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SPORTS FIELD, continued:
I have been taken to task by someone
living in Tally-ho Lane about my remarks last month. This is due
to a misunderstanding.
I said that (as far as I know)
it has
always been people living there whose dogs were allowed to cause
nuisances.
This is correct.
But it only applies to three such
people,
out of the 21 households there, and of these one, if not
two, have since left the village.
I
think that there is a further culprit in this matter,
namely
the District Council. When the first 6 council houses were built
in the early fifties,
they (I presume) erected a strong chainlink fence enclosing their property.
In course of \ time, and with
a number of children about,
this fence became partly knocked and
bent down until it was useless in certain parts.
I complained
about this through our then District Councillor.
Weeks,
if not
months, passed, and eventually the old fence was removed.
Further weeks,
if not months, passed, during which there was no
barrier at all.
Meanwhile some people - I don't remember who
they were - seemed to treat the Sports Field as an extension of
their gardens since there was nothing to stog children, dogs or
adults getting through.
Eventually, a new ffence was erected,
with stakes and two or three strands of plain wire - which was of
course quite useless . Having much else to think about, I did not
then pursue the matter.
We are now checking up on the conveyance of the land from Mr
Washbourn to the Council, and shall take the necessary action.
Meanwhile, may I
stress that there are four entrances to the
Sports Field - three near the Village Hall, and one, over a
stile,
beyond the Police Station?
There is, or should be,
no
other access to the field.
THE LATE MRS MABEL PHILLIPS: We were all sorry to hear that Mrs
Phillips died last month after a second and terminal stroke. She
had been in hospital for a year after her original stroke,
from
which she made only partial recovery, so that she was unable to
return to Guiting as she wished to do in spite of the excellent
care she had at Bourton.
Guiting will not be quite the same
without her, since she was for so long part and parcel of its
life.
Her devotion to the church was deep;
she played the
"organ" for some 65 years.
At first, it was a harmonium, then an electric contraption (which
occasionally failed and forced her to run across to the harmonium
in mid-hymn) and finally a real organ,
installed a few years
before she had to give up.
It was rightly said of her that she never left our school.
She
became a pupil teacher instead of doing so, and remained in
charge of the infant section for some 45 or so years - which is a
long time in the life of a village.
This covered the period

during which Mr Ross Willis was the head,
followed by Mrs Booth,
and then Mrs Brown.
It also, sadly, covered a decline in numbers
from about 100 when she began to teach to the 30 or so of recent
years.
There must be many, still in Guiting or elsewhere , who
were taught their letters by her;
indeed,
I think she sometimes
found it hard to believe that they had grown up.
She knew, and
was known by, everyone, and we shall miss her very much.
GUITING IN THE SUDAN: Mr Boulton tells me that he has heard from
Charles "I<ara, a Sudanese who attended a training course here in
1984,
that he has named his newly-born son "Guiting" after
"wonderful Guiting Power"!!
I wonder what the Sudanese will make
of the name!
Anyhow,
it is good that people from all over the
world come to Guiting and enjoy being here.
1984 =THE YEAR OF THE FANATIC:
That is how I, at least, shall
remember the past year;
so,
I think, will many others.
It is a
fact that although murder is just as bad when it happens in India
or Italy as when it happens near home,
we are not so badly
affected by it.
It is not in the same way "brought home" to us.
It is one of the saddest things about humans that when they are
obsessed with otherwise decent beliefs - religion, patriotism and
so on - that they think that anything goes to defend these
beliefs.
Or even,
commonly enough these days,
just to draw
attention to them.
To such fanatics,
the end justifies any
means,
such as the murder of persons totally uninvolved with
their issue - horror for horror's sake,
it would seem, and the
more horrific the better for their purpose.
One wonders what some types would do with themselves and their
fanaticism if by a miracle the Northern Ireland problems were to
be peaceably resolved and the grievances of the republicans
eliminated.
As things are, the British and their governments are
the enemy; it this were no longer so, whom would they fight? For
fight, it seems, they must - and fight with no holds barred.
At a different level,
but in their way quite shockingly,
have
been the antics of some of those who object to cruelty to
animals.
One has - at least I have - very much sympathy with
their aims.
But when,
in order to draw attention to themselves
as one must presume,
they proceed to terrify people by a hoax
about poisoned Mars bars, their whole campaign is discredite d; as
also it has been by the desecration of a grave.
Perhaps it is
impossible for ordinary sane people to understand such behaviour,
such fanaticism, perhaps it is tied up with the obvious fact that
to the media,
it is "news".
Why do we like to read about
horrors?
There is something sick somewhere in our so-called
civilisation.
Let us hope that 1985 will not be so horrific.
Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
January
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup*

9.30-12.00

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup*

9.30-12.00

Badminton Club

7.30 p.m.

Day Centre

12.00 noon

Badminton Club

7.30 p.m.

Pre-School Playgroup*

9.30-12.00

Badminton N.C.B.C.

7.30 p.m.

Badminton Club

7.30 p.m.

Thursday

Friday

Sunday

*

Term starts on January 9th for Pre-School Playgroup.

Information about Badminton is not confirmed.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JANUARY
Wednesday

2nd

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

9th

W.I. Mr Dravenec
Talk on fighting with Polish
Resistance

7.30 p.m.

Cheery Club

2.30 p.m.

Wednesday 16th

No other: information available.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday January

6th

Holy Communion

11.15 a .m.

13th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

20th

Matins

27th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

Evening Prayers

3.00 p.m.

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

11.15 a.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday January

6th
20th

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

11.00 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
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~l~!~Q~ ~QQ~~~:

As you may know, the Department of the
Environment has been sending round its architectural hiatorians
to reconsider the list of houses of architectural or historic
importance.
This is the first time the list has been revised
since we carried out our restoration work between 1958 and 1964.
We are now geiting circulars stating that this or the other house
has been included in the new list.
These have been delivered to
the occupants who have se'r'}i.lfthem on to us when we are the owners.

In some case~, it is quite clear which houses are meant. Thus
Civic Trust House has now been included, about which we are very
much pleased since it is the only one which we deliberately
rebuilt for architectural considerations, and is so called
because we gained a Civic Trust Award for it in 1964. Another is
the cottage at the bottom of Well Lane occupied by Mr and Mrs
Harry Revers (which incidentally gained us a Civic Trust
Certificate of Merit). And by a process of deduction, in spite
of a very inaccurate description, we gather that the three little
cottages - the ones with the blue doors - in the Square have also
been listed.
But there also arrived in Guiting a circular addressed to "No.2,
Guiting Power"! This defeated the Post Off ice, who sent it to us
marked "Try the Guiting Manor Amenity Trust", but also quite
defeated us.
! had to write to the Department to tell them that
Guiting was a village, not a street, and that its houses aren't
numbered, and please would they tell us which house they mean!
I
doubt if anyone can solve the mystery until they do, but if you
have any ideas, please let us know.
These "listings must be a good idea and serve to protect houses
from being spoilt by ignorant persons, Even in a Conservation
~rea,
as Guiting is, the planners offer no protection whatsoever
against horrible windows and doors - as we know to our cost.
We
have dealt with these they allowed in what was Horne's shop, and
will soon be dealing with the house behind it. The people who
deal with "listed" buildings at least know their stuff and care
that respect is shown to them.
GEESE AT SLIMBRIDGE:
The Wildfowl Trust at Slimbridge has been
overwhelmed with vast numbers of geese fleeing the terrible
weather on the continent which has been so much worse than ours.
They appealed for corn to feed them, so we rang them to say that
we had some tail corn available if they would collect it. This
they did most promptly and we are glad that they should have it.
We hope they will get enough to carry on the feeding which, I
hear, will be needed for another 6 weeks . or so.
~~;~

IS THE "DAILY MAIL" CORRECT?
I have been shown a cutting from a ·
recent issue o:f the Daily ~ail according to which the average tax
paid by employed persons is £1,150 while the average social
security payments amount to £1,350.
If this be correctly

reported, it is ample proof that we are in a sorry mess. On top
of which, there seems to be little doubt that some people in real
need get too little social security benefit whereas others get
too much.
Housing benefit seems to be doled out sometimes at
excessive rates and I hope the review will be fairer to -all
concerned. It is right and proper that people should be helped
with their rent to enable them to live in decent houses; it is,
in my view, all wrong that some should be enabled to live in
houses too big for them when smaller ones are available.
DIRECT PAYMENT OF HOUSING BENEFIT: We have recently learnt that,
if they wis~people receiving housing benefit can have this sent
direct to their landlord, thus saving them the trouble of
bringing it to the estate off ice. Mrs Hartland has the necessary
forms and will be pleased to take them round to those who would
prefer this method of payment.
~Q~Q!TIQB

QI gQQ~~~:
After two very bitter experiences of the
state in which earlier tenants had left their houses, it has been
most cheering to see that four houses recently vacated, by people
changing to other of our houses or buying ones for themselves,
have been left in perfect condition. All credit, therefore to
the Georges, Camerons, Hardings and Taylors for honouring their
obligations. All four houses need some minor improvements or
works by us, but the new occupants will find that they are up to
standard as to decorations.

BULKY REFUSE COLLECTION: The next collection of bulky household
refuse will be during the week commencing Monday 18th February
1985. Requests from householders with their name, address and
t h e nature of refuse to be collected should be sent to the
Council officers, High Street, Moreton in Marsh (Tel: Moreton
0608 50881) at least one week before the collection is due.
The
collection is for DOMESTIC type refuse only and does not iclude
business and builders waste, tools and implements, etc, or garden
rubbish.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETiNGS
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
FEBRUARY
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30-12 noon

Tuesday

Badininton N.C.B.C.
Brownies

7.30p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badininton Club

I

9.30-12 noon
7.30p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badininton Club

12 noon
7.30p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badininton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12 noon
7.30p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY

Wednesday 13

Cheery Club AGM and Bulb Show 2.30p.m.
W.I. Entertainment with our
own Records. Competition:
Valentine Card.

Monday

Cricket Club AGM (Committee
Room) .

18

7.30p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday February
ASH WEDNESDAY

3
10
17
20
24

Holy Communion
Evensong
Matins
Holy Communion
Evensong

11.lSa.m.
6.00p.m.
11.lSa.m.
7.30p.m.
6.00p.m.

Holy Communion

9.00a.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
February

17

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School

Every Sunday

Evening Service

11.00a.m.
6.00p.rn.

\
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FEBRUARY, 1985: I don't think many of us will easily forget this
month, the worst for many, many years, reminding us of the awful
winter of 1946-7 and the less bad one of 1962-3.
How long it
will take before the drifts melt away one cannot tell, but it is
a relief to have normal temperatures again -and to be able to get
about safely.
Let us hope that we shan't have any more such
episodes now that we are into March soon. We have been lucky not
to have had serious plumbing troubles except in houses which had
been left empty without adequate draining-off.
If anyone doesn't
know how to drain their water system, will they please ask us to
explain rather than leave it to chance?
WHO BUYS HOUSES IN GUITING? A quit8 shocking travesty of the
facts has come to-Our notice from different sources. It is, that
the Trust buys all (or most) of the houses which are offered for
sale. I knew that this was utter nonsense, and took the trouble
to work out the facts, which are as follows:
Since I bought the Guiting Manor Estate from Mr Washbourn in
1958, which then included some 48 houses and cottages, at least
60 houses have been sold.
That is, the rather surprising number
of 60 in 26 years - just over 2 houses each year.
I am not
including change of ownership through inheritance, the sale of
council houses to their tenants, or the many changes of ownership
of the Hollow Bottom pub.
During this same period, the Trust or
I have bought 8 only, and the Trust has sold one. Nearly - not
quite all - these houses have been bought by people from outside
the village. Moreover, the Trust only made a bid for one house
in addition to the above mentioned 8, and were not successful.
We did not even bid for the other 51.
This is hardly "all or
most".
We have bought 14% and others 86%.
Of the 8 we have bought, two wer ? required in our early days
because we had none available and fit for our staff; a third
enabled us to move the Bakery to suitable premises in the middle
of the village; and a fourth, which we were offered, was clearly
a good "buy" in spite of what we had to spend on it. The other
four were bought to improve and safeguard the amenities of the
village.
This is import;:int since this totally wrong impression could be
used to scare people off bidding and to increase valuation
figures.
Heaven knows, prices in the Cotswold villages are high
enough as they are.
I d~ wish people would try to get their
facts right and enquire when they don't know them.
TELEPHONES:
I have also made some calculations about telephones.
In 1958, only about two dozen houses had telephones, including
business as well as residential numbers. Today, I reckon that
only about two doz e n house s - if that - are not connected. And
these include a number of occupiers who have relatives nearby who
have telephones, and inde1?d one or two who live almost on top of
the public telephone.
These figures are, I think, a good

r

indication of the rise in the standard of living in 26 years, and
it is particularly good to know that so many pensioners are able
to afford them.
THREAT TO BUS SERVICES: Our M.P., Mr Ridley, is busily engaged
with a Bill-Which is aimed at greatly reducing subsidies for bus
services, and allowing a sort of free-for-all in place of the
present licensing system.
The "something needs to be done" about this very difficult
problem, I do not doubt. That the Government has found th2 best
solution is another question and certainly there has been much
opposition to its proposals.
The stark facts, as I read in the Times, are pretty dreadful. It
seems that 30 years ago, some 42%0f journeys were made by bus
whereas the present figure, nation-wide, is down to 8%. This of
course is due to the vast increase in motor-cars.
Yet during
this period we have seen buses get bigger and bigger - and
emptier and emptier. The subsidy figures are even more shocking;
they were £10 million in 1972 - only 12 or so years ago - and
have mounted to the staggering figure of £520 million in 1982.
Something seems to be very wrong somewhere.
According to a note in the Guardian, the subsidy for the "Naunton
area" - which presumably includes Guiting - is now £34,000 per
year. Or rather, it is reckoned that this sum could be saved by
cutting services down to a "viable network".
This is the crux what is viable? what do people really need? The suggestion is a
"shopping bus" night and morning.
Does this mean one day a week
or five days?
Does anyone, however ardent a shopper, want to
spend a whole day in Cheltenham? And what about people going to
and from work?
Some of these problems may be solved by people increasingly
taking passengers in their cars, now that the regulations as to
insurance and to some sort of contributory payment seem to be
being modified. Some sort of minibus service might be feasible,
especially if driven by a rota of volunteers, suitable qualified.
But a free-for-all might result in cowboy transport, with
inadequate drivers and unsound vehicles.
Naunton anyhow, seems to be much worried, according to the
and the Evesha~ Journal.
I have not heard anything
about Guiting, but no doubt shall do - especially when concrete
prop o s a 1 s are made .
It may be de s i r a b 1 e to s e n d r o u n d a
questionnaire to find out what people a) need and b) want.
Guar~lan

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
MARCH

-

Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30

12 noon

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.
Brownies

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30 - 12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30 - 12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MARCH

Wednesday

6th

Cheery Club - Slide Show
(Mrs Pennant-Rae)

2.30 p.m.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday 13th

W.I. Meeting Life at the BBC Mr Forsyth. Competition:
favourite BBC Programme in
20 words

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday 20th

Cheery Club

2.30 p.m.

Saturday 23rd

CONCERT IN AID OF THE ABBEYFIELD
SOCIETY - CHELTENHAM BRANCH - BY
THE CHELTENHAM PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA.

7.45 p.m.

Wednesday 27th

Horticultural Society

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL' CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday March

3rd
lOth

Mothering Sunday 17th

Palm Sunday

Holy Communion
Evensong
Childrens Service
All children & parents
invited.

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
11.15 a.m.

24th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

3lst

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School

Every Sunday

Evening Service

11.00 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
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GAZETTE: lOOth ISSUE: As you will see, this is the lOOth issue of the
Guiting Gazette, which means that it has been going for over 8 years. In
addition to listing events and meetings, I have tried to give information
of general Guiting interest, bits and pieces of history as they come to our
notice, and messages to the Trust's tenants. And a few congratulations as
well as (fewer) curses, both of which are sometimes reciprocated! Anyhow,
those who don't like it don't have to read it, and nobody is charged for it
if only because to do so would be much more of a nuisance than it would be
rewarding!
I must take this opportunity for thanking Mr Boulton and his assistants for
printing the Gazette, which they have now done for years. This last year
or two, they have refused to charge for this much-appreciated service, in
spite of our requests for a bill. So we are much indebted to them and so
are you who read the results.
HAS WINTER GONE AT LAST? We sincerely hope so, having had far too much of
it. The grass looks pretty sick, the corn on the whole pretty good - all
things considered - and with any luck we should have a sort of Alpine
spring when everything happens at once.
BUS SERVICES: The Parish Council has been in touch with Mr Ridley about
these and no doubt the subject will come up at the Annual Parish Meeting.
I can we can safely say, however, that the rumour that any of these will be
suddenly stepped is untrue.
In a letter to the Times Mr Ridley has said that "the Gloucestershire
County Council are asking the bus companies to say which routes and
services they can cover without subsidy. They are then going to assess
what extra services are needed and call for tenders from bus operators to
supply them. The bidder who can provide the required service for the
smallest subsidy will get the contract".
The difficulty seems to me to be: how are they going to find out what
services are needed or desired? Some people depend on buses to get to
their place of work or education; others, to do a weekly shopping stunt.
So far as I can see, not many Guiting people use any of the services but
those few probably need them badly. I much hope it will be possible to
arrange for smaller buses or minibuses to replace the monsters, although I
realise that if "feeders" only go to, say, Andoversford, passengers would
have the nuisance of changing buses.
Of one thing I think we can be certain - all of these changes will take
time - probably a lot of time - and provisional arrangements will be made
till they are sorted out.
GUEST HOUSE: We are pleased to be able to announce that our Guest House
will be opening again shortly. Mr and Mrs Sylvester, whom many will
remember as having done a very good job at the Halfway House a few years
ago, are taking up a lease on April lst, and I expect it will not be long
before they are ready to receive visitors. We have taken the opportunity
of the premises being empty to carry out some improvements and to install

night-storage heaters, so they should be very comfortable, and we wish them
every success.
GEORGE EAST: George East retires this month after 24 years of hard and
useful work for Guiting Manor Farms Ltd.. It will indeed be strange
without him on the land though I daresay he will inspect it from time to
time. We thank him for all he has done and wish him a very happy
retirement. And send our best wishes to his daughter Anita, who was
married on March 23rd to the sound of our church bells.
THIRD GHASTLY ACCIDENT in 13 months: Everyone in Guiting will have heard
of the horrible accident on the A40 in which a car crashed into that of
Stephen Forbes, killing his passenger, Andrew Hodge of Northleach, and
injuring his fiancee, Yvonne Hogan. Since there have been divergent
reports of what happened, I had better not comment until the inquest has
been held. I can, however, report that the police have assured Stephen
that he has "nothing to fear" at the inquest, and that Yvonne, after
operations on a femur, is now recovering at home; mercifully, she remembers
nothing of the accident.
ACCESS TO OUR LAND: Our solicitors have taken up the matter of the stockproof fence which the North Cotswold District Council agreed to erect and
maintain between the gardens of the Council houses and the Sports Field. I
hope that action will be taken soon, and that it will be adequate.
We have found that two people (out of some thirty) whose gardens adjoin
land of ours have allowed rubbish or other mess to be left on it. This, of
course, is not permissable and it is extraordinary that it should ever
happen. Since we allow, and always have allowed, people to walk over our
land subject to the usual conditions, it is shocking that this is not
appreciated. The public has rights only over highways and definitive footpaths (which are few) and if they are allowed elsewhere it should be
clearly understood that they have responsibilities to take care. Dogs must
not be allowed to roam at will.
ESTATE OFFICE: Mrs Hartland, having had a good report from her medics,
will now be coming to the office on Wednesday as well as Monday and Friday
mornings. But she will be away during the week following Easter Sunday and
of course on Good Friday.

Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR Of EVENTS AND MEETll(;S
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
APRIL
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30-12 noon

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.c.
Brownies

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

9.30-12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club

Term ends on 29th March 1985; begins 15th April 1985.
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETil(;S IN APRIL
Wednesday

3rd

Wednesday lOth

Saturday

Monday
Monday

13th

15th
22nd

Wednesday 24th

Cheery Club - Beetle Drive

2.30 p.m.

W.I. Meeting - Craft Collection
Mrs Woods. Competition: Any
Handicraft Item.

7.30 p.m.

Jumble Sale in aid of the Village
Hall funds. (Jumble may be left in
Hall during the morning).

2.30-4.00 p.m.

Cheery Club - Coffee Evening.
Bring & Buy

7.00-8.30 p.m.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

7.30 p.m.

Cheery Club

2.30 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Maundy Thursday April 4th
Sunday Easter
April 7th
April 14th
April 21 th
April 28th

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong
Matins
Evensong

7.30
11.15
6.00
11.15
6.00

p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday

April 21st

Evensong

3.00 p.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School

Every Sunday

Evening Service

11. 00 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

'
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THE SCHOOL The school is taking part this term in the BBC's
nationwide Doomsday Project. The aim is 'to compile a collective
portrait of the United Kingdom in 1985, something that will be
for our time what the Domesday Book was for William The Conqueror
in 1086'
Miss Scott says that 'we shall be writing about the
area, studying people, places of interest, occupations, etc., and
taking some photgraphs. Our findings will be collected and
presented on computer disc.
I hope that everyone in the area
will be interested, and give us all the help and support we shall
need, so that future historians will know what it was like to
live here in 1985.'
Will all those who would like to know more, or be
involved in any way, please contact Miss Scott?
WALLS AND HEDGES:
The battle continues between extremist
conservationists and equally extremist arable farmers about the
value and nuisance value of walls and hedges. Neither extreme
is, in my view, reasonable; there must always be some sort of
compromise which should take the heat out of the controversy.
To the arable farmer, boundaries are a nuisance, and
no one who hasn't actually carried out cultivations should
minimise this.
It is quite maddening to have to cope with small
or awkward- shaped fields, and wastes a great deal of time,
temper and money. On the other hand, boundaries do help to reduce
soil erosion, and they act as windbreaks which can help a crop;
further they provide shelter for beneficial insects such as ladybirds, on which we depend to control aphids. All these
advantages are hard, if not impossible, to quantify, but they are
real nevertheless.
Livestock benefit almost unreservedly from these
boundaries especially where they give protection from the keenest
winds. The only exception to this rule is where a boundary
prevents stock from getting shelter from another bit of land on a
different slope.
Wildlife always benefits from hedges and to a lesser
e x ten t from dry wa 11 s • Thi s i s more i mport ant i n a re a s ba re of
trees and where the land is flat. Here, in Gloucestershire, we
are lucky in having quite a lot of trees, unlike the NE
Oxfordshire Cotswolds where such shelter is rare.
Then there are aesthetic considerations.
There is
beauty in bare country, in undulating downland, as well
as in hedgerows.
Indeed I think the actual line of boundaries
matters a great deal and it depends from what angle these are
viewed. Sometimes hedges can cut up the landscape in an ugly
manner - I think of chequer-board effects which few of us would
like if we were not used to them. And I have no doubt at all
that the sub-division of downs aroused objections when, often at
the time of enclosures, hedges were planted and walls built.
Finally there is the cost factor.
It is quite
impossible to maintain, and especially to repair, miles of
decayed stone walls economically. Hedges, if they are good, cost

less to maintain now that we have efficient hedge cutters, but
planting and laying hedges is a very expensive job indeed.
We, here, have kept nearly all our field boundaries,
and have resisted the temptation to remove them for ease of
cultivation. For one reason, we none of us know what sort of
farming will be thrust upon us in the very uncertain future, and
even now we have to consider livestock needs. We are lucky, too,
in that few of our boundaries give an ugly line. There is one
wall, however, which for arable and, not least, aesthetic
considerations, we intend to remove when we have time. That is
the one which cuts right across the lovely view from Hollow
Bottom up the dry valley, enclosing Slatter's Patch.
There is
shelter for wildlife on either side and the wall serves no
useful purpose; indeed its removal will be beneficial in every
way.
THE LATE MRS MUSTOE: I, with many others, was truly sorry to
hear that Mrs Mustoe had died, suddenly but peacefully. She had
been ill for sometime with various ailments, but had seemed until
recently to have been on the mend. She will be much missed by
those who knew her, including her large family; she was greatly
respected for her goodness and cheerfulness. She much regretted
leaving Guiting where she was so happy at Latimer Court, but it
was wise to join her daughter who looked after her so well.
MR JOHN DRURY: The Trust and Guiting Manor Farms Ltd. have
appointed Mr John Drury FRICS to carry out their various
valuations. As you may know, he has had long experience in this
area and knows it well from the farming and house property
angles. He will also act for us in those matters where
professional knowledge is required. His firm Messrs. Sheldon
Bosley and Partners, have their main offices at Moreton, which is
conveniently near to Guiting.
ESTATE OFFICE:
In spite of what I said in last month's
Gazette, Mrs Hartland's medical advisers came out against her
continuing to work for us, owing to the stress involved in part time work some 30 miles away from her home.
We are most gratful
to her for having coped, in spite of arthritis, with some
difficult problems as well as all our routine work.
We have been
fortunate to have had Mrs Marshall recommended to us.
She lives
at Bourton, and will be able to come to our office every week-day
morning.
But owing to a pre-arranged holiday she will not be
here from Monday, May 6th, until Monday, May 20th.
GARAGES:
We have just received the new rate demands for our
garages, which - inevitably - have gone up. The total of rent
(which we haven't changed) and rates for the 18 garages is now
£12.40 per quarter, and £11.57 for the two at right angles to the
others.
Raymond Cochrane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)

MAY
Monday

Pre-school playgroup

9.30-12.00 noon

Tuesday

Badminton N.C.B.C.
Brownies

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-school playgroup
Badminton Club

9.30-12.00 noon
7.30 pm.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-school playgroup
Badminton N.C.B.C.

Sunday

Badminton Club

12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.
9.30-12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MAY
Wednesday

lst

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

8th

Cheery Club
W.I. Resolutions: Egyptian
Holiday. Competition Holiday
Snapshot.
Cheery Club - Tea Followed
by drive round

2.30 p.m.

Wednesday 22nd

No information received from the Cricket Club

7.30 p.m.
4.00 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GU IT I NG POWER
Sunday May
II
II
II

5th
12th
19th
2 6th

Holy Communion
Evensong
Matins
Evensong

11.15
6.00
11.15
6.00

a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

ST FAITH'S , FARMtOTE
Sunday May 19th

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

11.00 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

I
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TIDINESS IN THE VILLAGE: It was decided at the Annual Parish Meeting that
Gu1t1ng snou-rcr-not enter for the Bledisloe Cup this year. Instead, it was
agreed that there should be a 'TIDY VILLAGE WEEK", which will be from July
lst to July 8th, for which the Parish Council asks for everyone's cooperation in making the village extra tidy.
·
I have been looking at the Bledisloe Cup Judges' comments for last year,
and find that some of the matters considered do not seem to have much to do
with a "Best Kept Village". These included their wish for a report
outlining the prd::>lems with which the village is faced and "village plans
for future improvements". If we had known of these, even if irrelevant, we
could have produced a number of improvements which the Trust has been
carrying out - is indeed carrying out all the time. And, heaven knows, we
could have produced a list of prd::>lems! I suspect that what has happened
is that the judges have a hard job to decide between the appearance of a
number of villages - especially as they always warn them when they are
coming - and so have added other matters to their list.
But what has rightly upset many people was their suggestion that flowers
should be grown around the War Memorial. This was an absurd suggestion, in
my opinion; Guiting is a village, not a seaside resort, and it has its own
dignity. Even if - a big "if" - such flowers suffered no damage from the
young or from visitors, they would in the view of most of us, look quite
absurd in this context.
It is sad, to me, that it should be found necessary to have a special
"tidy" week, Bledisloe Cup or not. But I am bound to say that a few people
still spoil what is otherwise a good picture. Quite recently, we have had
several cases of dumping rubbish on our land, which is not acceptable at
any price and is, frankly, damn cheek. We provide, if we can, facilities
for rubbish disposal - IF ASKED- and that should be enough to satisfy
everyone, given the facilities the Councils provide. Guiting is in an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and nearly all the village is within a
Conservation Area. If people don't like this and the self-restraint it
imposes, then tl'Ey are in the wrong place! Most people do, and take great
care of their gardens, allotments and so forth; but it takes mly a few to
spoil the general effect. Of course, we are not perfect, any of us; and at
times pressure of other work prevents our farm and building staff from
doing a job just as soon as it is needed. But by and large, a very great
deal of work, at a very considerable cost, is done to look after our
responsibilities and it is galling not to have this respected and
supported.
VICARAGES AND MANOR HOUSES: When a vicarage is no longer required for a
vicar (or a rectory for a rector} the new lay owners take care to call it
The Old Vicarage - as has happened here. For some reason, there of ten
seems to be confusion about manor houses no longer functioning as much,
namely, as the home base !or the squire. Such houses should always be
called The Old Manor, as burs has been since 1971. Sometimes I get a
letter addressed to me at the New Manor! There is nothing new about this
house (apart from its restocation and recoostruction} but it only became
our Manor House when it began to function as such. So a manor can have
several ex-manor houses. Mr Washbourn elected to live in what we now call

Greenfield House (its original name} so this was properly the manor house
while he lived ttere. Sadly, as I think, many if not most manor houses in
. this and other countries have been completely detached from their manors,
and thus respcnsibilities, but are still called manor houses, but they are
in fact old manors and should, for their historic and architectural
importance, be thus called.
SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND: Mr and Mrs John Burrough are holding a coffee
morning at the Old Vicarage on behalf of the Winchcombe branch of this
Fund. This will combine with a Bring & Buy Sale. It will be held on
Tuesday, June llth from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.. The entrance fee will be
40 pence. All are welcome to come along.
SOIOOL TEA AND SALE: There will be a Tea and Sale at the School on Friday,
June 28th, at 2 p.m.. This will be in aid of the summer excursion. Your
support is requested.
TRESPASS rn HORSEBACK: We do not allow, and have never allowed, riding on
any of ourland without special permission. Yet some people persist in
this nuisance and in disturbing stcx:::k.

ADVANCE NOl'ICE

CRICKLEY HILL EXHIBITION:
A coach containing an exhibition of the
archaelogical excavations at Crickley Hill will be in the School playground
from July 3rd to July Sth. Anyone interested in these very important and
exciting excavations is invited to visit the coach between 1 p.m. and 3
p.m. on July 4th or July Sth.

Raymond Ccx:::hrane

CALENDAR OF EVENI'S AND MEEI'Il'GS
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
JUNE

Mooday

Pre-School Playgroup

9.30 - 12 noon

Tuesday

Badninton N.C.B.C.
Bramies

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badninton Club

9.30 - 12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Thursday

Day Centre
Badninton Club

12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badninton N.C.B.C.

9.30 - 12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Sunday

Badnintoo Club

SPECIAL EVENI'S AND MEEI'Il'GS IN JUNE
Sunday

Cricket match vs Prestbury

Hane

Wednesday Sth

Cheery Club

2. 30 p.m.

Tuesday llth

OOFFEE MCRNING AT 'IHE OLD
VICARAGE IN AID OF SAVE THE
ClULDREN FUND. ENI'RANCE 40PENCE.

10.30 - 12.30

2nd

Wednesday 12th W.I. Diet & Exercise the fun way. 7.30 p.m.
Mrs D. Dent.
Sunday

16th Cricket Match vs Shiptoo-Under-

Home

Wycl:'1."1ood

Wednesday 19th Cheery Club Outing.
from Square.

Depart

10.15 a.m.

Sunday

23rd Cricket Match vs Winchcombe

Home

Friday

28th TEA AND SALE AT 'IHE SCH<X>L IN
AID OF SUMMER EXCURSICN.

2.00 p.m.

Sunday

30th Cricket Match - Single Wicket

Hane

CHURQI SERVICES
ST MIOiAEL'S CHURCE, GUITING 1?Cl-lER
Sunday June

2nd Holy Conmunion
9th Evenscng
16th Matins

11.15 a.m.

6.00 p.m.
11.15 a.m.

23rd Evenscng

6.00 p.m.

30th Evenscng

6.00 p.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOI'E
Sunday June 16th Holy Conmunion

9.00 a.m.

BAPl'IST CHURCll
Every Sunday

Sunday School

Every Sunday

Evening Service

11. 00 a.m.

6.00p.m.

--·

THE GUITING GAZETTE
Published by the
No. 103

GUITING MANOR AMENITY TRUST
GUITING POWER

July, 1985

MIDSUMMER, 1985: Steady rain or drizzle, overcast skies, wind and spring
temperatures. When are we goin8 to get into summer, let alone midsummer?
TIDY VILLAGES: I see that the Cotswold Journal (which our edition of the
Evesham Journal now calls itself) has gone to town· over Guiting's grizzles
about the Bledisloe Cup judging last year. I wonder if this will do any
good at all? Even if it doesn't, we feel a hit better for expressing our
feelings! (Incidentally, I didn't say - and it isn't true - that the
Greens belong to the Trust. They don't - as yet. They are part of the
"manorial waste" and as such still belong to me).
But although people are now very good about keeping vehicles off the Greens
generally, those in Piccadilly are still allowing their friends and
relations to leave their cars at the top of the access road there. I keep
sticking labels on their windscreens to tell them that this is illegal. It
is also most unsightly, and spoils what is a charming picture. They will
force u� to take sterner measures to protect this amenity. The only excuse
for such parking (as distinct from momentary stopping) is where the
vehicles are concerned with servicing. If weeds are plants in the wrong
place, cars parked in the wrong place are also weeds, and weeds are untidy .
I am of course delighted that the Boundary
BOUNDAR'f ALTERATIONS:
Commissioners have decided that there is substance in my claim that my
house - currently the Manor House of Guiting Power - should revert to our
parish, together with a few acres around it, leaving the clear boundary of
Gu1ting Wood, which no longer belongs to our parish. This is surely right
and proper since although it now belongs to me personally (if I gave it to
the Trust I should have to pay a rack rent for it!) it will go to the Trust
after my death, and continue to form part of the Gutting Manor estate
which, because the Trust is a charity, will remain intact. If this were
not so, part of it would have to be sold to pay what used to be called
death duties, now called Capital Transfer Tax.
� CENTRE: Mrs Day, who is slowly recovering from a particularly nasty
bug or virus, has made arrangements whereby, with the knowledge and consent
of the county people concerned, Mrs Sylvester will provide the meals for
the Day Centre.
This will save the journey to collect them from
Northleach. More importantly, it will mean that the lunches provided can
be better adjusted to members' needs. Recently, it seems that we have had
too much pastry and so forth which does not suit diabetics, or people with
digestive troubles.
CRICKET CLUB: I read that two of our batsmen have been distinguishing
themselves in no uncertain manner in a recent match. Congratulations!
MILLIONS AND BILLIONS: Owing to inflation, the papers are full of such
figures. They now use the American billion - which is 1,000 millions - and
not the British one - which is one million millions. This is sensible
enough since inflation has meant such a vast increase in figures; indeed
these have become quite astronomical during the past 25 years.
I
personally divide any figure by 6 or 7 to get back t o something
comprehensible, such as the value of the£ in 1960. But even this does not

allow for the enormous increase in some things, such as the price of land,
which has taken place since then.
Even one million is hard to picture, and what we can't picture, we seldom
really understand. It is therefore salutary to remember that less than a
million days have passed since the birth of Christ; in fact, I make it
724,343 days in sll. No wonder we all get confused.
TRUST HOUSES: Since it so happened that several of our houses became
vacant this year, we have taken the opportunity to carry out some
improvements to bring them up to date, especially as regards insulation and
heating arrangements. We have also dealt with a few problems of damp
proofing which can't be done while they are occupied since they involve the
removal of plaster. All are now re-let or just about to be, except for
that behind what was Horne's shop, where we have to alter the door and
windows - and other matters - to bring it into a proper state congruent
with the rest of our houses.
I am glad to see that the main manufacturers of external paints have woken
up to the fact that these crack badly in the sun. We have had much
trouble, especially with south-facing doors, with this. If and when we get
some real summer wes ther, we shall be dealing with some such which have
suffered; we hope it won't be necessary to repaint these as frequently as
we have ltad to do.
We have also had Mr Banks do a megger test on pretty well all our houses
except those which have recently had such a test. I a11 glad to say that
basically all is well; we were very fortunate that PVC cable was available
by 1958, and it has stood the test of time. But we did not then rewire one
house, which had recently been modernised by Mr Washbourn, and this, like
the Woolaway bungalow, had been wired with thin rubber-sheathed cable; this
has to be re-wired now. One cannot be too particular about anything to do
with electrics since any poor insulation can so easily cause a fire. As
can carelessness with electrical equipment.
PLOWER FESTIVAL: The PCC regrets that owing to ill-health of the normal
organiser there will be no flower festival this year in July. They thank
sll the people who normally help snd hope that the festival may be resumed
nest year.
Raymond Cochrane
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Rall (unless stated elsewhere)
JULY
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

9,30 - 12 noon

Tuesday

Badminton N,C,B,C,
Brownies

7,30 p.m.

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club

9,30 - 12 noon
7.30 p,m,

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

12 noon
7,30 p.m.

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton N.C.B,C,

9,30 - 12 noon
7.30 p.m.

Sunday

Badminton Club
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JULY

Wednesday 3rd

Cheery Club - Castlett Street
Gardens - Meeting

3,00 p.m.

Wednesday 3rd

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 p.m.

Sunday

Cricket Match vs. Longborough

Home

Wednesday 10th

w.1. Members Meeting

7,30 p.m.

Friday

Cricket Club - Annual Wine and
Cheese Party at The Green,
Guiting Power (by kind
permission of Mr & Mrs Lamb),
Tickets £1,00

7-8,30 p.m.

7th
12th

Sunday

14th Cricket Match vs. Ratherley III
XI

Away

Sunday

21st Cricket Match vs, Ryeworth

Away

Saturday

20th MUSIC FESTIVAL WEEK

CHURCH S&RVICBS
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday JULY 7th Holy CoDDDunion
14th Evensong
21st Matins
28th Evensong

11,15 a,m,
6,00 p,m,
11,15 a,m,
6 ,00 p,m,

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday July 21st Holy Communion

9.00 a.m,

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School

Sunday JULY 7th Evening Service
14th Evening Service conducted
by the E.c.o. Singers

11.00 a.m •
6,00p.m,

6.oo p.a.

21st Family Service

10.45 a,m,

28th Evening Service

6,00 p,m.
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HARVEST, 1985: I cannot remember such bad harvest weather during the past
25 years.---roday, August 26th, is the first day of August during which we
have had no rain. By this time last year we had got nearly all our corn
in; this year only about 2 00 acres so far.
Yields have so far been
disappointing; the Times reckons they will be about 15% down on last year,
which seems about right so far. Then all the corn is having to be dried
with heat - a costly process which delays matters as well. And on top of
al 1 our problems, prices are down by some thing like a further 15%, so we
are really up against it. Even so, we here have been luckier than many,
having little laid corn, thus far. We can only hope for better weather in
which to get in our wheat.
ELECI'RICITY SUPPLY: One of our tenants found that his Earth Leakage Trip
was cutting out frequently, and very properly complained to the MEB. One
of their men investigated the premises,and did not find any defect either in
the installation or in the equipment; he left saying that there must be "a
surge" of current.
We were then told about this and set out to
investigate, since it is obligatory on any electricity board to supply
current at the proper voltage (240 volts single phase) with a margin of 6%
either way. That is to say, that the current supplied must not exceed
254.4 volts or go below 225.6 volts. We were asked to enquire for a
certain person who then said that he was "too busy" to attend to the
matter. I then wrote to the Divisiona Manager at Worcester and got a
prompt ~eply saying that a test would be carried out with a recording
voltmeter, the results of which we now await.
Some years ago, at our expense, we fitted Earth Leakage Trips in our
houses. This was to protect people from interruptions of supply owing to
faults, not only in their own but in any neighbours houses, which had
previously caused considerable trouble. With these Trips, current can be
easily and quickly restored, but can of course be further interrupted if
the fault is not found and cured. A more modern system is what is called
PME - Permanent Mains Earth - whereby an installation is not affected by
other people's. But this can mean extensive and costly alterations to the
installation.
In my experience, the supply voltage does vary very considerably, but my
house is out on a limb, so to speak. For this reason I have for years now
used 250 volt light bulbs, which give slightly less light when the voltage
is correct or low, but which last very much better if there is "a surge".
Meanwhile, we shall be interested to hear from anyone, whether our tenant
or not, who is experiencing trouble, so that this can be discussed with the
MEB people.
APOLOGY: I must apologise to village dogs and their o\.11ers for the bad
manners of my Airedale, when she is in my car. Normall :;he is polite to
other dogs - and to humans - when she meets them on fooc..
But for some
reason, she literally swears at any dog - and some horses - when in the
car. Whether this is because she then sees them as a threat to the car she

is determined to protect, or whether (like some humans!) she thinks she
owns the earth the moment she gets into a car, I don't know. And when
driving, I can't do more than tell her to shut up, which she doesn't do.
Perhaps it goes back to something in her past history, as she is now 5
years old!
GUITING POWER WOMENS' INSTITUTE: Our W.I. is giving a Supper, with
Entertainment, in the Village Hall on Saturday, September 28th, at 7
o'clock for which the charge is £1 for adults and 75p for children (which
seems to me to be a very good bargain!) This is being held in aid of new
heating in the Village Hall, so they ask for support from everyone.
ALLOTMENTS: It is sad that fewer and fewer people want allotments these
days, even those known to be exceptionally good. There is nothing to beat
home-grown and freshly-picked vegetables, both for flavour and nutritive
value, but more and more people seem to prefer processed foods. I hear,
too, that it is said that seeds cost a lot these days (what doesn't?). But
I also hear that the Western Midland Farmers Association sells some seeds
by weight which give excellent results. For our past, we let allotments at
a very low rate which hasn't changed for years, partly to save us the
trouble of looking after the land, partly in order to encourage growers.
TRUST HOUSING POLICY: This has not changed, and we continue to let houses
primarily to "local" people, i.e. from this parish and the three adjoining
ones. We only accept tenants from further afield if there aren't any
suitable tenants who want a particular type of house; this usually means
tha larger and more expensive ones. Yet people continue to write asking
for a house, saying that someone in Guiting has told them that we (and
often enough, I, who have none to let) have houses to let. I do wish they
wouldn't thus encourage and thus disappoint people. Of course there is an
acute shortage of rented houses here as elsewhere; small wonder, when the
so-called "fair" rents represent about 2.5 % of the freehold value of
houses. This means that renting is a fool's game, except for the charities
like ours who are concerned with conservation and amenities and local
communities. Who would accept 2.5% return on capital, plus the high costs
of maintenance and quite a lot of problems, when he could sell and invest
the proceeds at 10% or more without any headaches?

Raymond Cochrane
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CALENDER OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
SEPTEMBER
Monday

Pre-School Play Group
(Term Starts Wed 4th Sept)

Tuesday

Brownies
(Start 3rd Sept)

Wednesday

Pre-School Play Group

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Play Group

Sunday

Badminton Club

9.30-12.00

9.30-12.00
12. 00 noon
7.30 p.m.
9. 30-12. 00

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN SE:?TEMBER
Sunday

lst

Cricket Match Vs.St Stephens

HOME

Wednesday

4th

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30p.m.

Wednesday

4th

Cheery Club

2.30 p.m.

Sunday

8th

Cricket Match Vs. Prestbury

AWAY

Wednesday llth

W.I. Meeting
Basket Making - Mr Cale
Competition: Flower arrangements
in baskets.

7.30p.m.

Sunday

lSth

Cricket Match Vs Bourton Vale 11

HOME

Tuesdaay

17th

Art classes start - every Tuesday
for 12 weeks in Village Hall

10.30-12.30

Sunday

22nd

Cricket Match Vs Longborough

AWAY

Tuesday

24th

Cheery Club outing to WestonSuper- Mare. Depart Square

10.15 a.m.

GUITING Pa-JER w.r.- a Supper with
Entertainment in the Village Hall

7.00p.m.

Saturday 28th

CHURCH SERVICES
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING
Sunday September

P~ER

lst

Parish Communion

8th

Evensong

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

15th

Matins

11.15 p.m.

22nd

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

29th

Patronal Evensong

6.00 p.m.

15th

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m,.

29th

Harvest Festival

3.00 p.m.

ST. FAITH'S, FARMCarE
Sunday

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School

11.00 a.m.

Every Sunday

Evening Service

6.00 p.m.

Sunday September 15th

Harvest Festival
Preacher Rev. H Clements

6.00 p.m.

Wednesday September 18th

Tea in the Village Hall
Service in the Chapel
Speaker Rev. J.B.
Woodward-Court

5.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

/

THE GUITING GAZETTE
Published by the
No. 105

GUITING MANOR AMENITY TRUST
GUITING PCMER

October, 1985

THE LOST SUMMER OF 1985: It seems simply true to say that this year we had
no reaT"summer, even though we are enjoying summer weather now at the end
of September.
And much need, for man and plant and beast.
The best
comments I have read were in the Echo recently, when the regional
meterological spokesman, Mr Frank Fora.was quoted as stating that we had
had the wettest summer in Gloucestershire for 63 years (that is, since
1922) and the coolest for 25 years (that is, since 1960). He pointed out
that "other Augusts have been a lot wetter, notably in 1962 when 5.7 inches
fell, over an inch more than this year, but taking the three months
together it has been the wettest since 1912". (Some mistake here, since
1912 was 72 years ago!). Trees and many plants, especially clematis, have
enjoyed it, as also grass - as our mowers know too well. But for us all it
has been depressing, and we can only hope that the belated sunny weather
will carry on well into the autumn.
THE 1985 HARVEST: All this lack of sun and unremitting showers has badly
illected fa-rm crops and has made the harvest - three weeks late - extremely
difficult, tedious and costly. We have had to dry, with heat, not just a
cold blow, nearly all our corn; last year we had only 3 fields of wet corn.
Indeed, I fear that we have been spoilt by good harvest weather for ma ny
years now; I can't myself recall anything so bad since (if memory serves)
I, �t least, had forgotten just how bad the weather can be at
1959.
harvest time.
Our corn yields are, of course, down on last year's - on average, by about
Our winter wheat, according to trailer weights and calculated by 15%
12%.
mo isture, comes out at about 52.21 cwts. per acre; our spring barley at
38.35 cwts. per acre and our fortunately small amount of winter barley at
39.57 cwts. per acre. It should be said, however, that we have nothing but
Grade 3 land and that over a third o f it is over 800', which i s the hill
farm threshold; also, that we seek to grow bread wheat and malting barley
which don't produce the best yields. All this means that our results don't
c om p a re u n f av o u r ably wi th t h o s e for the w h o l e c ountry , however
,___ disappointing they may be to us, and we have had very little trouble with
laid corn. What has been a bitter blow is, like everyone else, we have had
poor quality wheat according to the Hagberg test, and though we hope most
of it will go for milling, it is not at all up to our usual standard.
All that said, it has been a most interesting harvest in many respects. We
have indeed had some sad failures, but also some real successes, including
our record yield for wheat, 72.52 cwts. per acre, at over 800' altitude,
although this wa s after a 2 year ley which had been heavily grazed by
Messrs. Christensen's cattle, and also given some yard muck. It had never
produced a decent yield of corn before. And, surprise, surprise, we got
over 50 cwts. per acre from a small area of spring wheat on land which had
It was in
previously grown kale and had been seriously poached by cattle.
such a mess that we wondered if we should plough it up at one time! And we
also had ex cellent yields of wi nter barley (53.72 cwts. per acre) and
spring barley (52.58 cwts. ) with new varieties which promise well.
On the other hand, any mistakes we have made have caught us out badly,
A harmless - indeed a very useful
which is what bad weather can do.
pasture grass - infested three fields, which produced little more than half
a decent yiel d. In dry weather the grass would never have had such a
chance. All this is highly, if expensively, educative. If we can bring up
all fields to the standard of the best, we have every hope of weathering
the other storm, namely, the drastic reduction in prices which has hit us
all this year and seems likely to hit even harder in the future.
No
feather-bedding here!

'

I am well aware that all these farming problems no longer interest everyone
in Guiting as they would have done years ago. But the Trust depends very
much on its farm rents for improvements which it could not otherwise
afford, not to mention its conservation policy. For example, without
these, there would have been no Latimer Court. And so on.
Finally, I must express our grateful thanks to our farm staff for having
coped with these mi serable conditions, and for muscling in o n the
preparation of the drilling for next year's winter corn which is now well
advanced.
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY: The MEB duly installed a recording voltmeter at the
house where trouble had been experienced. They reported that the supply
was indeed "unsatisfactory" and promised to rectify the mat ter, which I
hope they have now done. This trouble was at the transformer - the Guiting
North one near the garages behind Well Lane - which was the original
transformer site and which still serves most of the village. As far as I
can make out, only Latimer Court, Greenfield House, the Old Manor, the ,-...
Church and-the M alt House, together with Tally-ho L ane, the Village Hall
and (I think) the School, are served by the Guiting South transformer in
Church Road. The bungalows in Winchcombe Road are served by Guiting West,
near our main farm buildings, and the transformer near the Palace. If
anyone is getting unsatisfactory service in any of these areas, we shall be
pleased to teport it to the MEB at Worcester.
KENNEL LEAZOW: There is only one p ublic right of way, a footpath, to
Barton, which skirts a boundary of this field, turning left over the stone
stile. There is no right of way across the field to Moor Cottage (although
the 65-year-old O.S. maps show a footpath). I am told that people have
walked across this field, .trampling down grass left for hay or silage.
This is not good enough. We a;l.low people to walk round fields, whether
there are rights of way or not; we cannot allow crops (and grass is a crop)
to be damaged.
ADVANCE NOTICE: The Cheery C lub's main fund-raising effort, the·Autumn
Fair, will be on Saturday, November 2nmd, from 2.30 to 4 p.m., in the
"'
Village Aall. All will be most welcome and support much appreciated.
SCHOOL TEA & SALE: There will be a Te·a and Sale in the School on Friday,
October---m;- at 2 p.m.. There will be General Stalls, a Trading Table, and
Webb Ivory Christmas items. 15% of proceeds will go to the Village Hall.
Your support is requested.
SCHOOL DOMESDAY PROJECT : The children and staff would like to thank
everyone who helped with the Domesday Project. The work was very
interesting.
Results will be on display in the School from Wednesday, Octo ber 2nd to
Friday, October 4th, and they would be very happy if those interested would
visit the school in the afternoons between 1.30 and 3 p.m.
Raymond Cochrane

CALANDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Ball (unless stated elsewhere)
OCTOBER
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

Tuesday

Art Class
Brc,,;,nies

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

Sunday

Badminton Club

~

9.30-12.00
10.30-12.30
9.30-12.00
12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.
9.30-12.00

•
SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN OCTOBER
Wednesday

2nd

Wednesday
to Friday

2nd DISPLAY OF DOMESDAY PROJECT IN
4th TIIE SOlOOL

1.30-3 . 30 p. m.

Friday

4th SCHOOL TEA/SALE IN THE SCHOOL

2,00 p.m.

Wednesday

9th w.I. Meeting. Tea- time recipes
- Mrs Palfrey. Competition:
Scones.

5aturday

Cheery Club

12th BR<l'INIES JUMBLE SALE IN
VILLAGE BALL
CONCERT BY THE COTSWOLD
SAVOYARDS in the Village Ball.
Proceeds for the Village
Ball heating fund.

Wednesday
Wednesday

2.30 p.m.

16th Cheery Club - Male Singers
and visitors from Ashton House.
30th Horticultural Society

7. 30 p.m.

2. 30 p.m.
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GUITING POWER SCHOOL - NEW HEAD TEACHER: After a long session of interviews and discussions , those concerned - the school governors together
with two representatives of the local Education Authority, and Canon Grey
representing the Diocese - unanimously agreed to appoint Mrs Carole George
(a second one!) to succeed Miss Scott in January next.
Mrs George, I
gather, is very well qualified in training and experience, and has a wide
range of interests. I also understand that she has taken a considerable
liking to Guiting, and it is hoped that she will be able to come here to
live in due course.
MR MARK BOULTON: Mr Boulton has recently been awarded the Order of the
Golden Ark, which was initiated in 1971 to honour "special services
rendered to the conservation of the earth's flora and fauna".
He received
this award in recognition of his work in promoting conservation education
world-wide and in particular for his contribution to the growth of
conservation awareness in developing countries.
Mr Boulton, who was born in Cheltenham, and is a zoologist by profession,
became interested in conservation after he went out to teach in Kenya in
1967. He was there concerned with the establishment of the "Wildlife Clubs
of Kenya", now a large conservation youth movement and the model for many
others. He later worked for the United Nations in Zambia and Nepal.
After 10 years' work with the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (of which the World Wildlife Fund is the fundraising department) he has now established his own charity here at Guiting,
the International Centre for Conservation Education. This responds to
requests for practical assistance from various organisations, and provides
training courses, much literature and slide-tape programmes, mobile
education units, and so forth.
Greenfield House now overflows with hightech equipment to this end.
We of the Trust are very happy to have one of
our major houses devoted to such a worthwhile enterprise, and offer our
congratulations to Mr Boulton and our best wishes to his team of helpers.
CHILDREN AND NUISANCES: On a less happy note, I have to report that some
children have been mucking about with tackle in Macam's yard and have been
playing about with Messrs. Christensen's big bales in one of our fields they rolled one bale onto the road. This kind of thing, parents please
note, must stop. We want to be able to allow children, and others, to walk
over our land, subject to certain conditions, but this privilege must not
be abused. If it is, we shall have to put the estate out of bounds. No
one may touch bales or anything else, such as vehicles and equipment,
whether or not they cause damage.
OUR BUILDING TEAM:
We we re delighted to receive, last month, an
unsolicited testimonial from tenants in and around whose house our men have
been working. They wrote:
"Mr Sharratt and his team have done a wonderful
job and have been most thoughtful and considerate at all times. Living
with builders in the house can be quite traumatic, as we have experienced
in the past, but we must say that this work has scarcely inconvenienced us
at all".

PARISH REGISTERS:
Some time ago we helped the school to obtain photocopies
of our parish registers. I have now got these at home, but have only had
time to glance at them, so far. They are very far from complete, since our
registers - some of which I have seen at the Records Office where they are
properly deposited - go back to the middle of the XVIth century, and the
photocopies only go back to 1815. They consist of baptisms from then until
1911, and burials until 1887.
There are no records of marriages among
them. Even so, the records are very incomplete, many pages being missing.
Until some local historians proved otherwise, most of us were, I think,
inclined to believe that the same families lived on in the villages with
little movement in or out of them. This was not so, even in early times,
it seems that there was considerable movement of people, though usually not
to or from far afield. And it is hard, if not impossible, to be sure that
when the same name recurs, it refers to the same family as may still live
in the parish.
This is especially true of the Smiths, of whom Guiting has
or had more than one family.
For example, a Trinder was buried in 1815, a Dean baptized that year;
Robbins (or Robins) appear in 1816, a Wheeler in 1820, an East in 1826, a
Hunt in 1830, and so on.
There is also a fascinating copy of the 1821 Census, from which we learn
that Guiting had a total population of 629, 322 males and 307 females.
That much we knew already; what is new to me is the age range.
In that
year there were no less than 111 children of 5 or under and 91 aged 5 to
10.
At the other end of the scale there were 5 ninety-year-olds and 20
over 80, but only 92 in all over 60.
In that year there were 139 houses in the parish (including Farmcote and
Tally-Ho) which were inhabited by 159 families; 9 houses were uninhabited
and only 1 in course of building.
130 families were employed in
agriculture, 20 in trade and 3 not in either category.
What a change from
today!
If anyone wishes to see these records, will they please let us know?

Raymond Cochrane

CALANDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)
NOVEMBER
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

Tuesday

Art Class
Brownies

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club (6th, 20th 27th)

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

Sunday

Badminton Club

9.30-12.00
10.30-12.30
9.30-12.00
7.30 p.m.
12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.
9.30-12.00

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER
Saturday

2nd

CHEERY CLUB'S AUTUMN FAIR

2.30-4.00 p.m.

North Cotswold Hunt - Meeting
outside Farmers Arms. Make
sure all gates etc are closed.
Wednesday

6th

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday

13th

Cheery Club
W.I. Meeting. Antiques Mrs Braughton; Competition: A
small antique.

2.30 p.m.

Wednesday

20th

Cheery Club Lunch Party at The
Farmers Arms.

Friday

22nd

British Legion Whist Drive
in Village Hall

Wednesday

27th

Horticultural Society

12.15 p.m.

7.30 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER
Sunday NOVEMBER

3rd

(Remembrance Day) lOth

Holy Communion

11.15 a.m.

Royal British Legion
Commemoration Service
ST MARY'S CHURCH,
Temple Guiting
No Evensong at

~

3.00 p.m.

p.m.

17th

Matins

24th

Evensong

6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

11.15 a.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday November

17th

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday School
Evening Service

(No details of Services received).

11.00 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
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KEEPING HOUSES WARM: As we are now into winter again, we are all concerned
to keep our houses as warm as is reasonably possible.
There are many
factors which help or hinder our . doing so.
Firstly, there are those which
concern a house itself.
Detached houses, much as people may prefer them,
are obviously much colder than terraced houses, . with semi-detached pairs
and end-of-terrace houses in between. So those whose houses are sandwiched
in between others are lucky these days.
Then the site matters, too.
Houses which are exposed on a high site get the full blast of all winds;
houses in a valley are protected. Another protection is trees. But this
site business isn't quite as simple as it sounds because of frost pockets.
These happen where there is not much air drainage, so that damp air
accumulates and freezes.
I have noticed many times that up here at the
Manor House - which is exposed enough, Heaven knows - I get less frost than
does the village.
All these are factors over which there isn't much
control, short of moving house.
When we come to what can be done to a house to help it to keep warm, there
are, I think , three main possibilities. One is to reduce draughts to a
minimum . I say minimum, because one runs into all sorts of troubles where
air doesn't circulate enough: fires won't burn and condensation appears.
Fires themselves circulate air, which is why rooms which haven't fires tend
to have worse condensation, unless they are kept well warmed and
ventilated.
The second possibility is double-glazing.
Although it can help, especially
in a room which has two or more outside walls, this is nothing like as
effective as those who supply it make out. Thick - and lined - curtains
are just as good at night, when most heat loss occurs.
The third - and in our experience and others', most important - option is
roof insulation. Unfortunately it is sometimes complicated and costly,
where there is a sloping roof.
We have always been conscious of this ever
since the whole country became aware of the cost of heating in the early
seventies, and we proceeded to insulate ceilings throughout our houses
where these were accessible. We got no grants for this, because no one had
offered them then, and when they did, we had done the work, which wasn't
therefore counted!
At that time we didn't know what we could do about
sloping roofs - attic roofs and so on - but we have now discovered ways and
means of coping, at least with those small areas of slopes in top floor
rooms. (At least, we hope so - for one has to watch that air circulation
is maintained).
The worst problem is the attic proper, where there is
plaster-board over the rafters.
One solution is to fix very expensive
insulated material over the plaster-board; the other is to remove the
plaster-board, and replace it on top of fibre-glass, which is a lot of
messy work.
So far as the Trust is concerned, we have completely insulated roofs and
ceilings in more than half our houses, taking advantage of any which become
empty before they are re-let, and two of our tenants have coped with their
own roofs. As time allows, we are getting through the rest, giving, as
usual, preference to our oldest tenants, and those whose houses are most
exposed. On the other hand, we shall not bother about one or two people
who can't be bothered to pay their rent promptly.

APPLICATION~

FOR HOUSES:
We still get applications for houses from people
who seemingly think that we are renting houses as a business.
Often they
say ~hat people have told them that we have houses to rent, just like that
- a;; t11ough they wouldn't be already snapped up if we had!
The other day
someo~e wrote to me saying that they had heard from several sources that I
owned the village!
Since I own only one house in it (which is not to let)
plus my own house and adjoining cottage, this is a bit absurd. Even the
Trust only owns half the houses in the village.
The private ownership of
houses to rent is totally absurd these days; and i t is crazy enough for a
charity in economic terms. We get about 2 1/2 return on the freehold value
if our houses~ and (if we are lucky) about 5% en what they have cost us,
allo~ing for inflation.
(Try borrowing money from a bank at 2 1/2 or 5%!).
Why do w~ not sell all our houses and make a nice lot of money?
two reasons, we don't sell.
Firstly, because we do not know of any way
in which we could control their appearance and character unless we continue
to own them. People could ruin them by ugly modern windows and doors and
such like.
After so much careful conservation, we don't want to see
Guitir3 spoilt.
And secundly. these houses would mostly be brought by
well-~o-do and rather elderly people.
The village could cease to be a
wo•:king village and "Would be just another retirement haven like so many
others. We should lose our vitali.ty - and our school. If it hadn't been
for this policy, there would by now have been no school left to lose.

Fo~

COTSWOLD SAVOYARDS:
I am told that their concert of Gilbert & Sullivan
~usic was much appreciated.
I hope they will visit us again before long.
I think that Gilbert & Sullivan is the best possible introduction to music
for those who don't realise wha.t joy i t can give, while only music snobs
can .:ail to enjoy these amusing and lovely songs. It is extraordinary to
wha: ext~r.t ~he words are still as apt today as they were 100 years ago.

LEAVES IN GUTTERS AND GULLIES:
Now that we have had our frosts, will
peop"fe- please see that all gutters and gullies are free of leaves? These
can easily block the flow of water, and cause frost damage to downpipes and
gutters (which wouldn't be our responsibility!).

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS:

All our building and farm staff will be on holiday
fromDecember 25th to January 2nd, and the estate office will be closed
from December 23rd to December 3lst - Office closed January lst.

Eric Sharratt (Tel.509)
emergencies only.

or John Robbins

(Tel.393)

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!

Raymond Cochrane

will

cope

with

CALANDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)

DECEMBER
Monday

Pre-School Playgroup

Tuesday

Art Class (last class 2.12.85)
Brownies

Wednesday

Pre-School Playgroup
Badminton Club (4th, 18th)

Thursday

Day Centre
Badminton Club

Friday

Pre-School Playgroup

Sunday

Badminton Club

9.30-12.00
10. 3 0-12. 3 0

9.30-12.00

12.00 noon
7.30 p.m.
9. 30-12. 00

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN DECEMBER

Friday

Wednesday

Wednesday
Thursday

6th

llth

18th

SCHOOL CONCERT
Presentation to Miss Scott.

7.30 p.m.

Cheery Club - entertainment by the
children - Christmas Tea Party.

1.50 p.m.

W.I. Meeting. Homeopathy Mr Nichols. Competition:
Christmas decoration.

7.30 p.m.

School Party

2nd JANUARY 1986
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER

ADVENT SUNDAY

lst

Holy Communion

Sunday

8th

Evensong

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
11.15 a.m.

15th

Matins

22nd

Carols by Candlelight.

24th

First Communion of Christmas
by Candlelight.

11.15 a.m.

29th

Matins

11.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

6.00 p.m.

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE
Sunday December

15th

BAPTIST CHURCH
Every Sunday

Sunday

De~ember

Sunday School

22nd

11.00 a.m.

Evening Service

6.00 p.m.

Family Carol Service
No Evening Service.

3.00 p.m.

