means, in this sort of
district, there are fewer and fewer houses available for rent,
which is bound to hurt people with small incomes and force them
into the towns and cities.
All this means that a house, however valuable with vacant
possession, is worth very little indeed with a sitting tenant,
especially if he is fairly young. Which, presumably, is why
landlords such as local Councils or the Church Commissioners,
offer discounts to their tenants who want to buy. This confuses
the issue, since these tenants have usually paid only interest in
the past, and therefore get their houses at a very cheap price as
compared with people who have a mortgage. It is a topsy-turvy
situation, and hardly a week passes without some councillor or
editor complaining bitterly that no houses are available in the
Cotswold villages for the young who can't afford to buy. This quite apar� from conserving our charming houses - is a state of
affairs which, wisely or not, we have sought to remedy in our
little area.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: We are asked to say that this
Committee is organising a long-term scheme, beginning in January,
1984. It is running a 100 Club, which operates as follows:
Each month members will be able to buy a number which will then
be entered in a draw. The first three numbers to be drawn will
win cash prizes which will total 50% of the total amount taken
in that particular month. Members will be able to buy either a
50p monthly ticket or a £6.00 annual ticket.
The Committee hopes that this scheme will provide a healthy boost
for the Hall funds, and will be run under the auspices of the
Cotswold District Council.
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS: Our farm and building staff will, as usual,
take certain days off due to them, as well as the public
holidays, at this time. Therefore, they will not be on duty
during the week between Christmas and New Year's Day, but will
return to life on Tuesday, January 3rd. But, equally as usual,
emergencies (of which I hope there will be none) will be dealt
with by Eric Sharratt (Tel. 509) or John Robbins (Tel. 393_>.
ESTATE OFFICE: The estate office wil be open on Monday, December
19th and Tuesday, December 20th, but not on Friday December 23rd.
It will then be closed until Friday, December 30th and will be
open again on Tuesday, January 3rd, W ednesday, January 4th and
Friday, January 6th.

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR TO YOU ALLI
Raymond Cochrane

...
CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
DECEMBER
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup
Youth Club

9.30-12 noon
7.00-9.00p.m.

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.
Brownies

7.30p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12 noon
7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

-Friday
Sunday

12.00 noon
7.30p.m.

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12 noon
7.30p.m.

Badminton Club

7.30p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN DECEMBER

Thursday

•
1st

Saturday

3rd

Thursday
- Friday

Keep Fit
Coffee Morning and Bring &
Buy Sale in aid of MARIE
CURIE FOUNDATION at Laurel
Tree Cottage, Castlett St.

8th

Keep Fit

9th

School Entertainment

Saturday

10th

Family Bingo - Refreshments
available

Sunday

11th

Football

Wednesday 14th

10.30-12 noon

7.00p.m.

Cheery Club entertainment by
the children; christmas tea
party

l.50p.m.

W.I. Our own Entertainment
Competition: Mince Pies

7.40p.m.

Thursday

15th

Keep Fit

Monday

19th

School Party

Thursday

22nd

Keep Fit

Saturday

24th

Football

Thursday

29th

Keep Fit

1.00-4.00p.m.

