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IvU.NOR§..,_ USES .AND ABUSES: The word stems from the Latin manero meaning, 
to remain; and refers to the deDesne and the mansion of a 1ord. It is 
the smallest territorial unit in England (and elsewhere) and the association 
with land is essential to it. The concept goes back ~ell before the Noroan 
Conquest and vras an inportant part of administratioa and justice in mediaeval 
tines. Unfortunat-.ly, it lost its proper significance ,-,hen r.mnors came to 
be treated like investoents, to be bought, or sold or granted for services 
rendered. It was coonon for nanors to be accumulated, usually by legacy, 
by the great abbeys, who night vrell own tons or hundreds; and also, by 
'great' personages. 

Thus, the l3endic tine Abbey of Ylinchcoobe at one tir,ie owned a 
stretch of land :from that town to Sherborne ("clear strean" where the abbey's 
:fleeces were washed) including llr:lpteen oanors on the vay. Si::iilarly, 
Guiting Grange was a manor belonging to the Cistercian house at :Sruern. The 
oanor o:f Guiting once belonged to Edvmrd the Confessor - and so on. It could 
not be expected that these grand personages could or would live in their manors; 
the r:::iost that happened was the.t sono o:f thGra occasionn.lly visited then. 
Norraally, a steward administered theo, together with their courts baron and 
courts leet, collected the various duos, in cash or in kind, and san to it 
that so11e order vrn.s oaintained. As in our days, more and bigger spoilt the 
intinate relationship which tied the lord to his land and to the people 
on it. Thus, from ea.rly days, the bonds were cut; and it is to.be feared 
that nanors were usually nilked without any concern for their inho.bitants 
except when, rarely, sooe abbot or other notable undertook so~c charitable 
activity. 

Changes did take place, at least in some areas, whon vrnc.lth bocane 
nore widely distributed in the XVth and XVIth centuries. Sone o:f the "nov1 11 

oen acquired r;ianors .. and settled in then. Further, the Dissolution of the 
oonasteries spread, whether by gift or sale, the vast territorial holdings 
of the religious houses. Thus it caoe about that the Stratford :fanily, 
established :for sane tioo at FanJcote, did very well in the wool trade; one 
of its neobers, I gather, becaoe e. vrnol nerchant, and then as noYi, the 
niddleoen did better than the sheep faroers. So they bought up at least 
three local nanors for their sons, ours being one of them. In this way it 
could and sonetioes did ha~pen that a landowner ree~ly settled - ro-nained -
on his l.'.lnd, and sonetiues took (or his ~-;ife took) a personal interest in 
it and its people. So :far as I can oake out, this was one of the fev1 
periods in the history of Guitin:_, Pov1er r;hen tho nanor wan't owned by .'.ln 
absentee squire. Later, at the end of the XVIth century, it passed to 
Sir J o.ee s Hon, who continued to live in his ouch larger house at Cassey 
Co;:ipton. 

These are just a few bits £1 .. nd pieces of history, the accuracy o:f 
\7hich I can't i;uarantoe though I don 1 t think they are far out. But the 
question reraains: docs a nanorial tradition nean anything in the :XXth century? 
Has it any use for us today, or is it nothing but a sentiuental relic at best 
or .~nti-social snobbery at vrnrst ? It is oy belief - and ny hope - that the 
uanorial tradition, suitably adapted to liberal ideas has sonothin~ real to 
offer. But certain conditions ar0 essential and i:f these do not obtain, 
the sooner rre forget about uanors the better. 

The first condition is, that n. D[l.nor should involve l l'..nd and 
houses. There cnn't be all that r.w.ny r:mnorial estates left by now, although 
there arc plenty of so-call~d B'Ulor houses and oanor :farns, the housos of 
which a.re often genuine ex-nanor houses. Houses with only n ferv acres, 
bought and sold (L:.t a proniur:i for snob value ~) aren't any longer nanor houses 
in n.ny real sense, and should be called "The Old 1:nnor" just l'..S vicarages, 
no longer used as such, aro properly called "The Old Vicarage". A nanor 
house detached frou its acres and responsibilities is no\. longer :functional; 



in ::.y view c.ll rea:J.. ::~.nor no;.is~s s __ -.u_._ c1;; ! unctior..:> asc 1 or e 
activitie s of a lc.ndov:ner in procisuly th<- saIJo vmy that n. vicarage is the 
base for the incuDbent. Or a faro for a f~r::ie r. 

Thero a rc, of c ourse, uanors in t owns and c ities . Tho se r1ere rural 
originc,lly, but hEWO bGon swallovrnd up through urban developoont , and can no 
longor function usefully. Vhich brings oe to ny second point, na.noly, that 
a nanor is essentially rural - a snall rural c om::.uni ty of dmm-to- earth people 
r ooted in their cnvironnent. It is a cor;;-mni ty of countrynen in \7hich rural 
values and the laws of nature a r e taken for granted. All countrynen accept 
that they a re living or :;anisos and belong t o e. hc.bitat which thoy share with 
anioals a nd plants - they don't have t o think about this - it is part and 
parcel of their lives. Just as is tho weather, - good or bad , wet or dry , 
hot or cold - at;ainst which ire usually have to c ont end. 1. b 2.d ha rvest due t o 
bad weather nc.y no l onger be a natter of life and death - though it can be -
but it is c erta inly a natt e~ of profit or loss t o the countrynan . To the 
t ownsdan the weather is seldoo oore than e. t enpor a ry inconveni enc e . Of c ourse 
none of us lives in a pure state of nature - nor c ould v7e . But nen in t mms 
c a n be f a r too ouch detached froo natura l f orce s and the hun E\.Il scale - hence 
s o Lil'.ny of our present ills, fro:J over-populat i on t o vo.ndalisn , fron pr oduction­
line s to bureaucraci es c.nd a \!2..Y -of livin.::; geared , it would soon , only t o the 
oaking of increasingly inadequ.'.1.te ~oney . 

It is, ironic .'.1.lly, because of the -prob1e;.; s of city life , whethe r 
conscir usly or unc onsciously felt , thc.t cur r ur al co:._ounities a r e thr eatened . 
Beopl e cone out fron the citios a nd suburbs and buy houses in the country . 
which, •-:i·i thin lir.iits, can be splendid ; but not -;;hen they dr ive out the 
countrynen . This is i:rher o a nnnorial est c.t e , kept intc.ct, c an be useful, f or 
it c an provide houses t o rent and thus keep a rural c onnunity in being . But 
c.s c ountless l andlords rove f ound t o their clisnay, this proc e ss - . t hat of' 
oc.intaining houses f or rent - is no longer oc ononic. Even ii' y ou t e.ko interest 
o.t only 10/0 , just i nagine what the econouic rent noulcl be f or a Guiting cottage 
costing £23 ,OOO ! £2 ,300 pe r year ! Ovc.:r £40 a 11eek Yet anyone with 
£23,000 t o spare can t oclay ( adcittedly in exceptional na tional circunstances) 
got ab 1ut 16~0 inte r est on his noney - £3 , 680 per ye r:.r - without the responsib­
ilities of :_iainten:mce or the headMhe of finding o. sui t c.ble tonc.nt. All this 
is crazy - and ue live in c. c r a zy 1:orld . 

It nay be tho.t the new Housin3 Bill to be published next week will 
offer s o::ie help t o the private l andlor d . But , c.p::i.rt fror:l th0 f 1:'.ct that l a;1s 
change , anything of this kind will only be a palliative . .:'.s far a s I can s ee , 
the day of' the private landloru is over , apart fron a f ew isolat eC: and 
exceptional case s. Est a te duty, in the f orn of Capital Transfer Tax sees to that. 
F'or a L.an::llord, public or privat e , sh,:uld be able to offer c ontinuity t o a 
tenant, and if he is f orc ed so t :::, do without the neans t o look after his 
prope rty, that property will decay a nd bec ooe usele ss t o anyone. Ev c.:n if rents 
we r e nuch higher tha n they a r e , all these are taxed a s "investnent incone" 
v:hich nec.ns, on any sizeable e st a t e , t hat 75;., of the renta l incowo is t o.ken 
by the Sta te - which is hardly encouracins t o the owner ! 

Thus, or so I b elieve, the usefulness of a nanor f or the future 
depe11cls wholly on the l aws pertaininc; t o charitie s, all of which st e:·1 fron 
a statute of the reign of Elizabeth I. Of v1hich nor e next wonth . 

c[Q.H1'£ p~~L Our deep syr_:pathy t o J ohn Denn on the tragic death of his young 
wife , Hho suf f e r ed fron e. very serious and distressinz illness. Llso t o their 
s w.all dc.ut;h t er. 

D1-3 CENTRE: This ha s nov; had its first birthday and soens to be filling a 
r oal need in the ar ea . Four neubers have , alas, died during the year. 
Celebrations proceed , what with the Golden \le c-:_dint; of Mr. anu Mrs. La.r 3e -
t o whon our heartitJ st c onr;ratulatLms - and an invitation to a bingo fron 
the Rotary Club at Bourton. Our thanks t o all who give their tine to the Day 
Centre , v:hether a s helpers in the hall, or in providing transport . l-_ncl t o 
the people at Northleach who produc e such enj oyabl e lunchGs. 

ACCESS TO Li.ND: ~1 ill those nho ap1Je a r to think otherr1ise kindly note that 
there is no public ri:;ht of rmy vrhatsoever up Guitin[) Hill ? The f a m track 
which cou8; out opl'osite the Bo.ptist Church , and nhich ha s been gr eatly inproved 
by the oil uen, is a private f am track . We do not wish to have to prevent 
pedostrians fron using it but nay have t o do if they persist in 5oing up there 
with dogs (however well-behaved) not on the l eash . 
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;LO~-qrns I N. 'I'}'iE SQU1.RE: I hc.vo be on t ol cl t hc.t lorr le s ~na/ or b i g vans have 
be en parked in the Squar e at n i ght . Suroly ove r yrmc kn:)v;s t~c.t wo hav e r.. 
l orry park aloncsido the Rawlins r oad ? Evun pr ivo.to cc.rs sh' rnlcl be par ked 
in the Squar e in such a vre.y t ha.t poo?lo >iho live thoro h2.ve acc es s t o their 
ovm h ous e s - t his is el ooent '1.ry polit enes s. Of C'.1ur sc S')i_.o vans·, etc . h;:i.v e 
t o pa r k in the Squar e v1hen nar k i s being done i n near by h'.)us e; s but t hat is 
quite a nothor ne.tt or • 

.12_80: We a r c e. b out t o ont or anot he r do cc.de , a nd c a n onl y hope t ha.t the 
e i ghtie s ,-;ill s ee a l es s har a ssed world t han have t h0 seventies. Por hc.ps we 
should b o th~nkful t hat the atr ocities have boon luca.l ised an~ havo nat s o 
f 2.I' l ed t o a ny ge ne r a.l rrar. J~nd perhaps ne n Hi l l eventu£'..lly le0.r n t hat 
:::rn.t or ial pr o s perity i s not t he only , or the or.in , pur pose of life. But v;o 
have a l ong nay t o go . 

GAZETTE: This Gazette has boon runni ng fo r 3 year s n ov1 . Since He hav e 
been askol fo r nor e copie s t o distribute , I gat her t hat it f i lls a noud a n d 
is of' so;-ie inte r e st t o l oc al peopl 0 . v7e shall al ways be gln.cl of suggGstions 
f or i ts i :ipr oveoent, or fo r additiona l f eature s. 

J~ VERY R:.PPY NEl.i Yt.fill TO YOU .'...LL 

R<:'..ynond C ochr <:'..no " 

( Not h in15 i n t his Ga z et te nc.y bo r epr oduced wi L :mt por u ission) 

SCHOOL _CONCERT: The Sb.ff' a.nd Chi lclron vrish to t hank all t hose who 
support ed t he Concert. The su;.i of £ 31- 64 we.s c olloct od , 

CHURC H SERVICES: 

J e.nua r y 

St . Mi chael's 

Sundt1.y 

Ba_?t i st ~Ci1urch : 

Eve r y Sundc.y 

6t h 

13th 

20t h 

27th 

Hol y Co!l:-::uni:m n ith Hyons 

Evenso~ 6 p . u . 

J,-e.tins 11: 15 a . u . 

Evens :mg 6 p . n . 

Sunc-lC:.y School 11 E'.. . ru. . 

11 : 15 ,.., .-, 
c..... . ... , . 



C.ALENDL.R OF EVENTS & M"EiiTINGS IN GUITING POY.ER VIJJh.GE HI~LL 
---~· .--..-----.-. ..--- ----~-.a.;-----~~.------~..-..u---~~--

(unless shown to be hold olsc\;horo) 

Ji..NUii.RY 

The following take pla ce every Y109k: 

MONDJ.YS 

TUESDLYS: 

·wENi·: SDJ~YS : 

THUTtSD.f~YS : 

FRIDJ.YS: 

SLTUPJ)i~YS: 

SUNDi.YS: 

Wednesday 
Thursday ? 

Tuesday 

'ilednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Tuesday 

1iednesday 

Tuesday 

"\1ednesday 

Saturday 

Thursday 

1;·edne sday 

Thursday 

Pro-school Playt;r oup & Toddlers 
(during school t ern) 

Youth Club 

Badninton Lenrners (SNR) 

Pro-school Playgroup 
(during school t orn) 

Day Centro 
Badninton Club 

Pre-school Playgrc-.up 
(during school tern) 

Junior Youth Club 

Badninton Club 

9:30 c. .n . 

7:30 p.:.1. 

6: 15 p . r1 . 

9:30 a .L1 • 

12 noon 
7:30 p. i.l e 

9:30 a . L1 . 

9:30 a . n . 

7:30 p. n . 

§JPECIAL EVENTS~ MEETINGS DURI~Q_JJ1.:tnr.r,.~X. 

2nd 
3rd Parish Council Meeting 

8th Yot,a Class 8 p.m. 

9th Cheery Club 2:30 p.m. 

f! . I. 7:30 p. w. 

10th Badminton i.Viatch: Lynworth v 1 sts 

11 th FOOTBALL CLUB DISCO ? 8 p.m. 

12th Football Fo inforraation received 

15th Yoga Class 8 p. rn . 

16th Badminton ?i!atch : 2nd v. Eastcombe 

22nd Yoga Class 8 p.m. 

23rd Badminton ll!atch: 1 st s v. Glevum 

26th Football No information received 

29th Yoga Class 8 p.m. 

30th Badminton Match: Lloyds Bank v. 1 sts 

31st Badminton T-ie..tch: Nonads v. 2nds. 

No Cheery Clu• ~foeting on J anua ry 23rd. 

to 12 noon 

to 7 .45 p . u . 

to 12 noon 

to 12 no on 



Guij;ing Power February 1 980 

EQ.STPONEMENT: I said, last month, that I should write something this month about 
charities in relation to manors and villages. But this will have to .-rait because 
there won 1 t be time or s:r:;ace in this issue 011ing to various other raa tters ·of which 
you should be informed. 

GREENFIELD HOUSE: As soon as i~rs. Weston told us that she would be leaving this 
area - and she has been most careful always to keep us informed of her plans - ne 
have been concerned to find a suitable .. use for this_ pleasant but rather large house 
which now belongs to the Trust. If we re-let it privately, we are obliged (by the 
Charity Cor:missioners) to charge a full r ent · for it, but although this is good for 
Trust funds, it does not folloTI that persons able to afford such rents are likely 
to be able to contribute much to Guiting Power. If, however, we could let the 
house to some sort of charitable organisation, vre should feel that we were helping 
their cause and enabling the house to bo useful in sorJ.e worthwhile activity. 

It so happened that at the end of October I read a piece in the Echo from 
which I gathered that premises vrere urgently needed for work connected with the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resource9, and 
understandably r eferred to as IUCN by its intimates. This is a v10rld-wide scien­
tific and educational organisation, supported by quotas from a hundred or so 
different countries, of which the uch better known fund raising section is the 
World Wildlife Fund, whoso trade-~ark is a panda. It operates froo Geneva head­
quc.rters, with branches elsewhere . }ir. Mark Boulton, of ',7oodnancote, a zoologist 
who acts as a consultant to llJCN, h a s been strui:;gling to cope with all sorts of 
educn.tional activities frora his orm horae, but had found t}rn.t he and his family were 
being gradually submerged beneath a flood of paper and photographic oaterials·:.. 
hence tbc need for office pr<mises . . 

So I got into touch with him, and put to him the idea that, if he coul~ use 
Greenfield House for his activities , with one or two rae@bers of his staff living 
there, we night be able to help him. There ensued long discussions, here, in 
Geneva and elsm·1here, the so beini; cooplic ated by the fact that an ioportant con­
ference on educational policy is to be held in August, with no one wanting to raake 
lon5-terra decisions Ui.1til then . Hm1ever, subject to certain fornaliti0s, the 
Trustees have agreed to our letting Greenfield House for a trial 12 raonths in the 
expectation that a long-tern arrangeoent can then be oade . 

Before long, then, ~.:r. Boulton nill be noving his office and dark rooo (for 
there is ouch photography and other art-work involved) to Greenfield House, and 
li.c. and Mrs. Lloyd-Tiood, together with their fanily of St. Bernards, nill be cooing 
into residence there. Hr. Lloyd-Hood, who is 2. surveyor v70rking at Shire Hall, 
will be commting to Gloucester, but Mrs. Lloyd-Food will be working vrith Mr . 
Boulton who nill cooe up froo '.'iooc1nancote . There a r e all sorts of possibilities 
in the future, which nay involve various other people , including sooe attcndin13 
courses on wildlife conservation in all parts of the world . 

All of us e.re t aking D. bit of a ganble, but we feel it is a worth- while one. 
The Trustees and I are delighted to find a useful function for a very nice house, 
and the conservation of Yiild aninal and plant life is s -.:ine thL"lG suitable for us to 
holp. After l!.11, Yie too, are c oncerned Hi th the conservation of the "endangered 
species" Cotsr.-old countrynen! and I.lr . Joe Henson , not actually in our parish, but 
l!ith 2. Guiting Pov;er address and thus identific ation, is concerned vrith endangered 
species of dooostic aninals, too. So it all fits in nicely. 

Fe shall have, at first, only a fev:, but l o.ter nay have quite a nuober of 
youngish people norking in the village; c.nd vro are likely to have visitors, if 
all goes Y:ell, froo all over the world . This should help us to c.void anv risk of 
becooing too parochial - Ylhich is alnays a dani:;er for any snall connunity . 

11ir. Boulton has offered to give us · an illustrated talk on the v;ork of IUCi.J in 
the hall as soon as this can be arranged , fron v;hich r:e shall all lec.rn nore about 
it tht~n I could possibly tell you. 



POST OFFICE TELECOiiti.flllil.C-~'I'IO~T~t, You ~:-ill all , I hope, J.ave -;:nvo"1~i'"'1i'"ic"'e:>7r~~,.-...,...._.,.,...,,=-------

last, the series of telephone poles v:hich disfigured the Upper Green and the 
Winchcombe road, has been removed. It was in September 1978 t hat it ~1as agreed 
that this work should be done. The Post Office undertook to ca rry out all the 
nark except for the removal of one post in Hollow Bottom. ':!e of the Trust 
thought that this would spoil their good work. Uo were the refore asked to pay, 
at tha t date, £600 for the cost of undergrounding connections to all the houses 
opposite, subject to r evision. At tha t time wo were told that the vrnrk Hould 
begin in F ebruary l a st. It didn't, owing to the bad weather - but did in April. 
After that, it proceeded on the ba sis of short spells of uo rk (totalling 6-8 weeks 
in all) with long intervals in between, for no loss than 10 months. .1.l. couple of 
necks ago, we received detailed accounts by means of which it vms argued that vre 
oned another £145. At that tir:ie , the poles >m re still ~-s_itu - uhich I pointed 
out in no uncertain terms. That, pr e sm1ably, is why they have no·.-r gone! · I als o 
pointed out that no credit had been given to us for 8 nonth's inte r est on our 
£600, as to nhich I hope to hear further. No wonde r netionali sc d, or indee d 
similar big businessses, cost us all a lot of money to support. 

However, before I say too much about our Post Office (-wh ich contrived to 
t ake ovor a week to deliver an important first-cla ss letter from Oxford t o London 
recently) I should mention that on Janua ry 16th. I r eceived a lette r uhich ha d 
been posted in Indiana, U.S.A. on Novo:nber 18th. last~ I doubt whe ther even our 
postal services could be at that. 

ERNIE SAUNDERS: It was in ]'ebruary 1959 tha t Ernie cane t o work for us, so that 
he has achieved now 21 years of service for our f a rning conpany. These include 
tho devastating beginnings; the long years of r ecuper ation and, I an glad to say, 
the l a t e r ye ars of rela tive prosperity in nhich , a s a shnreholdor, he has pa r-
ticipa t ed. He will have a presentation '.lt noxt Harvest Supper. hoanwhile , we 
-::ant t o s ay ho>1 proud He are of hio 2.nd his rrork. 

Next ye ~r, Arthur Harding and Geor ge Bast Vlill hD..vo conplotod thoir 21 year stint, 
and in the following on e , Eric ShJ..rrdt ! SplGndid ~ 

GUITING BIH.TH-RATE: My various 11 s ource s" inform L1C th 1.t no l oss than six of our 
young wonen ar e " expecting" this year! Good luck t o then .:md their progeny! All 
of those live in Trust hous e s, so it looks a s though our policy of providing 
houses for young people is paying off in t er ns of keeping the population youthful 
and of kooping up school nunbe rs. 

Rc..ynond Cochrane . 

(Nothing in this Gazette nay be r epr oduced vtithout pen :::ission) 

!?tRISH COUNCIL: The Geor ge Tovmsend Educr.ti onrJ. Charit,y. I f any young person fron 
t he Pa rish of Guitirit; Power ·. ;ho i1ill be undergoing further education . or training 
v-iould like t o be considered for gr~nt aid under the above Ge orge Townsend Educ ation­
o.l Charity, then they should apply in writing to Mr. J •. D. Rand (A Trustee ) of Cra ig 
Hill , Langley Road, iJinchc onbe, prior t o the end of April 1980. 

free s in Conservr.tion i~rea . L:re you awar e that persons wishing · t o · cut dovm , lop, 
·t op or uproot a tree or tree s in the Conserva.tion Ar ca. are r equired t o -give six 
weeks notice of their intention to the District Council's Planning Depart l:lent ['..t 
North••ay, Cire nc est er, before the nork is carried out?. If the wo 1~k is begun ;-;i th­
out duo n otice the pe rs on concerned becones liable t o penalties. There . are exeop­
t ed c a s e s where a notice i s not r equired and infornation nay be obt~ined fron the 
Pl·:nning Office. 

Collection of Bulk Refuse. The next collection of bulky r efuse will take place on 
lfonda.y 18th. FebruCcr'J or during t he folloHing week . Requests fron hous eh olders 
with their nene , address and the nature of the r efus e t o be renoved should be sent 
·t o Cotswold District Council (Tel. Mo r e t on-in-Marsh 50881) a t l east one week 
before the collection is due. 

CRICKET CLUB: The Chairr.1an hopes thn.t a s oany pli;.yers, newbe r s and officers as 
possible will attend the Annual Gene r a l 1ie€ting on Tue sdo.y Feb1·uo.ry 12th. in t he 
Village Hall Connittee Roon a t 8.oo p.ra •• 

CHEERY CLUB: The Annual General Meeting and Bulb ShoV7 '.;rill be held on 1.7edne sdc::,y 
February 6th. at . 2.30 p . n •• 
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GAZETTE: Will all s ecr e t ari e s pl ec.se lGt us have copy f or t he Go. zette by the 
20th. of the preceding uonth? _,, Football Club pleas e not e . Yle didn't know ab out 
the change of dates for the Yoga Cl:ass'es. · : · · 

CIIDRCH SERVICES: 

St. Michael's 

Sunday 3rd . 

~aptist Church 

10th. 

17th. 

24th. 

Every Sunday_ 

Fanily Con!:mnion 

Evensong 

Matins 

Evensong 

Sunday School 

Evening Servic e 

11 .15 a .,B. 

6.oo p. n . 

11 .15 a . n . 

6.oo p . n . 

11 .oo [.\. .o.. 
6.oo P on . 



FORTHCOMING EVENT: 

GUITING VILLAGES GRi.ND SUl\IMER FETE on Saturday July 5th. Guiting Poner 
with Farncote P.C.C. arc joining forces with Tenple Guiting with Cutsdean 
P.C.C. in holding a Grand Fete at Tenplc Guiting House, by kind invitation 
of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Flening. More inf'ornation at a later date. 

CALENDl...R OF EV.E.'NTS & MEETINGS IN GUTI'ING P01.:"'ER VILL.'.GE HALL 
(unless shown to be held elsewhere) 

FEBRUi.RY 

The followins take Elace eve!:.Z week: 

MONDAYS: 

TUESDAYS: 

TlEDNESDi1.YS : 

THURSD.l..YS: 

FRIDii.YS: 

Si~TURDJ.YS: 

SUNDllYS: 

Tuesday 5th. 

'Wednesday. 6th. 

Saturday 9th .. 

Tuesday 12th. 

\ledne sday 13th. 

Friday 15th. 

Wednesday 20th. 

Saturday 23rd. 

Ued.nes<J.ay 27th. 

Pre-school Playgroup & Toddlers 9.30 a . n . 

Youth Club 7.30 p.o. 

Yoga Class s.oo p.n. 

Pre-school Playgroup 9.30 O~ • D. • 

Day Centre 12.noon 

Baclninton Club 7.30 p . n. 

Pre-School Playgroup 9.30 a . n . 

Girl Guides 7.30 p.n. 

Junior Youth Club 9.30 a.n. 

Badninton Club 7.30 p.n . 

SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS DURING FEBRUl1R~ 

First Yoga Class 

Cheery Club A.G.M. & Bulb Show 

Horticultural Society 

Badninton Match: 2nds. v Eastcoobe 

Football 

Cricket Club i' ... G.M. 

rr .I.: \1inchcoobe Pottery 
Bad.Dinton :Match: CEGB v 1 sts. 

DISCO in aid of Church Funds 

Cheery Club 

Village Hall Managenent Connittee 

Badninton Match: 2nds. v Longlevens 

Football 

Bac1ninton :Match: Friendly v Stow 

8.00 p.o. 

2.30 p.n. 

? 7 .30 p.n. 

8.oo p.o. 

2.30 p.n. 

7.30 p.o. 

to 12 noon 

to 12. noon 

to 12 noon 



ALEC KEITH MEMORIAL AWARDS 

Invitation for Applications - 1980 

The object of the Awards, two of which were made last year, is to 

encourage the young people of Guiting Power that have shown talent in any of 

the areas that interested Alec. These included music, painting, sport, 

natural history and outdoor recreation generally, as well as many academic 

subjects, and so the range of activities that could be assisted is very wide. 

Awards might be made to individuals or to groups and could be to cover 

the costs of a short course of study, the costs of making a visit to a 

particular place or person to advance an interest, or the cost of equipment 

necessary to parsue a particular activity. 

Awards will be limited to young people aged 19 and below, in full or 

part-time education, who live in the Parish of G iting Power or are attending 

Guiting Power school. 

Preliminary applications for a 1980 Award are invited by the end of 

February. They should be made by the individual, or one of the group, that 

would hope to receive an Award. This initial letter need be no more than a 

note of the name(s) of the applicant(s) who are proposing to make a full 

application. It should be followed up by a detailed description of the way 

the money, if awarded, would be spent, the total a~ount of money sought and 

the particular benefit that the applicant(s) would gain from an Award. It 

should be accompanied by a short letter from an adult, such as teacher or 

youth leader, supporting the application with an nssessment of th~ talent 

and potential of the applicant(s) in the activity for which an Award is 

sought. This full application should be sent in before the end of March. 

These two letters should be sent, or given, to one of the Committee 

named below. This Comnittee, together with the Trustees, will then consider 

how the available money might best be spent and their decision will be 

announced before the end of April. 

The Committee reserves the right to make more than one Award or no Award 

at all. 

Finally, the friends, relatives, teachers, etc. of the young people of 

Guiting are asked to bring this invitation to their attention and to offer 

them every encouragement and assistance with applications for an Award. 

Mrs. L.Gardner, 

Mr. E.Boote, 

Mrs. A.George , 

Mr. B.Lamb, Mr. 

Miss M.Scott, 

A.Pinder, Mr. 

Mrs. S.\Jood, 

E.Sharratt. 

ccouina too uar ochia - Tihi cli i s a .Lways a dange r r or any sua...t...L conr..tun~ • 
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MESSRS. BLOSS, TIPPETT& TAYLOR: Our good friends, Hessrs. Bloss, Tippett 
and Taylor, who duplic ate the Gazette for us each month, have asked us to 
reduce it to a minimum this month, because they are in the throe s of moving 
to larger premises in WinchcoLlbe. I understand t hat Arthur Smith has been 
doing work for them, with which they are most pleased. 

B.B.C.2: B.B.C.2 are going to do a programme about Guiting in their 11 Roots 
of England" serie s, w-hich should be ,c;hmm in the autunn of this year. '.I'his 
v1ill be a serious half-hour prograf'.lne, not tho sort of "news" shots with 
v1hich we are already too f ar:riliar. }.Ir. John :Hiller, the producer, has al-
ready been about on several occasions, and is plan.~ing to cover as ouch as he 
can of villag8 activities so as to give a balanced picture of Guj.t:i.ng Pi.m~r 
in 1980, nhich should be oost interesting. 

Visits of the T .V. crevrs have been arranged so far as follows:-

March 19th. & 20th o 

April 5th. & bth.~ 

[;E,ril 1 6th. 

School, sprine corn drilling, etc. 
Easter Service l\t St• .. M.iche,ei:l.:'.·s" 
11.30 a.o. etc •• 
Annual Parish .Meeting, etc •• 

Another visit, or visits, of which I shall tell you, viill be arranged during 
the suuraer. 

I oust stress that Hhen the crevs are here anyone and anything are liable 
to be filned at any nooent. So please see to it that thore r>.re no i:1osscs 
about and that we look as good as possible ; this is far noro inportant tha n 
being runners-up in the Bledisloe Cup! I greatly hope that the weather uill 
be kind, so thc'l.t Guiting and its countryside will look at their best - no anount 
of skilled photogro..phy can nake up for lack of sunlight! And this tine we, 
Ho o..ven help us, will be the actors~ 

CRAZY RUi.IOUR: Every so of'ten, Guiting' s very healthy r;rape vine cor:1es up with 
an utterly crazy runour, and one longs to knov1 how it could have arisen even in 
the nost inaginative nind! This tine it has been the idea that our school - our 
own parochial school - is going to be turned into a glass (yes, glass!) factory! 
Perhaps it was just soLleone's idea of a joke, but in case anyone has been 'had' 
by it, let rae say that no such project exists nor will it evor exist. The school 
buildinGs were given to the parish in 1872 and even if the County Council ever 
decided to close the school, I an confident that we should keep it open by hook 
or by crook. Howov0r, although our nunbors \.'ent do~m after the last population 
bulge, these arc now on the increase again and the estioatos ·for next year and 
1981 show a build-up. As you can all see, the 'll;i.llage is (literally) crawling 
~ith pre-school age youns a nd toddlers, and the present birthrate is very 
satisfactori.;. He nay have an anti-bulge rrhen the present ~-:ave of young has 
subsided, but we ha ve every reason to hope that another bulge will follow. 

If and when, a s we hope, v7e have sooe- light industry in Guiting, its 
acconnodation will not, of course, be within the Conservation .::..rea. Nor will it 
be a glass f actory! 

GIRL GlJIDES & BROT!J'JI::::S : The last bulge has now receded in tho Guido age group, 
and because of this our Guidos have had to close do·:rn for the tiue being. It is 
hoped that o. p<:!.ck of :Rrownics can be started soon, which will lead to i-;iore 
Guides in the future. And nhat about Cubs ? Why should the girls hnvo everything? 

Tie are oost grateful to the Guides for distributing the Gazette durinb tho 
p~st 3 y ears. J..nd to Je a n and Colin Trinder for all the help they have given 
and are givin5, v1ith their helpers, to getting it round novr. And to the 11atsons 
and to Peter Gardner for t aking it outside the village. Quite apart froc the 
chore and the envelopes, it would cost far nore than the Gazette itself docs to 
post it to everyone, since over 200 copies go out each nonth. 



TH::: L1S :.::-w . P . ...:... C ..... IFFORD : -.-. e were all very sorry to h-~r of l:rs. Clif'ford 1 s 
illness and ·e · ~st nonth. Evon up to this l a st back e!1d she had been 
workin5 on the f~, as she, had uorkEd f or so uany years . Sh0 had t aken a 
keen interest in na.ny ~illa.ge ac tivities in addition to havine been Clerk t o 
the Pa rish Council for sane years. 1 ie s encl our syr:1_t)e.thy to her husband and 
fanily, v1ho will be lost v"Vithout he r. 

GARL.GES: ; .. s you :_my know, we sent in our planning application, f or peroission 
to e rect 8 new gar ages, for the Februa ry Planning Cor:l.llittee Meotint; . 17e have 
found out - t hough of course we WE:JrO not told - that it has been held bD.ck -
presui;:ably because of the nunbcr of applications - until the March L10etinc; . 
~. !e have already or dered t ho garacoo subject t o planning consent, and it is a 
groat nuisance t h:!.t Yle can't get eoing on their erection since rre can 1 t think 
of any r eas on why this should not be a fornality. 

Our late sec r otary, Er. Soith, t old no tha t 5 pe ople had applied for 
carage s, but s o f a r I have been unable t o tr~ce any list in the office . So 
will all those uho want one please be good enough t o drop in a note to this 
effect - I c an't r ely on oy c.enory on this ? 

TRUST HOUSINC'r LI8T: 1}ill people Pl~ toll others to ring no up - v1hi.ch 
they do a t nny hour and on any day - t o Ll.sk ab out houses? Since 1970, our 
housing list ha s been closed except to people bclonginc to this .'.llld the 
surroundin0 parishes (Tenpl e Guitint; , Naunt on, & Hawlin:;) or who coc.e to wor k · 
in the se puishes and cannot expec t their enpl oyers to find hous e s for theD . 
If anyone t hinks they 11ould qualify, will they pl ease H:r.2:1£ t o the Trust at 
the Est at e Office ; if it s eens the.t they do , they vrill be sent Ll.n application 
f or u . L.r1cl please do not assune that, because one of u:E.' h8uses becones vacant 1 
it is a t once Ll.vailablc t o the first applicant - we are likely t o have several 
people on our waiting list who hope to got it. We do our dannde st to be f a ir 
and t o Ll.lloc at e houses acc or ding t o n eeds, dat e of oric inr:.l application, and 
s o forth, giving priority, other t hing s bvin6 equal , t o Guitin~ people. It 
isn't f air to r a ise the hopus of people outsi.i.c. the a r ea and vrn a r en't 
estate agents ! 

~TIC]:_§.: The School will hel d a :i; o:i. §s._Sale on giclay, March 7th, 
f'ro :.:i 2: 30 to 4 p.u. at tl1.e School. '.!.'ho pr oc eeds will help de fro.y the 
expenses of the School Callp, n hich i s t o be hel d a t Pflll Du, near i~bergavenny 
f'ron May 12th t o May 16th . Please support our efforts. 

f1d:lE HELP: liould anyon e like t o volunteer t o acc o~1plll1.y us to canp, 
and help with sup~rvision? If s o , plee.se contact Miss Sc ott. 

CRICKEJ:_,CLUB: Mrs. Cannon r eports tha t "during the past soa son, the Cricke t 
Club played 32 uatch8s, of whi ch they non 22, l ost 9 c-.nd drev1 1. They have 
been invited to join t he Cotsvold Leabue. 

CHURC H S:t;;RVICES: 

:tifarch 

St. Eichael's 

Sunday 2nd Funily CoDLmni on 11 : 15 a . o . 

9th Evensong 6:00 p . n . 

16th Ma.tins 11 : 15 u . n . 

23rd Evensong 6 :00 p. w. 

30th Ea tins 11: 15 p . r.:i . 

Ee..stor Se rvic e s: 

Lpril l+th Good Friday Service 11 :00 a . o . 

6th Ec..s t er Sunday 
1.ia.tins & Couuuni on 11 :30 a . n . 

Faroc ote 6th Easter Se rvic e 3:00 p. ::1 . 



CALEIIDL.R OF EVETxl..,.fS & i::C:STI NGS ET GUITING POY."ER VII,J.u'.G:'.!: fL.LL 

(unle ss shown t bo held elso-::hore ) 

The fol l owing t ake pl a c e every V!.£_ek : 

HONDL~: 

TUbSDLYS: 

·,iEDNESD;~_ys: 

:ER_IDLYS: 

SicTURDJ~ YS : 

Thursday 

5th 

6th 

Pro-school Play~roup & Toddlers 

Youth Club 

Yogo.. Cla ss 

Pre-school Playgroup 

Day Centro 

Badnint on Club 

Pre-school Playgroup 

Junior Youth Club 

Badninton Club 

P..'..RISH COUf'TCIL I.ill:5;TITJG 

Cheery Club : Talk with sli des 
by r.ir . B. ~ . Dal o 

Bad.Di nt on i.1atch : 1 sts v. Tewkesbury 

B~dr_;inton Hatch: St roud v. 2nds 

9 : 30 a . L_ . 

::Joon 
7 :30 p.u . 

8 :00 p .c.. 
9 : 30 a . i.: . 

noon 

12 noon 

7 : 30 p . c . 

9:30 a . o . 
n ocn 

9 :30 a . Ll e 

7 : 30 p . u . 

7 : 30 p . L. 

2 :30 p . u . 

7:30 p . n . 

te> 12 

to 12 

t o 12 

Friday 7th 'l'E.:c & S,..LE ;.T THE SCHOOL 2 :30 t o 4 p . n . 

\ie d.nosday 

Saturday 

\1e d.n0sday 

1..odnesd.'.1.y 

Fridays 

8atur day 

12th 

15th 

19th 

26th 

28th 

29th 

BRI TISH LEGION D,~NCE 

l1 .I. Meetini:; : Mr. Go e 

F ootb D.11 No inf'o r nation. 

Cheer y Club 

Village Hall Manac;cnent Coo .. ,ittoe 

Badninton J.;c.tch : 2nds v. Te t bury 

Badninton Tubtch: 1 sts v. New 

,.:r . B •.•• Dalo Lecture ? 

7:30 p . Q. 

2:30 p . u . 

7:30 p . u . 

7:30 p. u . 

7:30 p . 11 . 

BROCIU-L'J!Pl'ON ~, .. L_T;::;UR DR: .. L.TIC SOCIETY 7: 30 p . ~1 . 

"Tho _Lonb B~rrow 11 

Further infor ce.tion fron Mr s . t·atson. 
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SHOPS: As you all kno~, Horne's and their predecessors have, over decades, 
provided a useful service to Guiting and our area. It is not so long ago 
that they also provided employment fer Mr. Baldwin, his assistant and for 
three of our local people. Of recent years, Peter Gardner has held the fort 
pretty VTell single handed, vrith the shop itself opened up and fitted so as 
to enable him to do so. But as you also knov;, Horne 1 s have been shuttin3 
down shops elsewhere, and we have all been v1ondering about the future of our 
shop. 

Yio of the Trust have been considering nhat, if anything, we should 
do in order to be sure that Guitin5 and its neighbourhood shall continue to 
have adequate grocery shopping facilities. The Uatson family have built up 
quite a trade in groceries on their bread rounds, but their premises are 
totally inadequate for a proper villaGO shop; these Hero planned only to 
provide a bakery plus family living accommodation. It seemed to us that 
there was a decided risk that Horno's shop might be closed with little notice 
and we should be left stranded, so to speak. 

We therefore decided to consider what could be done to provide 
adequate and pleasant shop premises at the Bakery. I found that, if we gave 
Mrs . Vatson, now on her own, a good self-containea first floor flat, Yre could 
open up the ground floor - still of course retaining the bake-house-to give a 
really convenient shop just of'f Church Road. Raving discussed the matter 
with the Tfatsons I then >7rote to Mr. Horne to tell him of our intention and 
the r0ason vrhy we felt we had to go into competition with him at this juncture. 
Peter Gardner, who has felt most insecure for some time is, if course, fully 
in the picture. 

Uc intend to start work by the end of this month, in such a 'tie ... y as 
not to impede baking or the present business of the Watsons . This uill , for 
a timo, delay work at Latimer Court, but '\70 all fool thc.t it is important to 
ensure that Guitin0 will not lose out in its shopping facilities. It is of 
course true that no village shop can expect to compete with supermarkets as 
to price and choice; but petrol gets dearer and dearer and not ever'Jone can 
af'ford the time or the money to got into Cheltenham on all occasions . If 
Iviessrs. Horne should decide to pull out before our v-rnrk is completed, rre can 
only tell you that this will be a temporary hitch and that we shall do all ~e 
can to get thinss ready as soon as possible, and help the ·,tat son family to 
offer as good and economical a service as can be expected. 

GARAGES: 1.'e have had the most execro.ble luck in our planning application 
to c~t 8 more garages in Cull 1 s Meadon. The planners seem to have mis­
read their maps and decided that this site was in our Conservation Area -
which, according to our plans, it is not . Secondly, they had made a 
decision that pre:f!abricated garages would not be allowed - but they did not 
tell us of this for 6 vreeks or so . It seems non to be agreed that permission 
will be given, provided that we render the w;::,lls . This ne are perfectly 
prepared to do - al though it v1ill increase costs - in order that the said 
walls will not be visible from the sevraGe works, which is just about the 
only place from which they could be seen (or we should not have contemplated 
erecting them in the first place ) l 

. JiOUSE & Gil..RDEIJ HAII1TENANCE: TJe have had far more changes in tenancies 
than usual during the past year, v1hich has brought homo to us the wide 
variation in the way people treat their houses. Sone leave them in perfect 
condition - one was recently described to me as a "little Pr.lace 11 

- and 
some like to live in a mass, and have such a poor idea of ho-.-r to redecorate 
that they o.ake theu even worse. Then there is the problem of elderly people, 
who can's be_ expected to do decorations and vrho arc unv1illing to have anyone 
do it for them, or even to allow us to carry out repairs. Naturally, vrn are 
lenient about our old tenants but KE: get fed up with the time we have to 
spend on oofile houses, even if wo get paid for it. This sil:l.ply holds up 
'Nork elsewhere, and the external decorations for which vrn are responsible, 
unlike the internn:i ones. 



Then there c.re ti1c troubles d.ue to peo-le ;:-ho ignore our condition 
that no alterations or additions to the electrical installati on shall be oade 
without our consent. Electrical nork is not - r epoet , NOT - a Do-it-yourself 
job. Ue found highly dangerous additions in one house, and av;ful (though I 
think, safe) additions at Greenfield House. 

There are also probleras which r ually aren't anyone 1 s fault. 1.ihen 
we restored our houses bet~een 1958 and 1964, there wasn't rauch TIC could do about 
rising damp, although He did do our best. Then t wo new processes bocru;io 
available - R.I. T,7 . treatment and silic one injection - which if properly 
applied are really effective. But both nean renoving all plaster and 
replacing it with new - and a nasty soell. Meanwhile , the old distol"'.pors 
and paints, which allovrnd plaster to dry out gr2.dually, "Hore taken off t he 
r et ail m.rkot (don't ask ne vrhy). Now plaster t ruces soraothing like 6 nonths 
- ace ording to weather and tine of yr.;ar - to dry out fully. And i f you 
paint it with the usual enulsion paint, you seal in the danp , which then 
exudes on the surface and produces a sort of fungus which looks vrnrso than 
the original danp. This has happened in three or f our instances and for sone 
tine puzzled us coopletely. Nov; there still ar e paints v;hich allow plaster 
to dry out, but those are only av11ilable t o the builG.ing trade . However, 
we shall be pleased to supply then at cost t o any of our tenants who are 
f aced with this problen and who can't bear the sight of unpainted pl aster 
for a longish period. 

Of course people must have freedon t o choose what they do inside 
t heir houses, provided there is no risk or structural daoage or alt er at i on. 
But gardens concern the whol e ville.go , except whore they ar e conpl et ely 
hidden. It is the height of bad nei5hb::-urliness t o all ow weeds to seed , 
quite apart fron the ugliness. Most of our gardens ar e , of c ourse, ~oll 
kept, but the1·e ar e exc eptions . The so l et everyone G.onn. It is true that we , 
in our innoc enc e , have not included in our t enancy aGr eenent a pr ohibition 
of caravans n.nd t ents (unless by spec i al pernission and if r eally adequat el y 
screened.) because it never occurred to us that anyone would think of spoiling 
the whole Guiting picture in this way. Such eyesores nust be. elioinc.ted and 
we hope that none Hill recur. 7!e are alvmys 'Hilling to help people to 
practice erecting tents in sone hidden spot ;f ( as one t enant did) they a sk 
us. And ~rn hope tho.t l a rgo ple.ythings nill be sited as discredly as 
possible. 

LUCK: Afte r various bits of bn.u luck, ue have had one stroke of r eal luck. 
A:S a "result of the cuts, the County Education Authority has nade it possible 
f or sone school t eachers who have done a long stint t o r utire ee.rly v1ithout 
undue l oss of pension. Er. Harry Tayl or has taken advantage of this t o give 
up his job at Bourton at the end of the suQiler t er n , aft e r which he will be 
j oinin.; the Trust and GuitillG Manor Faros Ltd . in a nultiple capacity. This 
sounds a bit queer, but it is really exactly what we need. 

For our 21 years at Guitin0 we have enployed a secretary-book­
ko6por, whole or part tine . Sane of these have been excellent book-keepers. 
But even the best of book-keepers - indeed just because they ar c Good - t end 
t ~ nake book-keeping an end in itself , and t o get de tached fron the pur pose 
of t he exercise, which is efficient production, whether of crops, or buildins 
work or whatever. Apart fron the tine vrn all have t o spend n.s unpai d t ax­
collectors, and t he preparation of accounts ' to sD.tisfy conpany l aw or the 
Charity Coo.nissioners, the nain pur pose of book-keepinG should be t o provide 
the o.axinun infor nation with nininal tine and effort, so as t o help nanagenent. 
Those of us concerned in getting things done - Arthur Har ding, Eric Sharratt 
and nyself, who are all practical people - ought t o be able t o see ~hat costs 
v1hat, and Vfhat brings in what, so a s to increase our efficiency. 

Now we haven't been nearly as efficient a s we should have been in 
this r e spect over the years, even though I suspect vre were at l east as 
efficient a s nany others, if not nost, concerns. This has been perhaps ny 
fault in that, t hough (Heaven knows !) no book-keeper, I at least know what 
infornation we need. So these l a st nonths I have been engaged (and very busy) 
not only in clearing up a thorough ne ss and copinG vlith arrears of work, but · 
organisinG the systen so as t o cut out all >rnrk \·1hich isn't necessary and t o 
provide all the essential infornation with reasonabl e speed. Thus, I find 
that the routine chores should only t ake about 25-30 hours .P2r nonth. Of 
c ourse there are extras and additional work at quarter days and so on. But our 
t ot al book-keeping is a very part-tine job - or should be. So we haven It a 
real j ob to offer on t hat score. 
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On the othor he.nd, uo need. nor e help f or the Trust 1 s building 
activities and c an now afford. this . On occasi:m, t oo , wo need extra. help 
on the faros, It s o ha •. pens - and this i s yot norc luck - t hat P. nixed 
j ob is precisely wh£>.t ·;_r. T[l.ylor vmnt s . He doesn't like the id.e a of sitting 
all day in an office , (and who coulJ. blane hio ? ) He is also r~ v ery 
practical nan , knov.-int, how t o use his han<ls. So ho is going to clo all our 
book-keepin5 and office chor e s, but als o help outside for the br on.t or p2.rt 
of his tine. This Hill have t wo other advantai;e s of great i nportance : 
it will ne~n th~t the b ooks will be ke pt by soneone who knows - r eally 
knows - what everything r;:ioans. He will not b o deal ing Hith abstractions 
bU't"Viith real thinc,s because he :1ill visuo.lis o fields and houses c.nd so on. 
i.nd secondly, we shall n ot suffer, as a t tines we have done, fron this 
terrible (and ridiculous) distinction b e t ween people who wear white collars 
( and nay think thenselves superior f or that ref'. s on) and those vrho weor bluo 
ones. Those of us v1ho run things .-1.ill have blue-and-white striped collars -
which, in ny view and experience, are ~i~ the best collars ! 

Miss Sc ott writes: 

Dear Pa r ents and Friends, 

Thank y ou v0ry ouch f or y our donat i ons and support ~t the Sale 
on Friday , March 7th. 

Ue ••ere delighted tho..t the sun of £_89-18 vras r aised . 

This noney will h elp with Caup ~nd t he School Excursion. 

Yours sinc e rely, 

!vin.y Scott 

Hoad;:iistre ss. 

CHEERY CLUB: There will be n o afternoon neet ing on Fednos day 30th April. 
Instead. there will be a Coffee Evenint; and Bring aml Buy So.le fron 7 p.n. t o 
8: 30 p . L~ . 

GHURC H SERVICES: 

pt. Tuiichacl 1 s 

Sunday March 30th 

Friday 

Sunday 

Sunclay 

Lpril 4th 

April 6th 

13th 

20th 

27th 

Ba pt=hg;t Church 

Every Sunday 

E.; ... STER SERVICES (Note tine change s) 

PLUI SUNDAY 
Holy Coonunion & Distribution of' Po..l n s 11 :15 a .n. 

GOOD FIUDJ:..Y 
Morning Se rvic e 

EASTER DAY 
F a:::1ily C oi.:nunion 

(Televised) 

FJ:JU1ICOT:'"; Evensong 

Evensonij 

Matins 

Evonson[i 

Sunday School 

Evening Service 

11 a . IJ . 

11 : 30 a . ~1 . 

3.00 P·'-' • 

6.oo p.u. 

11 .15 a . c . 

6.oo p . r1 . 

11 .OO a.r:i. 

6.oo p.n. 



CAI.l;NDi.R OF EVLHTS & HE:::;TINC~S IH GUITING PO.ER VII,L..'.Gi:, R''.LL 

APRIL 

fiONDJ~Ys: 

TUBSDJ .. YS: 

r;:CDN:L;SD, .. YS : 

FRID.f .. YS: 

S.:".TURDJ~Ys: 

§_UND/ .. YS: 

\iedno sday 

Thursday 

~-·· ednesday 

Tuesday 

1.rndnesday 

Thursday 

1 .oG.nesday 

~--~un·~r _._.. __ .,,.-.---..--"-=- --~--

( unloss shswn t o bo holcl olsouhoro) 

Pre-school Playsr oup & Toddl ers 
(Lpril 2nd & 28th only) 

Youth Club 

Yoca Class 
(L.pril 8th & 29th only) 

Pre-school Plu.yi:;r oup 
(Hpril 23rd only) 

Day Centre 

Badninton Club 

11i"P~l11°~~ t\?-~iliy}u p 
Junior Youth Club 

Badnint on Club 

SPECIJ.J, EVLNTS & r.IB:CTI NGS DURIHG J,_ffiIJ . 

2nd Cheery Club: Talk nith slide s 
by Mr. P. Clegg 

Guiting & District Horticultur~l 
Society Meotin6 

3rcl Bacl.r:iint on Hatch: Stow v. 
Guitinb FrienJly 

9th ~; .I. Meeting : Talk on Veget arian 
Dishes by Hrs. L. Palfrey 

Badllinton Ndch: Lloyds v. 
Guiting , Fricnr:Uy J-:.U .. Y 

15th Village Hall Managoncnt 
Coonittoe Noeting 

16th Cheery Club Meeting 

i i.Nimi..L Pi.RISH MEETING 
(Televised) 

24th St. Michael's Lnnual Church 
Heeting 

30th Cheery Club: Coffee Evening 
& Bring and Buy Sale 

Cricket Club i .. GI\': 

9:30 to 12 

7:30 p . n . 

8:00 p . c . 

9:30 a . n . t o 12 

12 noon 

7:30 p . r~ . 

9:30 a.n. to 12 

9:30 a . n . 

7:30 p . o . 

2:30 p.n. 

7:30 p . ;.:i . 

7:30 p . n . 

7:30 :i:; . n . 

7:30 p. u . 

7:30 p.:..1. 

2:30 p. a . 

7:30 p.D. 

7:00 p.u. 

7:00 p.a. t o 8:30 p.a. 

? p.n. 
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TJif!....]'_E_....9TIVl1!: I have never made any colillnent about the Festival in the ~~z~i,te, 
largely because I am myself torn about it. On the one hand, it i s a joy to 
hear classical music in our hall; on the other, I deplore anything which is 
divisive in this village - anything which drives local people to say - and say 
with good reason - that it is "not for t he likes of us". But since it s eems 
tha t the org_anisers of the Festival want to hear vievTS on the subject, here 
goes ! 

Perhaps v7hat is wrong is, that it is called t h0 G-uiting Festival. Tr ne, 
it is held in Guiting, where it so happens (as its architect said, purely by 
luck) that there is a Village Hall Tiith excellent acoustics available. And 
available a.t a fee v1hich is absurdly lon , cornparcu ·.-d th comparable halls else­
where. But it is not in any way of' Guiting . I contend tha t no effort has 
ever been made to bring cour1tryfolk (who, it mu r..> t be remember1:;d, never had 
the chance to hear the classical repertoire until afte r tho Second. War) into 
the picture. Even worse, a list of subscribe rs h&-s been printed in the 
programme, thus I!laking it clear uho are the cultural sheep and, by omission, 
who are the cultural goats. 

On the other hand, I r ecognise that it is not easy to arrange festival 
programmes, especially when professional musicians a re anxious to give new 
composers a chance to be heard. So one must a s k , for whose benefit is the 
Festival held ? There have been plenty of complaints by rate-pC:!.yers in 
Chelte nham , which for many years ha s s ~ecialised in contemporary music , that 
their money is being spent on performances th0y could not begin to appreciate. 
But Cheltenham is a sizeable town and much music of all kinds is available 
there. Novi it so happens that . the provisional progr anae for Guiting includes 
t he nrunes of 24 composers, of whom I have not hec.rd of 12; t hat for Cheltenham 
mentions 18 , of' whom only 2 are unknown to mo . I arc1 n ot , of course, a musician; 
but I had the advantage of a pretty strenuous mus i cal educa t ion in n:· youth, 
living as I then did in a city. 

Musical enjoyrient is a very odd proce ss. It i s f air t o say, at least 
for !'.lost of us, that we find it h ard or ir":possiblc to onjoy r,msic vrhich is 
t Qtally unfaniliar to us. This is siI'lply because one has to rer;1of.1ber what 
has gone befor e and to some extent anticipate r:hat will follovr . One has 
therefore to be somewhat familiar with a cor;iposor' s particular idiow, if not 
rrith the particular piece being played. It uay be good f or us, like old­
fashionod nedicinos, to hear corapletely new stuff; but it is seldom enjoyable 
at first, e ven i f it becomes so l at e r on. (Yes, I knoYl that Bee thoven 1 s ousic 
shocked his hearers in Vienna in his day !) I have noticed the reaction of 
the nud.iencos a t the F estival - and f eel certain that tbey don 1 t much e njoy 
their :nodi oine s c:is coupared with the more faniliar - y es, even if hackneyed 
to highbrow types - kinds of music ! 

There is a deal of music which all sorts of _poople can en,;oy, if some 
hill forget their snobbery and others their f ear of b e ing out of their depth. 
I have s11.id privately often enough, and now s n.y publicly, that any f e s tival 
held in Guiting s:10uld provide anyhow two concorts which everyone - and I 
nean evoryone whc isn 1 t tone deaf - could enjoy. \lhat about the Strauss 
fc.1aily ? T\That about Gilbert and Sullivon ? What a.bout sone of the lovely 
arr'1.ngements of folk songs ? Then, nore sophisticated nusic might be intro­
r'1.UC'.3d, such as the Brandenberg Concertos and sone Nozart. 

It all depends on the answer to the question- for whon is the F0stival 
held ? If it is only for a sDall coterie of professional nusicians and thoir 
acolytes, then I subnit tha t it ought r eally to be held in some town or city 
- not in a villt>,gc. But if it is held in a village hall (for Yrhich it pays 
very low fees because of the subsidisation of tho hall for village pur poses) 
then surely its program1es should be designed to o.1!£9:..s.1 a villa ge c.udie.100 . 

BBC 2 DOCUKENTf-1.P;.\:.._ F.1}.M..;,. As you. all know, Guiting has been filnod and. 
rec orded this last oonth. Mr. John Miller and his toau nill be returnin~, 
probably -at the end of Au gust, to take further shots. Much nor e filn is 
always exposed than it is possible to use in a progrn.i:mc v;hich will last .::i.t 



~ost 35 :linu-'-es . 7°.!:e.t .;ocs :.!". :-:!"::!. v.-h:-.t: . ... '.Jl~- -- :::::.:;tcr for the 
editor and tho nBC, anQ it '-ill be intur0sti.!.0 -o see the result. 

But I nust protest at;"'.inst being t£'.ken to te.sk at the !-i.nnual Pa rish 
Meeting by Mrs. Koith as though I 'rlc r o respoasible for tho onission (rnms 
to ne) of a shot of the Cheory Club. Neither ny colleagues or I i7ere in 
any vray responsible for Er. Miller's choice of Guiting for his "Roots of 
England" series; in fact, ironically [1,nough, it was the publicity caused by 
Mrs. Keith a nd her friends of the ".Action" Cori:_1itteo over tho oil business 
v;hich, he told ne, aroused his interest in Guiting Power in the first place 

Let no say that the Trust, and I have no control over the filn, although 
we have done our best to be coopero..tive a t a vary busy tine, because wo think 
that a docur:1entary fil:1, as distinct froo "news" iteos , is a good idea, if 
only as a record of Guitin5 in 1980. The Trust does not expect any sort of 
fees or paynent nor has it provided any enterts.innont '17hat soever for Mr .?1iiller 
or hi::t crew. I hope that no one will run army with the i dea that tho filn is 
sooe sort of stunt organised by us, or directly or indirectly subsidised by us. 
Honi soit qui nal y pense. 

F.ARMCOTE: I understand that ii'irs. Albino, wh.) died recently, has left a 
substantial sm: for the care of the churchyard at F~rncote. This vras a uost 
130nerous thought . She and her husband, who died nany yoe.rs ago , vrore both 
devoted to the little church. 

FETE AT TEHPLE GUITING: Like everyone in Guitini:; , I got it 11rong about the 
nature of this• Fote. We understood tha t it was a church affe.ir, to bo run 
by or on beh~lf of the P.C.C.'s, for the benefit of th~ four churches in the 
conbined parishes. It soens that all this ':"ms chansed into a villages Fote 
at soue tine. It sounds to ne t o be a r ather different sort of show fron 
those to vrhich ue e.re accustoned , but vrc shall sec. 

Hl:PROPER USE OF HOUSES: Soue of you ho.ve noticed that one of our houses has 
been used for h~irdressing. This, of course, is quite ~proper; neither the 
Trust, no r any other ln.ncUord, could allow a coCDercial use of their houses 
unless those are let f or sone coLIDercial purpose, such as the Post Office, 
B'.lkery, Guest H'.)use and so on . Heav0n k:.10\1s, our rents - always fa: ::> years 
behindhand in their rental valuc.tions in the present schene - ars lou enough 
for their purely residential use. ~e h~ve, of c ourse, taken action in this 
no.tter, and hopo th£.t no one ·.rill bo so rcuiss, or so foolisr1, as to offend 
in this Ymy again. 

HORNE' S SHOP: Last nonth, I told you P.b .. mt our decision to provicle adequate 
shop pr0nises for the Watsons s o that the village would not suffer if Horne's 
d0cided t o close their shop. Just afte r I wrote this I heard froo Hr. Horne 
that he had decided t o close his shop, although he has kindly su[,ges t ed th.3.t 
the ac tual date of closure night bo adjusted to work in with our plans. We 
shall all be sorry that Horne 's will no longor sGrve Guiting, as they have 
done for so n<.my years; but vre understand that the grocery tracle in snall 
villages is not what it v1as, ancl vrn uust plan for the future. So it seeIJs 
that we got cracking just in tine to do so. It is sadly true that Guiting 
can hardly support two grocery shops, but it is nost fortunate that the 
Watsons already have bread r ounds in the area, and they are therefore in a 
better position than a grocery shop coulc be on its own. 

Interost inGlY, I read only yesterday in the Tines that the future of 
11 corner" and village shops seeo s to be brighter a[;ain. The explanation seens 
t o be that supornarkets are getting bigger an:i bigger, but people need sone­
whero to fill up the gaps after their ueekly forays to the superstores. This 
nako s sense, especially with petrol getting dearer and dearer. 

11fORK AT BldQIBI: This proceeds e.pe.ce, at all hours. It won't be l ong before 
Mrs . Yfotson v7ill be installed in a really nice fl2.t, even though she won't 
get her orm front door for a little • She has been nost helpful in allowing 
our chaps to leave their gear about; t~ey, in their turn, have done their 
danndest not to interfere with hor life and business nore t han is necessary. 
Tile all hope tha t the now shop will be reacly in e. few weeks 1 tine ; neanwhile 
we apologise t:o all custoners for any inconveniences they nay suffer. 

RENT _fil)OKS.i:. Vlhcn I t ook over the office work in Septor:iber, I founcl our rent 
books in a pretty chaotic state; there rrerc tonl'..nts 1-;ho hadn't any at all, 
ancl SOQ,tl had neasly little onos. I sot to work to find suitable ones, with 
Mrs. J)ay 's help in London; it seeLls that none exist for our sort of housing 
trust. Wo have chosen the type which is nearest to our needs , and have had 



.. 
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our conditi .Jns printed n s c.n insert. But \10 haven't issue c1 tho se because , 
as you knov: , a huge H0t~sing Bill is ueanc1crin::; throuci1 Parlia;:i8nt, a nc1 Heaven 
kn '.)WS '.~·hat wod.ific ations it r1ill ov"mtuc..lly proL1uce t o the ex:i. sting housinG 
l avi . So it l ooks as though wo shall have to 3ivc out these books, a nd. alter 
the s :::lall print if it is necessary l:,ter on . Dveryono uho hasn't g .::it a f or :·.ial 
1 0£>.. s e sh:m l l h:-.ve a rent b ook ; but I lon 1 t lmo':7 uh~t nc a r e suppo::.oc1 t o do 
about people VTho pc..y the ir r ent by Bc.nker' s Or·lv r ~ Do \70 fill in their 
payDemts, or do they h l'..ve to turn u p at tho Estat e Off ic e after rro get our 
bank st£ttGn0nt ? 

I he..vo :i.l.."..ys l oat hed re el t .3.pe , but s eE.m t o be living in Lile s of it, 
t. is beine; t he end cf our financial yec.r for the Trust anci. the Co;:ipc-w.1y, plus 
the ti,:e f or r vturns of PAYE, NI, and our staff pension fund. So I h e.vo been 
irritated by hD..vint,; t o sond out a few rant r cninders t o y oung people who 
don 1 t se eo to uncle rs t a nd tha t rents a r e always due 11 on t he nail 11 

- n ot 3 or 11-
weeks after.1arJ.s . Most of our t en2.nts a r c so very goou r..b out this tha t it is 
r;iadrlcninc t o ho.ve to chase a very f ew . '}e 0ive a V~I']l_ square rfoe.l, and hope 
tha t our people 11ill a t l east save us trouble by pcying pronptly - a s nea rly 
all do . 

But it uo..y be that ther e a r e a few who can't coi10 with quc..rtorly paynent. 
This s ave s us a l ot 0f trouble - it neai.1s one-third of the book rtork - and 
u0ans that thoy c an collect sone interest on their rent nonoy. But i f any 
r eally can't n ork on that basis, we will accept r onts on a uont :1ly ba·sis. 
Alternatively, if any of you non pay ing nonthly a r c prepar ed t o go onto a 
quarterly basis, I shall be only t oo deli ghted t o a rranee this ! 

C}illEQH SERVICES: 

M~ 

st. Michael 's 

Sunday 4th 

11 th 

Thurs clay 15th 

Sunday 18th 

Sunday 25th 

Baptist Chu~ 

Eve ry Sunday 

Sunday May 18th 

Pa rish C o;_i;:mnion 

Evens on3 

As_c~~-iQ!l Dc:,;y 
Pa rish Couuunion 

J.~atins 

17hi t Sunc.1a.x 

Holy Cor;iounion 

Sunday School 

Evening Service 

Visit of E.C.c.o. Choir 

11 :15 a . c . 

6 :00 p . n . 

7:30 p.r:i. 

11 : 15 a . r.i . 

6 :00 p . n . 

11:00 a . u . 

6:00 p. !.l . 

6:00 p. u . 

,~ 

I 



MLY 

'MONDLYS: 

TUESDLYS: 

\:EDNESDi~YS: 

SJ~TURDfil: 

Sumlay 4th 

Monday 5th 

We dnesdo.y 7th 

Thursday 8th 

Fedne sday 14th 

21st 

Sunday 25th 

1Jednesday 28th 

(unless shown t o be ho1D. el se~-:he re ) 

Pre-school Playgr oup & Toddl ers 
( during school days only) 

Youth Club 

Yoga Cla ss 

Pre -school Playgr oup 
( during school days only) 

Day Centro 

Pre-school Playgr oup 
(during school days only) 

Juni or Youth Club 

Cricke t Club no furthe r infor cation 

Cricket Club no furthe r infor nation 

Badnint on Club l ... G}.l 

Cheery Club : Tea a t 4 p . n . f ollovrnd by 
drive r aunl with Naunt on nenbers 

Vl .I.: Discussions on res olutions f or LGl'I ; 
Coupetition: Sonothing ol d out of 

9:30 t o 12 

7:30 p. r.: . 

8 :00 p . u . 

9 :30 to 12 

12 noon 

9: 30 t o 12 

9 :30 a . n . 

7: 30 p .u . 

7:30 p. u . 

s onething now 7:30 p. n . 

VILLAGE HL.LL J...GE 7:30 p . n . 

Cricket Cluo no further infor uation 

Che ery Club: The Tranquil Airs and gu ests 
fro:J. the Gol den I,ink Club 2:30 p . ;:_i . 



Guiting Power June, 1980 

RAIN AT LAST The-lack of it has been bad enough here, though we have 
been far luckier than people in the Vales because our crops were less 
advanced. I only hope it is not too late for the spring corn - especially 
that vrhich was sovm early. Yet the news broadcasts seem to be concerned, 
as usual, with prospects for humans and (rightly) with forest fires. I 
haven't heard one word about .the·danger to crops or the shortage of gra.ss 
in the general bulletins. It seems to be sadly true that 80~6 of our 
population now lives in cities, tm7n,S a.."ld suburbs, so nevrn is edited for 
them and the facts of life are not even brought to their notice. As a 
farmer I have always wanted a wet May - but perhaps this time it will 
suffice to have a wet early June; lets hope so anyhow. 

"DAY OF ACTION" OR "SILLY B-----S' DAY11 ? Why is it that we, and other 
nations, always over-react? Perhaps that is a silly question, since it 
is the over-reaction of the pendulum which keeps it going. Anyhon, most of 
us recognise - and if we don't it's time we did - that trade unions were 
absolutely necessary during the last century because greedy employers were 
taking advantage of their workers. It was an over-reaction to this state 
of affairs that produced the Act of 1906 which put tradsunions in some 
respects above the law, when what they really needed was the protection of 
the lavf. 

Anyhow, I like this q~ot~.tion f'ro11 (I think) the Sunday Tines: 
"To say that the J)ay of Action passed off quietly down here .. _in' .. the country 
would be a most grievous hyperbole. It vms a total non-starter. In a land 
where seed time and harvest there oust always be, it is nature, and not 
man, that dictates the rhythm of work and r0st'~ And, I may add, the variety 
of work we have to do. One of the raost serious faults of trade unions today 
is their demarc~.tion conplex, which prevents so .t!lany from enjoy;i.ng variety 
in their work, and thus nakes a job stultifying,_ if not soul-destroying. 

You may have noticed, if you've been along the Winchcombe road 
reeently, that we have - for the moment - a second team of builders working. 
Indeed our farm staff have themselves done nearly all their own building 
nark for some time now, whether new work or maintenance. So they have been 
and aro busy (novr that at last we've had Ministry approval) extending one 
of our grain-drying outfits, ~hile our official builders are workint flat 
out to complete the new shop at the Bakery. So their work, the work of 
all of then, is varied enou0h to be interesting and challensing and they are 
nothing if not adaptable. 

THE SHOPS· Un.£.)xtunatoly, for various reasons, Mr. Horne has not been able 
to delay.his closure date of May 24th. So, in spite of all the hours our 
chaps aro putting in on tho new shop, there will be a gap of, we hope, not 
noro than (and perhaps slightly less than) t\10 weeks before it is ready. 
Yle arc sorry about this, o.nd c.'.ln only say that if we hadn 1 t moved when we 
did, the g1lp would have been much longer. Pretty vrell all the .dir:ty v:ork 
has been done - tho Watsons have been very tolerant of our sandstorns - and 
the concrete sub-floor "CEJ,s laid, by Preraix, within h?.lf'.""and-hour ; 

fil._: • .RAGES: Fe have' at last got Planning Pernission f'or the 8 new garages, 
which we hope to erect at the end of June. We shall hn.ve to go to the 
trouble and expense of rendering their walls (to· protect the view froo 
the sewage works !) so I ca~ 1 t yet say how all the costs will work out. 

Meanwhile, the rates on the existing gar[1.i:;es have of course 
gone up together with all other rates. The total of rent (unchanged so far) 
and r <.ttes will now vrnrk out at £6-37 and £5-78 inclusive, respectively, 
on Juno 25th. 



BBC 2 DOCU!:::Eifl',..:..! FI!...; I h'.d :r. rdly ....-:rittcn •:hat I did le.st nonti: 
Tlhcn l7e bec;an to get "Erlt)r.ecncnt Contr[.!.Cts" i'ron tho BBC ! Thcso nc.,.::.nt 
that ve.rious bodies, including the Trust, \i(;ro .:lue to rocc.ivo sooc.thin5 
in the Tiay of foes for cooperation with tho filn ! Neither tho Trust 
mor I intend to talco advantngo of this offer, but v:hat wc night bo able 
to arrange could be to put the fees tovmrds the consiclerr.ble cost of 
obtaining o. copy of tho filn, with sound track. This iiould be an interest­

ing addition to our archives; ospccio.1.ly to your chiltlren and grand- childrc.n. 
I hope that \TC can hold over the offer until vre have .;3en the fill. itself. 

V.AND;.LISH IN VILLLG1S: J. short while ago I saw a letter in tho Tin~ in 
r:hich the \7ritor vrornlcrcd uhy there \las so nuch vandalisn in Middle Barton, 
•There people are confortably off mid uhero there nre all kinds of cnenities 
and activities . Nou I happen to know Middle Barton, because it is on tho 
route I used to take to got to London; nnd it is , in oy opinion, quite tho 
ugliest village in Oxforclshiro . It seeos to go on for ever - a lone street 
with a collection of (to no) hic1cous houses . (It m.y , of course~ have 
sone p:i.ens~n~ corners off its L'\in road of \ihich I know nothing.; I can't 
help '17onderinc nhether there is a connection between the shc.pe of a village , 
anc1 its visual ploas~ntnoss , and the atnosphcre 1rithin it. If I had to 
live in Middle Barton, I think I night well want to destroy it Thank 
God for GuitinG , with its bends ana curves, its ups 1.!ld downs, its attractive 
n)oks and crannies and its housas cluste.I\)d rounl its 0ruens l 

12.QQ§.: Not for the first tine , I want to i.rotost ~~t;ainst the '1r:t.y souo peo.l.'lc 
allow their dogs to roan about in this dane;er ous villac;o . P .c. Knight is 
very ouch '170rried about this, anu by re~orts of shecl-'>.orryin0 not too for 
aw~y . ~an~erinc dogs arc thenselvcs at gr~ve risk , anl c.lso cause a risk 
to people. tryinb to av0id the= os_:)ccially arcund corners r.ni c.t blinQ 
sunnits . I }r..n.)\i that it is trvublcsone to r.~c g".rJens Jog- proof but this 
is part of tho responsibility of kee?inG a ~ogt or ~obs • The nltcrnative 
is to ta.lee then out on lcaJs to tho sports fi&ld whor0 they o~y run about . 

~- CENTRE: Tho Dl-y Cc.ntro carries on ha1 J.;ily uith tho helv of people in 
and outsiQe the village . Mr. Fred r~eadmrs is recovering Hell a.t Bourton 
from a recent illness end has been Dissed at the Centre. Mr. Bill Jones 
is just about to celebr~te his 80th birthday there. 

NOTICES: P • .RISH COUNCIL 

Bl~i~~c.e C~f~ition: The P•.rish Council woul: be r;ratcful 
for volunteers to give a final touching- up in tho villa5e prior to the 
judf;int; of thv Coopctition, and 'lnyone '::ishin,., to offer their services 
is asked to cooe alon,; to the Squ"..re nith a suitable tool , please, on 
FriJ~y evening , June 13th, at 7 p. n. 

NOTICES CRICKET CLUB : 

The ~~::i.l Wine an} Choose Party '17ill tako place on Thursday 
evening , July 3rd, at 7: 30 p . o . at the house of J,ir . & ?iirs . Brian Lac.b , 
The Grl:en. Tickets >1ill be available fron Hrs . Bodsworth. 

£.ID!R-..1.:.. Considerin~ tho • ost of protty \7ell everything these clo.ys e.nd, 
I o.i: tolC., es_vocially the.t of chilclron ' s clothes and shoes , I nonller if 
people woulu like us to ~ut in a note cbout iteos for sale , and itoos 
~~nted, in tho Gazette ? Or, indeed, services offered or ~anted ? 

If asked, vrn should bo pleased t o do this on the strict 
unclerstandins that \7e do not pl 'lY any further part in any transaction; 
that ne cannot vouch f'or the quality or lescription of nny article or 
service , or for the paynent thereof'. Tho so thus e.lvortisin,_~ should give 
us the copy, plus nane anll adclre ss (end tele l)hone nuober) by tho 20th 
of the nonth. And wo can't ans',70r enquiries . 

1/nRNING- ! Soue 15 or oore years ago , tho Trust proviled a notice board 
for the villa~c which has proved to be useful - certainly it is ouch used. 
But roc&ntly, it hes been abused, not by G-uitinG organisations but fro~ 
sooo in othor villages , who have put up not notices but J22Stors . And in 
so doin3 have either ronoved or novcd notices, and tho calendar, belonging 
to Guiting . I stuuk on a notice about this , nhich '17as prooptly r eooved. 
Today, I lw.vc found a full-size poster froo e.nother village, which I hevo 
rooov~(L. 



CALEND • .R OF EVENTS & MEETINGS IN GUITING FCr.:rm VIPu'.G:C ILI,L 
(Unle ss shown t o be h el d els e-;;;he r e ) . 

JUNE 

The f'oll owing t ake p l ace evory vreek unle ss otherwise indicated:-

:MONDl.LYS: 

\"lEDNESDl~ 

THURSDi.YS : 

FRIDJ.YS: 

S.i.TURDLYS : 

Sunday 1 st. 

Tuesdc.y 3rd . 

1.:edne sday 4th. 

Sa turday 7th. 

Sunday 8th. 

i.;· o dne s day 11 th. 

Saturday 14th. 

Eon uay 16th. 

Sa turday 21 st. 

Sunday 22nd . 

Tues day 24th. 

Saturday 28 th. 

Sunday 29th. 

Pro-school Play gr oup & Toddl ers 
(during school tern) 

Pre -school Play gr oup 
( during school t e rn) 

Day Centre 

Ba Ll.rll.nt on Club 

Pre-school Play gr oup 
( during school t e rn) 

Junior Youth Club 

SPl~CL'..L EVENTS & I-.IEETINGS DURING JUNE 

Cricke t Ndch v. ·aunton (Hone ) 

Yoga Cla ss (la st of' s erie s) 

Horticultura l Socioty= G~rdener's 
Quo stion Tine 

Crick et l1 ·~atch v. St anton (J.way) 

Cricket !1iatch v. Micklet on (Hone ) 

Cheery Club ~lieeting 

li .I. Meeting: Dolls throughout 
the ace s. :Mrs. Clegg . Conpetition: 
Gar nent f'or a child . 

Cricke t lliatch v. Ryoworth II (Hone ) 

F ootball Club li..G.H. 

Cricke t Match v. r;ithingt on (Hone ) 

Cricke t Natch v. Gotheringt on ( Hone ) 

Che ery Club Outing t o F orest of' Dean. 
Me et in Square 10.00 a.n . 

9.30 t o 12.00 

9.30 t o 12 .00 

12.00 n oon 

7.30 p.n . 

9 .30 t o 12.00 

9 .30 a . n . 

s .oo p . D. 

2.30 p . D. 

7.30 p . n . 

Cricke t Match v. Slaughter Unite d (Hone) 

Cricke t i,iatch v. Berkeley Ca suals (Hone ) 
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GUITING'S NE'./ SHOP: After a Herculean effort by our builders, the new 
shop becruii"'e functional on Friday, June 6th, less than two weeks after 
Horne's closed. By the time you got this July Gazette, the decorations 
should nearly have been completed - we had to delay them because of 
still-damp plaster. This is the first time I can remember a building 
job being finished sooner than I expected, and this in spite of its 
complications and, of course, the construction of tho first floor flat 
for Mrs. Watson. She still hasn't got her new front door, but is 
otherwise up together. 

I am told that everyone likes the now shop and finds it convenient. 
Mrs. Watson asks me to let it be known that sho and hor fanily arc 
"absolutely delighted" with it, and that she finds her flat "•o corafort­
able". (I think she also enjoys being able to soo everything" that goes 
on in the Square ~) And she also asks me to thank Eric Sharratt, John 
Robbins-, Brian Powell and Grahara Rosoblade "not only for' the splendid 
work but also for the cheerful consideration they showed us during 
difficult times". As I also want to thank then, I am delighted to 
publish this tribute. I don't know of any team which would have done 
so much so well and so quickly; the Trust is very proud of it. 

You nay be interested to know of tvrn quotations we received in 
connection with this job. One, from a Cheltenham firm, was for a door 
similar to that facing the Square - a sinple, soft-vrood, boarded and 
lodged door, to size, with a little nould on the boards - which vms 
£339 ! (That's not a misprint). And the other pas for cast aluniniun 
lettering sinilar to that we put up on the Post Office years ago, v7hich 
>7as over £12 per letter ! Needless to say, we are "no.king other 
e.rrn.ngement"S'11

• But this is a crazy world, and the only way we can do 
What ne do do is by employing our own building ten.m. 

§£giP.CRTON: As you all know, and at long last - for there have been 
rumours about this for yuars - the Salperton estate is going to be sold. 
I shall refrain from co41L.1ent about that outfit ! But, allowing for the 
600-odd acre farm nt Haycraft about which I know nothing, it soeras that 
the auctioneers expect to get over £4 nillion for the 1,580 acres plus 
the big house and sone 40 snall ones at Salperton. Which nakes us wonder 
what the Guiting Hanor Estate is nmr Horth at narket prices ! We must 
be thinking about sonething between £4 and £5 nillion. What we don't 
know is hovr nuch of Salperton Vlould involve vaoan:t possession ::. I would 
assuLJ.e this nould include all the le..nd and nany houses. 

However all that nay be, the fibures are quite frightening. 
Salp~rton people arE. naturally 11ondering Yrhat is going to happen to then, 
>Vho or what is likely to buy the estate and v7hat they will do with it 
aftenrards. It will be interesting to see. T'fhat is quite clear is that, 
if I had held onto the Gui ting Manor Estate, most of it would have had 
to be sold on oy death and Guiting would indeed cease to be Hhat it is, 
oven if the Trust kept its original 36 houses. 

Whatever anyone nay think about sizeable estates being in the hands 
of one nan or one body, there can be no douht that, given the vrill, this 
is the only way to prevent ugly developnents and intense colili~ercialisation. 
Of course we need sane industry and sone coLmercc, but not, one hopes, the 
tourist trade in its worst nanifestations. Look at what happens in 
Bourton ancl elsewhere ! I thank Heaven that Guiting is no longer - as 
surely once it v1as - £!! the Windrush. Bourton, like G-uiting, is a 
Conservation Area which doesn't prevent its exploitation. 

A.A. BOOK OF VILLAGES: Having read that Guiting is included in this 
publication, I have just obtained it. Among nany photographs, raost of 
which are indeed lovely, there is a large one of our cricketers in the 
Sports Field, with the church in the background. This hn.s been used to 
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illustrate an article on village greens, and it is stated that criokct 
is here being played on "the" village green ~ ~ Oh, dear, oh dec.r - why 
can't pe ople get their facts ri0ht ? I don't know who provided the authors 
with what they do publish, but in several respects they have got it Hr ong 
or have wrongly used what facts they were given. I did not settle the 
first Trust in the 1970's, but in 1958; it was in 1974 th.';.t I conveyed t o 
it the agricultural estate. iuid the Trust idoa was not only to give 
tenants and young people a fair deal, but also to help us fully to restore 
and internally nodernise our houses, of which fact there is no oention. 
To 1:1y eyes, the :rar Meoorial doesn't look at all nedis.oval, thoubh it is of 
a oediaoval design; they don't oontion the renains of the uarket cross 
which survive its vandalis~ . And of course they don't nention our two 
greens, the lower of which is the old m:rket square. 

May I ask that pe ople, frou whou enquiries are nade concerning the 
Trust, that they refer the enquirer to my colleagues or tone? Even now, 
oany people haven't got things straight in their oinds, and confusu our 
farning ~ith our other activities. I thought I had explained all this 
in various Gazettes, but of course vrn have had newconers since then, and 
I fear I oust - at the risk of boring those who do know about them - put 
it all dovm again . Before lons I hope ue sho.11 be able t o issue a booklet 
about Guiting but I just haven't tine to write it up yet. 

WLR. MEMORIAL: SoDe of our visitors just have no respect at all for the 
'i;°eo.orial. I chased one woraan - who l ooked cooplotely nystified - off it 
the other day. ..l\.nd she was f ollmwd by a nan who point blank r efused to 
nove . He was of course bigger than oc , but I kicked -yself for not 
enlisting the help of a couple of chaps ouch bigger than he in or~er to 
dsposit hin gently on the grass ! But of course one doe sn 1 t want a fight 
on a war neoorial and I suppose it could be argued that ho nas not tres­
passing . Ho~1ever, I an t ol d that there is a definite offence - I can1 t 
reneuber the worCling - ;1hich covers this gaoe, soncthing t o do T,iith actions 
causing distress, and one can - any of us can - ask the . police to rE:nove 
the obstruction ~ I was grizzling about this to Mr. Davies, who sai d that 
what happens in Guiting is nothin0 t o what happens in Bourton - wh~ch I 
can well believe ! Their war oooorial is used f or eating lunches and 
presuoably leavin5 the reDains ! 

Q_~S, i.G...:'JN ! I forgot t o :o.enti on l ast oonth that P. C. Kni:_;ht wants to 
reuind people that all dogs oust wec.r collars nith the nar.ies and addresses 
of their o;,-ners on thou . Surely everyone knows that, or don't they ? And 
I have had still ~ore coopl aints about f ouling in the Sports Field ; it 
seeos that sone people take the word "exercise" t o nean defaecation. 
Being a stock-breeder, I don't wince >wrds; when I say that we f eel that 
people should be allowed to exercise their dogs in the Sports Field, I 
oean the exercise of their legs and not, ~s far as possible, their bo~els. 
There are plenty of r ough verges, whether along the Hn.wling or the 
~inchcoobe roads, for the latter purpose. It is also an offence to f oul 
any public place or f ootpath, with the liability to a fine of ,£20. Of 
course, accidents will happen, but I an told that sone of this fouling 
indicates that sone people think the Sports Field is a dog lavatory. 
It isn't. 

Raynond Cochrane. 

(Nothing in this Gazette rJ.ay be reproduced r;ithou.t pernission) 
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CHURCH SERVIC:::;s 
----~~ 

J1JLY 

St'!.... r.i:i£llael Is 

Sunday 6th Fanily Comnunion 11 : 15 a • J:J. . 

13th Evensong 6 : 00 p . rJ. 

20th I.iatins 11 : 15 a. . ra . 

-. ednesday 23rd End of School Tern 
Service 2 : 00 p . n . 

Sunday 27th Evensong 6:00 p. D . 

Farmcote 

Sunday 6th Evenin~; Pro.yors 3:00 p .n. 
20th Holy Cow.nunion 9 :00 a . n . 

~~r9h 

Every Sunday Sunday.School 11 . 00 a . c . 

Evening Service 6:00 p.n. 



C.t.LENDi.R OF EVENTS &,.J~_11]Jfil§._}__N_ GU~. "ER ~ li~LL 
(Unless shown to be held elscw~ 

JULY -
The following take place every week unless otherwise indic n.tcd:-

MONDLYS 

\."EDN'".CSDJ.Y 

THlm.SDLt: 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

r!ednesday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

fiedne sday 

Sn.turday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

\~'ednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sundo.y 

Pre-school Pla:;n;roup & Toddlers 
(durinb school term) 

Pre-school Playgroup 
(during school teru) 

Day Centre 

Badminton Club 

Pre-school Playgroup 
(durinG school tern) 

Junior Youth Club 

SPECI. .. L EVENTS &MEETINGS DURING JULY 

2nd 

5th 

6th 

9th 

Cheery Club - Garden Meeting, 
Castlett Street 

P.:JUSH COill'JCIL MEETING 
(Tea Roon) 

Cricket Match v. Naunton (ho:::ie ) 

GUITING VILIM\.GES Gn.A1""JD SUMlfi.ER FETE 
Teople Guiting House 

Cricket liiatch v. Prestbury (Away) 

~: .I. :Meeting: Gardening with Dogs & 
Children - Miss Jones 
Coopetition: Garden in Saucer 

Cricket Match v. St. Stephens (Hone ) 

? Cricket r:Idch 

PR.E-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP JUl\IBLE SALE 

9.30 

9.30 

12.00 

7.30 

9.30 

9.30 

12th 

13th 

14th 

16th 

19th 

Village Hall Managenent Cormittee Meeting 

Cricket Match v. Berkeley Ca suals (Away) 

20th 

21st 

22nd 

23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th 

I-illSIC FESTIVl...L 

Cricket Match v. Asians (Away) 

~;iUSIC FESTIVAL 

MUSIC FESTIV.1 ...L 

MUSIC FESTIVLL 

MUSIC FESTIV;...L 

MUSIC FESTIVJ..L - St. Michael 1 s 

MUSIC F::CSTIV,J, 

Cricket Match v. Ryeworth 1 st XI (Away) 

MUSIC FESTIV .. i.L 5:30 p.o. 

Cricket I\iatch v. Hymrnrth Sunday Y..I (Hone) 

to 12.00 

to 12.00 

noon 

p.o. 

to 12.00 

a.D. 

3.00 p.n. 

7:30 p.n. 

2.00 p.n. 

7:30 p.o. 

7.00 p.n. 

7:30 p.o. 

7:45 p.,D. 

7:45 p . r.1. 

7:45 p.u. 

7:45 p. n . 

7:45 p.m. 

7:45 p.o . 

8.oo p.D. 

',:ednesday 

27th 

30th Horticultural Society Meeting 7:30 p. n . 
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SIR SERETSE KHAMA: One of the most remarkable men of this century died 
recently in his own country of Botswana. I wonder how many of you remember 
the shock and horror in this country when Seretse Khama, hereditary chief in 
what was then British Bechuanaland, married in 1948 the daughter of a British 
army officer, Ruth Willjams? Which was as nothing to the shock and horror in 
his own country, and in South Africa nearby. The pair were exiled by the 
then British Government and it was many years before they were able to return 
to Bechuanaland. Khama renounced all his hereditary rights, became a party 
leader and, to quote the Sunday Times, 11 won four free elections under a 
Westminster system 11

• Sir Seretse - he was knighted in 1966 - then led his 
country in the most difficult of situations, dependent economically as it inevitably 
was on South Africa, yet naturally completely opposed to apartheid. His success, 
supported as he was by his wife, and his enhancement of the dignity of Africans, 
provides a great example of hope in that tortured country. 

Just think of the courage the Khamas showed, and the patience and the magnanimity! 
He used all his abilities (he read law at Balliol and was called to the English bar) 
while renouncing his privileges in order to help and guide his country. Let me 
quote Lord Redcliffe-Maud, writing in the Times of a 20-year-old friendship: 
11 However dangerous the prospect, either for his country or his own health, his 
courage, integrity and tolerance were as steadfast as his sense of humour; but 
it was Ruth who kept him alive and happy. Africa and Britain owe both of them 
a great debt of gratitude". Let us hope that their four children follow their lead, 
and give similar service to their country. 

And now to our purely parochial affairs: 

FETE AT TEMPLE GUITING: This seems to have gone off well, the weather for 
once this year havmg been helpful. I gather that some £3, OOO or so was collected 
for the villages. 

But people will have to think hard about this kind of activity in the future. It 
seems to be agreed by all that such a huge effort cannot be made annually. 
Mr. Fleming tells us that we can't hope to make enough money except by this 
kind of combined op; personally I think this doubtful, at least for Guiting Power, 
where the capacity for fund-raising is legendary. It all depends on what people 
prefer - regular small fetes or irregular large ones - or indeed other ways of 
raising funds when required. There is also the weather risk - we here can cope 
with bad weather with our good hall and a marquee if only a few hundred people 
are involved. But none of us could cope with shelter for a couple of thousand 
people. 

Personally, did hate to see that lovely bit of parkland along the Windrush spotted 
with caravans. Not that lam in the least against caravans, but I do feel that 
they should always be adequately screened. Perhaps, in the relatively vast parish 
of Temple Guiting, someone can find a suitable site? For there is no doubt that 
the caravaners who came to the Fete enjoyed themselves and were most careful 
not to put a foot wrong. 

GARAGES: The new garages are now up, but there is still work to do with 
hard-core and the disposal of surface water. When it is completed, I shall be able 
to work out the costs, and thus the rents. I intend to add the cost of the old 
garages to that of the new ones, and divide the sum between the 18 of them. This 
seems to be the only fair way to work things out. So I can't yet tell you 
what the new rent will be. 

BIRTHS: I may be out-of-date by the time you get this August Gazette, but the 
score seems to be that Jane Trinder and Janet Maccallum have both had boys, 
while Linda Macdonald has had a girl. In all three cases, babies of the opposite 
sex to their elder children, so I suppose all the more welcome for that. Two more 



babies are expected fairly soon and a couple of others later on - I hope I have 
got this right! 

Mr. John Miller, of BBC 2, tells me that one or two people have compl"ined that 
I speak of the young mothers as breeding cattle. I can't find anything derogatory 
in anything I have said - certainly nothing was meant. But I make no apology 
for expecting country-folk to remember that we humans, whatever else we may be, 
also belong to the animal kingdom - and there is no shame in this, nor cause 
for coyness. Where we come unstuck is to suppose that, if we are animals, we 
are nothing but animals; similarly, that if we are, potentially at least, far more 
than animals, we are nothing but superior entities. It is ''nothing-buttery" which 
leads us all astray. We do the same thing about the relationship between 
heredity and environment and tie ourselves into knots accordingly. Nearly all 
our characteristics derive partly from one and partly from the other,. although in 
varying degrees; and to this we have to add what we ourselves decide to do or 
to make of ourselves. It is all highly complicated - but so is everything 
concerned with life and living. 

Of course I am concerned - aren't we all? - with enough children being born here 
to ensure the continuity and success of our school. Without it we should only be 
half a village - if that. Guiting is a good place to bring children up; far, far 
better than a town or city and better than a tiny village. 

With a rising population, and two-sex families, I see problems ahead in respect 
of three-bedroom houses, of which we have too few. But with cooperation from 
the Council, and our own building activities, we hope to be able to meet all needs 
in time, if not as soon as parents and we ourselves should wish. 

Shall I be insulting anyone if I also record that Heidi, one of the Lloyd-Wood's 
St. Bernards, has had six healthy pups, the live-weight increase of which is 
phenomenal? 

WINDOWS: wonder if any of our older people can help me about the history of 
windows in Guiting - and indeed many other Cotswold villages? I recently had the 
pleasure of taking a fellow-enthusiast around Guiting, a Mr. Hugh Lander, now 
living in Cornwall. We had of course, many discussions about the way in which 
small houses should be restored. We were in close agreement except for arguments 
about windows. He thou~ht - and indeed I agreed with him - that our two-light 
casement windows would look better with smaller panes and more glazing bars. 
But although I was by no means happy with the style I found here in 1958, I 
came to believe that it was traditional and probably the most practical solution. 
I believe that the single horizontal glazing bar arose when the original leaded 
lights fell apart, especially in opening casements where they were not up to the 
weather. By this time larger panes of glass were easily obtainable and were 
probably thought to be an improvement. There is a window in Edward Boote's 
house where the dead light still have its lead cames (as they are called) but the 
opening light has the single glazing bar. 

Do any of you know other instances? I also told Mr. Lander that we should be 
highly unpopular it we were to put more glazing bars into our windows; am I 
right? Don't worry - it would be far too expensive any bow! 

Raymond Cochrane 



/ 
I REMINDER FROM PARISH COUNCIL: BULK REFUSE COLLECT ION 

There will be a collection of large items of Household Refuse on MONDAY, 
AUGUST 11th (or during the following week). 

Requests from householders, with their name, address and note of nature of 
refuse to be removed should be sent to the Cotswold District Council at 
Moreton-in-Marsh (Tel. No. 0608 I 50881) at least one week before collection 
is due. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER: 

APPEAL FOR RESTO RAT ION OF BELLS 

As many of you know, the bells of our ancient Parish Church have now reached 
the point when a work of restoration is urgently required in order to preserve 
them for the years to come. 

Expert advice has already been obtained, and the cost of restoring them is going 
to be high - which goes without saying in these days, with inflation running at 
its present figure - some £10,000. 

We feel confident, however, that high as the figure is for restoration, many 
beyond the confines of our village will want to be associated with the efforts we 
propose to make. We would, therefore, appeal to the generosity and help of all 
who value our heritage of bells to respond to our appeal and, furthermore, to make 
our needs known to those who may have at one time resided in the Village, or 
had family connections with it. Will they come to our help, so that the bells, 
when work is finally completed, will ring out again for all to hear? 

Donations, both large and small, towards the cost of restoring the bells, will be 
most gratefully received. 

Stanley Wilson Vicar 

Joyce Hart 
- Churchwardens 

Kenneth Day 

(I await further information before making any comments on this appear. 
E .R.C.) 



CHURCH SERVICES: 

August 

St. Michael's 

Sunday 

Farmcote 

Sunday 

Baptist Church 

Every Sunday 

3rd Family Communion 

10th Evensong 

17th Matins 

24th Evensong 

31 st Matins 

3rd 

17th 

Evening Prayers 

Holy Communion 

Sunday School 

Evening Service 

11. 15 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

11. 15 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

11. 15 a.m. 

3.00 p.m. 

9. 00 a. m. 

11. 00 a. m. 

6.00 p.m. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS & MEETINGS IN GUITING POWER VILLAGE HALL 

(unless shown to be held elsewhere) 

AUGUST 

The following meetings take place every week: 

THURSDAYS: 

SATURDAYS: 

Day Centre 

Badminton Club 

Junior Youth Club 

12 noon 

7. 30 p .m. 

9 . 30 a .m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS DURING AUGUST 

Sunday 3rd 

Sunday 1 Oth 

Tuesday 12th 

Wednesday 13th 

Sunday 17th 

Wednesday 20th 

Saturday 23rd 

Sunday 24th 

Jlst 

Cricket Match v. Cheltenham Police 

Cricket Match v. Stanton 

Badminton Match v. Toddington 

(AWAY) 

(HOME) 

{HOME} 

Cheery Club Garden Meeting - Mrs. Bingley 
Meet in Square 3 p. m. 

Cricket Match v. Coombe Hill (HOME) 

Village Hall Management Committee 

GUITING & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
FLOWER SHOW 

? Cricket Match 

Cricket Match v. Woodmancote (HOME} 
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OUR BELLS: I say 11our 11 advisedly, since although the bells belong to our parish 
church, we are not likely to hear them as they should and could sound unless we 
make this the business of all of us, whether church-goers or not. And if we do 
succeed together, we shall, all of us, have the joy of hearing something very 
different from what Guiting has ever heard before. 

The facts are these, as I understand them: the present bell-cage, which was 
installed in 1980 (though bits of it might go back to an earlier date) was never man 
enough for its heavy job. It is now in such a state that properly to ring the bells -
to swing them round in their arcs - would be positively dangerous. Secondly, as 
you must know, the bells are badly out of tune and presumably have been for 
decades; they are not worth rehanging unless they are properly tuned, each in 
itself (as a musical instrument in its own right) and in relation to each other. 

Professional advice has been obtained from the Diocesan Adviser on Church Bells, 
Miss Mary Bliss, who has paid us a most welcome visit; from the Church architect, 
Mr. Bartosch, and from two firms specialising in bell work, both of whom have given 
quotations. It is agreed by all concerned, I think, that we should need a 
completely new bell-cage which, for structural and other reasons, should be installed 
on the first instead of the second storey of the tower. And that the bells should 
be tuned by the Whitechapel Foundry which, since 1570, has been a leading firm 
for the casting, re-casting and tuning of new and old bells. 

I cannot give you firm figures yet, since I am exploring the possibility of 
legitimately avoiding VAT on part of this work and have not yet heard from 
H.M. Customs & Excise. 

These two items, the new bell-cage and the tuning, are the most expensive and 
the least which could be done to enable the bells to be rung properly and to sound 
well. If, however, this work is done, there are two further items which should be 
considered. One is to make the new bell-cage capable of carrying a 6th bell 
while we are about it. Six bells in a peal are more than desirable for technical 
as well as musical reasons, and we might be given a new treble before too long. 
The other is to re-cast the third so as to give us a peal in the major instead of 
the present minor key. The more I think about this, the more I feel it to be 
important that our bells, if we are to have them functioning properly, should be 
able to express joy and hope in a village which is as full of life as is Guiting. 

But it is no use at all contemplating the expenditure of a large sum of money if 
there is not enough keeness in the village and especially among actual and potential 
bell-ringers to make it all worth while. It is of this that we must make sure: 
enthusiasm from the P.C.C. and the present ringers, enthusiasm from the village 
as a whole. Though I have not had the opportunity to put my Trustees in the 
picture, I feel sure that if they are satisfied that such enthusiasm exists they will 
wish the .Trust to contribute. 

Miss Bliss, who combines enthusiasm with expertise, has kindly offered to give us 
a talk, illustrated with slides, on bells in all their ramifications - they are a 
fascinating subject. This we hope to arrange for one evening in October. And we 
have been promised a schedule showing the dates and times at which the 6-bell peal 
of Oddington (which has been fully restored in the major) can be heard. 

POST OFFICE: It is now some months since Mrs Webb told us that, after 15 years, 
and in spite of none-too-good health, she would like to retire from the Post Office 
as soon as this could be arranged. As you know, the premises belong to the 
Trust, so it was involved from the start. We were, of course, most anxious to have 
a new Sub-Postmaster whom you all know and like, and we immediately thought of 
Mr. Peter Gardner should he wish to take over the position and be free to do so. 
Apart from all the negotiations for the transfer of the lease, the Post Office itself 
is, with all its procedures and complications, involved in the process, since any 



sub-postmaster has to be approved by it. In spite of the fact that no other 
premises are avai !able, the vacancy has to be advertised and so on. Even now, 
all this bureaucratic process has not yet been completed, but eventually (one 
presumes) it will be! 

So all being well, Mrs. Webb will retire at the end of September and Mr. Gardner 
will take over on October lst. He has already done Post Office work elsewhere so 
it should not present any difficulty to him, though he may find the selling of 
knitting needles and wool a little more unusual! 

YOUTH CLUB: We have been asked to say that the Youth Club is short of adult 
committee members and would like to have volunteers for this very important 
activity. It would seem that parents tend to retire when their young grow out 
of e Youth Club, which is a pity, since the experience of actually having 
reared child ren is always valuable. 

So will all those who are interested in helping young people, of whom we seem 
likely to have increasing numbers, please offer to come into the picture? It does 
not matter whether you are parents or not , and I imagine that people who themselves 
bridge the age gap are very useful. 

The date for the ACM has not yet been fixed, but will go up on the not ice poard 
when it is. All volunteers will be welcome to attend this meeting. Meanw h ile, 
the Secretary, John Robbins , will be very glad to hear of anyone interested and 
will give them full particulars. His telephone number is 393 and as you will know, 
he now lives at the Woolaway Bungalow in Black Alley. 

GARAGES: At long last, our 8 new lock-up garages have been erected and at 
long last, I have got the figures from which to cost them. What I have done, to 
be fair to everyone, is to add the cost of the 10 erected in 1962 (at their "real 
money" cost!) to that of the 8 just completed, and have then divided the lot by 
the total of 18. This works out at a rent of 60p per week each, that is, £7. 80 per 
quarter. To this has to be added the rates (including a 2p Thames Water rate! ) 
which we have to collect from you, which amounts to £3. 08 per quarter for the 
range of 16 and £2. 52 per quarter for the two odd ones (presumably because of 
their less easy access). So at the end of the September we shall expect from all 
present garages tenants a total of £10.88 and £10.32 respectively. 

We have various people on our waiting list for garages, all of whom can now have 
them, and the rent-cum-rates will be calculated as from their occupation till the 
end of the September quarter and thereafter at the quarter rate. Please apply to 
Mr. Taylor at the estate office. 

I hope that is now clear to everyone concerned, including those who didn't get 
the last quarter's rent right! 

ALLOTMENTS : Please remember that ordinary allotment rents at £1 p.a. and 
double-size ones at £2 p.a. will be due on Sept. 29th. 

ESTATE OFFICE: Mr. Harry Taylor, as you will know, began work for us on 
August 18th, to my huge relief and everyone elses also, no doubt! He is spending 
as much of his time helping with our building and farming activities as he can, 
but he will be in the office every weekday from 9 a. m. to 1 O a. m. at the least. 
I shall continue to call in there just after 2 p.m. I hope that these times will 
enable everyone who wants to see either of us to do so. 

GAZETTE: You will have noticed the new and larger type of last month's Gazette. 
This is because it is now being processed by the super equipment of our friends 
at Greenfield House. We are most grateful to them for their help, and also to 



Messrs. Bloss, Tippett & Taylor (now Bruton, Knowles & Co.) for having put up 
with our vagaries for so long and who will be much relieved not to have to 
continue to do so. We are also especially grateful to Jean and Colin Trinder 
for having filled the gap left by the Guides in its distribution. 

After this month, we have arranged for the Gazette to be made available at the 
Post Office, though if anyone is sick or disabled we shall of course deliver it to 
them if they will let us know. The Watson family are dealing as usual with 
those outside Guiting who like to see the Gazette and who are on their rounds. 
To all concerned our most grateful thanks for their help in the combined op. of 
keeping all informed about our activities. 

SO, PLEASE NOTE that your October Gazette wi II be available for you to collect 
at the Post Office, where Mr. Peter Gardner is kindly arranging for it to be ready 
for you. 

Raymond Cochrane 

CHURCH SERVICES 

September 

St Michael's 

Sunday 7th Family Communion 11. 1 Sam 
14th Evensong 6. OOpm 
21st Matins 11. 1 Sam 
28th Evensong 6. OOpm 

Prior Notice 
October 12th Harvest Festival 

Holy Communion 9. OOam 
Evensong 6. OOpm 

Farmcote 

Sunday 7th Evening Prayers 3. OOpm 
21st Holy Communion 9. OOam 

Baptist Church 

Every Sunday Sunday School 11. OOam 
Evening Service 6. OOpm 

October lst Harvest Tea 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITIN(.; POWER VILLAGE HALL 

(unless shown to be held elsewhere) 

SEPTEMBER The following take place every week 

onday Pre-school playgroup 

Youth club from lst 

Tuesday Yoga class from 1 6th 

Wednesday Pre-school playgroup 

Thursday Day centre 

Badminton 

Friday Pre-school playgroup 

Saturday Junior youth club 

Sunday Badminton 

frof"I 1 Sth 

from 1 Oth 

from 12th 

9.30-12.00 

7. 30pm 

8. OOpm 

9. 3 J- ; 2. Ofi 

12.00 noon 

7. '0pm 

9.30- '2 .0l• 

9. 30am 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND t.... EETINGS DURING SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Tuesday 

3rd 

6th 

7th 

1 Oth 

13th 

14th 

17th 

20th 

24th 

27th 

30th 

Cheery Club - Talk and exhibition ':Dolls thrnugh 
the ages 11

,. by Mr and Mrs Clegg. 

Football : Guiting Power v Eagle Star 

Cricket v Cheltenham 

Pre-school playgroup starts 

Women's Institute -"Songs with the Irish Harp 11 

by Miss E. Simey. Complimentary book marker. 

Football: Gretton Rovers v Guiitng Power 

Cricket match v Withington 

Cheery Club 

Village Hall Management Committee 

Football: Cup round 

Horticultural Society Committee 

Football: Guiting Power v Dowty Staverton 

Cheery Club 

2. 30pm 

(Home) 

(Home ' 

9.30-12 .0 [. 

7. 30pm 

(Away) 

(Away) 

2. 30pm 

(Home) 

2. 30pm 
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TALK ON BELLS: Miss Mary Bliss, the Diocesan Adviser on Church Bells, 
will give her talk, illustrated with slides, on Friday evening, October 1 Oth 
at 7. 30 p.m. in the Village Hall. After it, and a short interval, I am sure 
that she will be willing to answer the many questions we shall want to ask. 

I much hope that all those who are even mildly interested will turn up, and 
especially those who feel that we should not embark upon so expensive a project. 
Many, I suspect , will be torn, as I am, between a longing that Guiting should 
have a good peal of well-tuned bells, and a fear and concern at the expense 
involved, VAT and all. But they are not going to get any cheaper in the 
future. 

FLOWER SHOW: This seems to have been most successful, with a considerable 
increase in entries as compared with the disastrous season of 1979. Many 
familiar names showed among the prizewinners - and there was a particularly 
good display of pot plants of all kinds. And also of flower arrangements though, 
once more, I was often puzzled by the judges' choices. 

But this was a serious occasion, without the Blockley band or any of the Fete-like 
activities we used to have - possibly because of the big Fete at Temple Guiting, 
which by the way, brought in over £1, 700 for us and Farmcote. 

FESTIVAL: The Evesham Journal, or somebody reporting to it, seemed to have 
a 11down 11 on us. Firstly, they wrote about 11 music-shy villagers" - has anyone 
tried to find out if we are music-shy or not? This can't be judged by local 
support of very highbrow modern music to which we are not accustomed. Then 
it reported that very pleasant concert in the church as 11 Little Brown Jug at 
the Altar" which was a nonsense. The young singers stood, as was proper, 
on the chancel steps, nowhere near the altar. People forget that in mediaeval 
times, the naves of parish churches were used as village halls, with plenty of 
ale flowing on occasions, while the chancel was always respected and kept apart. 

The audience at this most enjoyable concert did not include many local people, 
but although these were invited to attend, no one bothered to show them the 
interesting programme, except through the purchase of the complete programme. 
Nor are the programmes ever sent to us for inclusion in the Gazette in the 
appropriate month. 

BBC 2 : Mr. Miller has completed his filming for his 11 Roots of England 11 

programme, but tells us that it won't be shown till after Christmas. (Repeats 
of previous programmes are now being shown as you may know). I shall let 
the date and time be known as soon as I hear of them. 

I was somewhat horrified to find that the BBC is about to publish (on November 
27th) a book on this series, in which one chapter is devoted to Guiting. What any 
of us say on a TV programme, with all the accompanying photography, and in 
answer to questions, is one thing; the written word is quite another. So there 
have been many arguments and discussions about this, and an effort on my part 
to get the basic facts right and in some sort of balance. I remain, however, 
strongly opposed to the BBC's emphasis on personalties - it is the village which 
matters. 

We are making every effort to obtain a copy of the film as a record in the history 
of Guiting, and shall devote all fees we may get to this end. 



MISS ELSIE WORVELL: Mrs Booth tells us that Miss Worvell celebrated her 
90th birthday on September 1 Sth and we wish to send her our heartiest 
congratulations. She had two cakes, one supposed to contain 90 currants -
though I gather that the baker lost count in the end! 

NURSE WILLIAMS : I expect you will have heard the sad news that our dear 
Nurse Williams retires next month, after no less than twenty-five years' 
devotion to the sick, the dying, the young and the old, in and around Cui ting. 
Naturally we offered to find her a cottage or flat, but she decided, probably 
wisely, to make a break: I fear that otherwise, and however good her 
successor, we should all have continued to run to her in emergencies. But if, 
after such a break, she ever wants to come back here, she must know that 
she would be welcomed by all of us; Guiting just won't be the same without her. 

The work of a District Nurse is hard and unending, but J hope also rewarding. 
Even those who, like me, have never had to ask her for help, felt secure in 
the knowledge that she was "there" - when needed. I want to say "Thank you 
and bless you" to her on behalf of everybody in Guiting, and to send her our 
·~ry best wishes for a long and happy retirement. 

!PESTS & DISEASES: 

Parvovirus in dogs : Experience has shown how very serious this can be. The 
disease carries an enormously high death rate - and a very horrible death at 
that. It is quickly spread over distances by the gathering of unvaccinated 
animals at shows, boarding kennels and the like. If you value your dog, don't 
let him or her roam about (as one or two of you still do} and have him or her 
vaccinated. 

Tetanus: We all know the danger to man and horse of tetanus; it is not so well 
known that dogs and cattle are also susceptible to it - but not (as far as I know) 
cats. We have fairly recently had a case in the village where a dog contracted 
tetanus by digging in one of our gardens which had not been mucked (I believe) 
for some twenty years. This dog tore a toe-nail, though luckily she was saved 
by anti-toxin. 

The tetanus spores live indefinitely in any muck or mucky soil. The worst danger 
is from a puncture like those caused by thorns. This heals over quickly, thus 
providing the airless conditions in which the spores proliforate. So people working 
in such soils, and dogs digging in them, are at risk unless they are vaccinated. 
Years ago, we had all our staff vaccinated. 

In dogs, the early symptoms are contraction of the facial muscles - altering the 
dog's expression - and difficulty in swallowing. 

Bird nests and fleas: A couple of months ago we removed the old roof from part 
of Latimer Court. And in so doing, we knocked down several bird nests. Soon 
afterwards, a veritable plague of fleas appeared, attacking, as is their wont, the 
female inhabitants wnom they prefer. As soon as we heard of this, we called in 
the Pest Officer, who told us that bird nests provide Ideal Homes for fleas. They 
breed in them, and the pupae can remain in them "indefinitely". I-le told us of 
a school which became infested with fleas after the children had brought a 
blackbird's nest in. 

We apologise, profusely, to those who were attacked and shall in future take all 
precautions if and when we dismantle a roof - especially in hot weather. 

Raymond Cochrane 



SPECIAL NOTICES 

Announcement from the Parish Council 

Presentation to Nurse Williams 

On FRIDAY 24th OCTOBER in the VILLAGE HALL between 6.45 p,m. and 
7. 45 p. m. there will be a retirement presentation to Nurse Williams. 

All parishioners from Guiting Power will be welcome. 

Children must be accompanied by parents. 

OCTOBER 

St. Michael's Sunday 

Farmcote 

Baptist Church 
Sunday September 

Wednesday October 

Every Sunday 

5th 

12th 

19th 

26th 

5th 

19th 

2Bth 

lst 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Family Communion 

Harvest Festival 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Matins 

Evensong 

Evening Prayers 

Holy Communion 

Rev. D. Pountain 
M. J. Adair 

Harvest 'T' in Village Hall 

Service in Chapel 

Chairman Rev. D. Pountain 
Speaker Ian Pulford 
Soloist Mrs. D. Pountain 

Sunday School 

Evening Service 

11.15a.m. 

9. 00 a.m. 
6. 00 p.m. 

11.15a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

3.00 p.m. 

9.00 a.m. 

2. 30 p.m. 
6. 00 p. m. 

5.15 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. 

11.00 a.m. 

6.00 p.m 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING POWER VILLAGE HALL 

(unless shown to be held elsewhere) 

OCTOBER 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 
1st 

Saturday 
4th 

Wednesday 
8th 

Friday 
1 Oth 

Saturday 
1 lth 

Wednesday 
15th 

Saturday 
18th 

Wednesday 
22nd 

Friday 
24th 

Saturday 
25th 

Wednesday 
29th 

Pre-school Playgroup 9.30 - 12.00 
Youth Club 7. 30 p. m. 

Pre-school Playgroup 9. 30 - 12. 00 

Day Centre 12 noon 
Badminton 7. 30 p. m. 

Pre-school Playgroup 9.30 - 12.00 

Junior Youth Club 9.30 a.m. 

Badminton 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING OCTOBER 

Chapel Harvest 'T 1 

Youth Club Committee 

Rummage Sale in aid of "Yours", a 
newspaper for "Help the Aged 11

, and 
W .I. Funds 

5.15 p.m. 

2.00 p.m. 

Football - Sedgeberrow v Guiting Power away 

Women's Institute - "Beatrix Potter" 7.30 p.m. 
by Mrs. A. Hill tout. Competition -
Hallowe'en Limerick 

Illustrated talk on Church Bells 
by Miss M. Bliss 

Football - Wickwar United v Guiting 
Power 

Cheery Club - Emmanuel Singers 
(Naunton Cheery Club invited) 

Village Hall Management Committee 

Football - Charities Cup Competition 

School Sale & Tea - in aid of funds 
for Christmas Activities. To be held 
in school 

PARISH MEETING 

7. 30 p. m. 

away 

2. 30 p.m. 

venue unknown 

2. 00 p.m. 

6. 45 p. m. 

Football - Guiting Power v Shipton Oliffe 11 home 
Concert in aid of Abbey field Society 8. 00 p. m ~ 
(details on notice board) 

Badminton 

FORTH COMING EVENTS 
Cheery Club Fair This will be on Saturday, November 1st from 2. 30 to 4. OQ p. m. 
The Annual Fair is the Club's main fund-raising event and is always a great 
success - please come and give us your support. 
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NURSE WILLIAMS PARTY: The presentation ceremony to Nurse last Friday, 
October 24th, turned out to be a real party for the 100 or so of us who were able 
to attend it. For not only were there the substantial cheque and the watercolour 
of the church which were the gifts for which a collection had been made, but 
someone had given a superb cake and others all sorts of delectable eats. All this 
will have been reported in the press, with photographs, but it would not seem 
right not to record an unusual and very special occasion in the Gazette. 

I think that what we all feel about Nurse is that she always did that little bit 
more than her considerable duties required. It is the "little bits more" that count 
in life, and for which people are rightly remembered with affection and gratitude. 

Our new nurse will be Nurse Tulloch, now at Winchcombe whom we look forward 
to meeting. Yet another Scot, I fear!! 

THE BELLS: Miss Bliss gave us a most interesting illustrated talk about church 
bells, about which we are now much better informed, and she answered many 
questions from her audience. 

Then Mr David Stew rushed over from Witney, and on behalf of the Trust 
announced that it had been decided that it would give £1 for each · £1 collected for 
the bells. This, I think, did much to convince the public meeting - and the P .C. C. 
a week later - that what had been pie in the sky was now a practicable project. 
So the P. C. C. decided to go full steam ahead and is now going into fund-raising 
projects. 

A recent decision against the Commissioners of Customs and Excise in the Court 
of Appeal gives us some hope that we may get some reduction in the VAT which 
we were told we should have to pay for the new bell cage. 

I should like to add that the Trustees surprised me by their generosity about the 
bells. I knew, of course, that they would think it proper to make a contribution. 
I guessed that this might be of the order of £1 for every £3 collected, or perhaps 
£1 for every £2. Mrs Day, declaring an interest as a member of the P.C.C., did 
not express any opinion; the other two unhesitatingly opted for £1 for £1. So 
much for those who think that I make all the decisions! 

THE OLD POST OFFICE : Most of you will know by now that the Old Post Office 
is up for sale at no less that £59, 500 or near offer! I have long regarded it as 
our "Centre Point" and this has turned out to be the case, it having remained 
empty (for all but short occasional periods) for six - or is it seven? - years, 
having been bought by a speculator from Hampshire. He reckons to make a packet 
out of the deal, over and above what he has spent on it in dribs and drabs ! 
(The surface water from the front slope of the roof still runs away down Post 
Office Lane though I hope that this will be remedied soon). 

I always feel badly about people, especially outside speculators, cashing in on 
Guiting, though I suppose this has happened less often in Guiting than in other 
villages. I kick myself - hard - for not having bought the old P. 0. when it was 
first put up for sale in the 60's. But I then reckoned that we should have had 
to spend quite a lot on it, and that only to rent it; so even at a tenth of the 
present asking price it wouldn't have been fair on the Truist. 

Did you know that someone advertised a house a month or two back as being in 
the "Royal South Cotswolds"? And that some silly people have been trying to get 
the word "Royal" officially attached to Gloucestershire? Thank goodness, we are 
in the non-Royal North Cotswolds, and I sincerely hope that house prices here 
will fall rather that go on rising from their present ridiculous level! 



YE OLDE INN: Can anyone tell us when this pub got its new - and not very 
accurate - name? Mrs Mabel Phillips has shown me a most interesting sale catalogue 
of 1934, when it and a number of other houses in Guiting, were auctioned on the 
death of their late owner, Miss Keziah Smith. In this catalogue, the pub is 
described charmingly as "The Lower Beer House 11

, and was sold, or bought in, 
at £500! 

Years ago, Mrs Ethel Smith told me that it had never gone out of the hands of 
her late husband's family who had, I think, built it, or at least turned it into a 
pub. It is typical of Guiting building in or about 1830, although, of course, like 
so many other houses, it might have been built on much earlier foundations. No 
doubt it slaked the thirst of those quarrying stone slates in the field opposite, 
still known as Slatters' Patch! But there is no indication of XVllth century work 
which some of its recent owners has assumed it to have, possibly misled by the 
open, more or less inglenook-type fireplace, which is quite common in our early 
XIXth century houses. Of course, it is no longer just a beer house, since it has 
long been licensed for wines and spirits, so it could not retain its original name. 

TRUST HOUSES: We are always in some difficulty because although we have 27 
2-bedroom houses, we have only 10 3-bedroom ones (plus several larger ones). 
This difficulty is increasing, and will increase, in view of the number of babies 
we now have, and the fact that these come in two sexes. We are therefore 
beginning certain alterations, and may later carry out one or two more, to increase 
our 3-bedroom houses, beginning with the Gardens cottages which are pretty small 
anyhow. 

Will everyone please remember that it is of no use suggesting that ·people apply 
to go onto our waiting-list unless they are either local people (belonging to the 
parishes of Guiting Power, Temple Guiting, Naunton or Hawling) or coming to 
work in this area for employers who can't provide them with houses (as people 
with land can be presumed to be able to do) ? Nor can we normally provide 
houses for people who already have them; we are concerned mainly with young 
couples who can't afford to buy and for whom the Council cannot provide. And 
for elderly people who need all the facilities Guiting can provide. 

And further, will people please not ring up Mrs Day or me? All applications 
should be made in writing to the Trust at the Estate Office, and it doesn't do 
any good to bother either of us at home. 

BREAK-IN: As you know, there has recently been another break-in, indeed 
burglary, in Guiting. The danger seems to be when people are out, especially in 
the evening, or for week-ends. Advice as to how to reduce such risks is always 
available from the police, and all those who have to leave their houses unoccupied 
are asked to obtain advice from P. C. Knight. 

FOOTBALL FOR THE UNDER-SIXTEENS: Will all those youngsters who are 
interested in football please contact P. C. Knight or Andrew Taylor so that we may 
get together a team? This means people in our area, not only in Guiting Power. 

POLICE NOTICE: A boy of 13 has been missing from his home in Stroud since 
July, and is thought to be living rough in Temple Guiting area. If anyone finds 
signs of someone sleeping in any barn or outbuilding, will he please let the 
police know? 

Raymond Cochrane. 



SPECIAL NOTICES 

Guiting Power School 

The staff and children would like to thank everyone who helped with the 
School Sale. The magnificent sum of £66 was raised. 

NOVEMBER 

St Michael's 

Sunday 2nd 

9th 

16th 

23rd 

30th 

Baptist Church 

Sunday 16th Nov. 

Every Sunday 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Parish Communion 

Evensong 

Matins 

Evensong 

Matins 

Joint Service at Naunton 

Sunday School 

Evening Service 
(except 16th Nov.) 

11. 15 am 

6. 00 pm 

11. 15 am 

6. 00 pm 

11. 15 am 

2. 30 pm 

11. 00 am 

6. 00 pm 

It would be appreciated if people organising events in the village, and wishing 
to have such events advertised in the "Gazette", would hand full details in to 
the office as early as possible. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETING IN GUITING POWER VILLAGE HALL 

(unless shown to be held elsewhere) 

NOVEMBER 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

# Sunday 

NB. Nov.12th 

Nov. 21st 

THE FOLLOWING TAKE PLACE EACH WEEK 

Pre-school Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Pre-school Playgroup 

Day Centre 
Badminton 

Pre-school Playgroup 

Junior Youth Club 

Badminton 

Playgroup Tupperware Party 

NO PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP 

9.30 - 12.00 
7 .30 pm 

9. 30 - 12. 00 

12 noon 
7. 30 pm 

9.30 - 12.00 

9. 30 am 

1 o. 30 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING NOVEMBER 

Saturday 
1st 

Tuesday 
4th 

Wednesday 
Sth 

Saturday 
8th 

Wednesday 
12th 

Friday 
14th 

Saturday 
1 Sth 

Wednesday 
19th 

Friday 
21st 

Saturday 
22nd 

Tuesday 
25th 

Wednesday 
26th 

Friday 

CHEERY CLUB FAIR 
Football: Kings School 0. B. v G. Power 
DISCO: IN AID OF A.T.S. 
TUG-OF-WAR TEAM 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Badminton:Guiting 2nd v Wallace 
House, Evesham. 

Football: County Cup 

Tupperware Party: Pre-school Playgroup 
Cheery Club: Talk with slides by 
Mrs M. Keith 
Womens Institute: Annual General 
Meeting 

COFFEE EVENING, BRING & BUY 
AND ENTERTAINMENT 
In aid of village hall funds 

Football: Charities Cup 

2.30 - 4.00 pm 
Away 

Home 

Venue unknown 

10.30am 
2. 30 pm 

Venue unknown 

Village Hall Management Committee Meeting 
Badminton: Guiting 2nd v Winchcombe 

DISCO: IN Al D OF THE YOUTH CLUB 

Football: Guiting Power v Campden Home 

Badminton: G uiting 2nd v Littleton 

Cheery Club 2. 30 pm 

DISCO: IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL 
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GU IT ING PUBS: Mrs. Jean Trinder has been talking with Mr. Tom Bartlett 
(whose parents, as some will remember, used to live in Pear Tree Cottage) about 
Guiting in the first part of this century. He told her that it was indeed 
Mrs. Ethel Smith who changed the name of the pub in Hollow Bottom to 
"Ye Olde Inn 11 , as I had supposed; and he spoke of there having been "seven 
or eight" pubs in the village in the XIXth century. 

I had no sooner heard from Mrs. Trinder than I happened to read, in a book 
review, of the "Duke of Wellington's Sale of Beer Act 11 of 1830, which abolished 
the duty on beer, and allowed anyone, in return for a small licence fee, to sell 
beer in their parlour. This would explain the indications that several houses - not 
exactly pubs like the Farmers', The Old Bell or the Greyhound , and of course 
the Lower Beer House - were used as pubs in this sense. I think this applied to 
Tudor House and to George East's house - maybe to others I don't know about. 

In 1831 Guiting reached its highest ever population figure, at least since the 
XIVth century .and its market days. This was 792 - but there were 468 males and 
only 324 females. That abnormal sex-ratio could only mean that there were men 
lodging in the village - working as quarrymen, navvies and so on, presumably -
so there would have been plenty of customers for the cheaper beer then available. 
Indeed, although the old tax on beer was not a heavy one, people in those days 
were so badly-off that it made a deal of difference - a gift of about £1 a year to 
the household, calculates J. H. Clapham. It was at this time that Sidney Smith wrote 
that "everybody is drunk. Those who are not singing are sprawling. The 
sovereign people are in a beastly state." There must have been little else to do 
for single men in an isolated village. 

And as for the Greyhound, you may remember that in the Gazette for November 
1979 I wrote of a Saxon stone which I felt - and still feel - must have come from 
the church. Well, Mr. Sam Hamblett tells us that it was used as a ventilator 
for the malt kilns at the Greyhound! How typical of Guiting through the ages! 
Any "unconsidered trifle" was re-used somehow somewhere; and indeed we have 
followed suit by re-using all the stone we could salvage from dangerous buildings 
which we had to demolish. 

AND SHOPS: All villages had shops, of course, in the days before the internal 
combustion engine arrived and changed all our lives. But it seems to me that 
Guiting had more than most. There were I think two cobblers - one by 
Civic Trust House and one at West End - the lean-to facing the road. One hears 
of butchers' shops, sweet shops, and general shops, a saddler's, two or more 
forges (one in Hollow Bottom). We must make a list of them if we can. Mr. Bartlett 
says that the Bodsworths' house on the Upper Green was a general shop kept by 
the sister of Miss Keziah, and he remembers an old man there wearing a smock. 
He also remembers - and he isn't that old! - a sweet shop kept by an old girl 
who, although somewhat lacking in teeth, managed to bite large aniseed sweets in 
two lest she gave some child overweight! 

There were builders, too. Many of our houses show such a family likeness that 
I feel sure they were built by the same people originally; and perhaps later work 
was done by their descendents. John Robbins' grandfather, for example, built on 
to the Bodsworths' house. Do any of you know of any other builders? 

PUZZLES: Owing to an error by one or other of us concerned, it was stated in 
the September Gazette that our church bells were last hung in 1980, which should 
have read 1870. Now, can anyone tell us why this was done in that year, the 
bells having lain about unused - so it was said - for a hundred years? 

We know that by the end of the XIXth century the chancel was in such a dangerous 
state that it could not be used - it was propped up with heavy timbers until the 



major restoration in 1903. 

How come, then, that the bells were re-cast and re-hung when the chancel ·. 
must even then have been so terribly neglected by the Walker family, who, as 
lay rectors, were responsible for looking after it? Was it, perhaps, because 
of a wedding from the Grange? Who instigated and who paid for the work? 
It would be most interesting to know. 

And, much further back - in 1844 - when the South Transept was built: _ ha~ 
anyone ever heard whether the South Doorway was moved to its present position, 
or whether it was always there, at the end of a long porch? 

HARVESTS OF 1979 & 1980: Owing to the summer drought in 1979, our average 
yield of corn was only just over 25 cwts, per acre - a miserably low yield, only 
a little better than those of the two drought years, 1975 and 1976. Last year, 
however, and in spite of dry weather in the spring, we were up to a little over 
35 cwts per acre. Had the late-sown spring barley not been adversely affected, 
the average yield would have been appreciably higher. Our winter wheat averaged 
46. 67 (a record), the winter barley 39. 16 (also a record) and spring barley 
30. 81 cwts per acre. Individual fields also produced record crops, notably Lower 
Quarry Hitchin (the best piece of wheat I have ever seen in these parts) which 
yielded 60. 94 cwts per acre; the winter barley in Old Fifty Acres something like 
43 cwts per acre, and the spring barley in Sports Field 40. 75 cwts per acre. 
(all figures plus or minus 5% error). 

These results are most encouraging, and can be attributed in part to improved 
varieties, extra husbandry and - as always in the Cotswolds - summer rain. 

You may not all be interested in farming, but remember that the Trust gets about 
half its income from farm rents, and is the largest individual shareholder in the 
Company. So it affects the village profoundly! As is right and proper. 

ERNIE SAUNDERS: Our good friend and colleague, Ernie Saunders, completed 
21 years* gOOd work for Guiting Manor Farms Ltd. in February last - a record 
which we shall be celebrating at our Harvest Supper. He came to us in 1959 -
which seems a long time ago - and has worked willingly and hard ever since -
and that in spite of eye trouble. He has also acted as a near-infallible recorder 
for all events and seasons - "When did this or that happen?" "Don't remember -
better ask Ernie! 11 

Next year, Arthur Harding and George East also complete their 21 years with 
us, and in 1982 Eric Sharratt with the Company and then with the Trust. We 
are immensely proud of these long periods of service among so many of our few 
staff members. 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR MANY 

FRIENDS IN GUITING! 

Raymond Cochrane 

• 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN GUITING VILLAGE HALL 

DECEMBER 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

(Unless shown to be held elsewhere) 

The following take place every week 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Pre-School Playgroup 

Day Centre 
Badminton 

Pre-School Playgroup 

Junior Youth Club 

Badminton 

9.30 - 12.00 
7. 30 p. m. 

9.30 - 12.00 

12 noon 
7. 30 p.m. 

9.30 - 12.00 

9. 30 a.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS DURING DECEMBER 

3rd 

6th 

9th 

10th 

12th 

13th 

17th 

18th 

19th 

20th 

27th 

Badminton Guiting 2nd v Stow 

Football Guiting Power v Smiths 
3rd Round County Cup 

Badminton Guiting lst v Berkley . 

Cheery Club Christmas Party Lunch 
Women's Institute Members Meeting 

SCHOOL CONCERT 

Football Tewkesbury Y .M.C.A. v 
Guiting Power 

Village Hall Management Committee 
Badminton Guiting lst v Longlevens 

School Party 

DISCO: IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL 

Home 

Home 

Away 

12. 15 for 12. 30 
7. 30 p.m. 

6. 00 p.m. 

Away 

Home 

2. 00 - 4. 00 p.m. 

Football Guiting Power v Crescent Utd. Home 

Football Open Date 



CHURCH SERVICES 

December 

St. Michael's Sunday 7th Parish Communion 

14th Evensong 

21st Matins 

28th Carol Service 

11.15a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

11.15 a.m. 

6. 00 p.m. 

Christmas Services 25th Christmas Day Holy Communion 9.00 a.m. 

Temple Guiting 

Baptist Church 

24th Midnight Service 

Every Sunday Sunday School 

Evening Service 

Sunday 21 st Rev. & Mrs. A. Granger 
will conduct a Carol Service 

11.00 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. 


