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NO. 66 GUITING POWER June, 1982

THE TIMES WE LIVE IN: A conference about village shops was recently held

at Gloucester, and two of our shopkeepers were invited to attend this. Mrs Watson
agreed to go and had, I gather, an enjoyable day out. But although over 60
persons were present, coming from all over the country and representing every
conceivable organisation and interest, she was the only active village shopkeeper
among the lot! One other, who was invited to address the gathering, had kept

a village shop for 4 years, but had then given it up! So no one, except

Mrs Watson - who has functioned here in Guiting for well over 25 years - was
therefore qualified to discuss village shops with real experience! She tells me

that she found it hard to convince those around her that, provided one is prepared
to work hard and that one doesn't expect the earth, it is possible to get a decent
living and enjoy the life!

I fear that all this is typical of today. People talk and attend conferences, lots
of them, but those who do the job and know it at first-hand are either too busy
to attend or are not expected to explain their job to the others who don't.

ELECTRICS: Electricity is a wonderful servant, but a bad and highly dangerous
master. The things which can go wrong are many, but they roughly divide into
those involving the fixed installation in a house and those which concern the
appliances connected with it.

Nearly, but not quite, all the Trust houses were completely re-wired when they
were modernised between 1958 and 1964. (A few had some sound wiring then

- which was retained). We were lucky in that PVC cable was then available and the
standard 13 amp ring main circuits were used. This meant that the wiring is
reliable. We have since had some trouble, here and there, with rising damp in
switch sockets - which we always put right if and when we know about it - and
quite a lot with the really weak point, which is ceiling roses and flexes for pendant
lights. These require periodic renewal, which again we can and will cope with.

Much more serious problems arise with flexes and indeed the construction of
various appliances, even though legal standards are continually rising. Flexes
should be checked from time to time. But even the best of them won't stand
for pulling plug tops out of sockets - a favourite habit of some using vacuum
cleaners: no plug top should ever be pulled out by its flex.

Then there is overloading of circuits. A 13 amp circuit will happily carry about
3,000 watts total loading on that circuit (not just a particular plug socket). If

this is exceeded, a fuse should blow or a trip-switch trip, which protects the whole
outfit. But it should be remembered that plug tops are usually sold with 13 amp
fuses inside them, and such a heavy fuse is no protection for a small appliance
such as a table light or vacuum cleaner - for which a 5 amp fuse is desirable.

And there is another sort of overloading which causes trouble, that of using
adaptors with heavy flexes. Adaptors are perfectly safe if only used for lights;
they should never be used for appliances requiring thick and heavy flexes which
literally weigh them down and in time wear out the plug sockets. (We don't reckon
to pay for work required owing to misuse of this kind).

If our tenants have umpteen electrical appliances and find the existing plug sockets
inadequate, they can ask us to fit additional plug sockets at their expense - we
only reckon to provide essentials buckshee, at our low rents and discounts.

THE BLEDISLOE CUP: It seems that nothing we have said has altered the
Intentions of the organisers to carry on as before. This is a great pity, but there
it is. It will be interesting to see, next year, whether the village will wish to
compete under the existing rules. And also, the extent to which other villages
will do so, since one cannot agree with the assertion that we are the only objectors
to the system!
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No. 71 GUITING POWER November, 1982

BBC 1 TELEVISION: I have had the following letter from Miss Sarah Busby,
addressed to all those who have helped (or suffered!) during the recent sojourn of

their production team in Guiting:

"On behalf of the Aerodrome production team, I would just like to say a
very big 'thank you' to everyone in Guiting, for all your help throughout the
filming. We had our difficulties, as everyone knows (not least among them being
the weather!), but thanks to everyone's extreme patience and co-operation, we
managed to surmount them all and have, I think, achieved some very good results .

‘We have certainly returned to London with good memories of our time here.
I hope that, despite one or two chaotic moments, your experiences are such that
you might tolerate good old Auntie Beeb here again, if the occasion arose .

Many thanks once more. We will let you know when we have a transmission
date, and if yousare able to watch, I hope you will enjoy the show".

Sarah Busby.

It seems likely that the film will be shown either in the spring or the autumn of
next year, and we shall do our best to give you as much notice as we can. Given
the Guiting - and the Chastleton - backgrounds, and the skills of the cameramen
who did the job, it should be indeed visually attractive, quite apart from the story.
I am told that something like 70 of you people, of all ages, have been involved as
‘extras', which will certainly add to its interest for us!

I asked Miss Busby why Guiting had become so popular with BBC television. She
mentioned four reasons: one, that it is little spoilt, two, that it isn't on a main
road, three, that houses are grouped around the Lower Green fairly close together
(which is because it wasn't a village green originally, but a market square); and
four, the absence of visible TV aerials on Trust houses. So I suppose that this
won't be the last of our appearances if, as I also suppose, most if not all of you
have enjoyed the excitement - and the perks! For better or worse, Guiting seems
to be coming one of the best-known villages in England - quite the last thing I
ever expected it would be!

FROM 1982 BACK TO 1086: I read in the North Cotswold Standard that a trans-
lation of Domesday Book for Gloucestershire has just been published, of which I
hope soon to obtain a copy. I knew, as did others, a little of the account of
Guiting since it is quoted in Sir Robert Atkyns' history of the county published in
1712 - that it had been a royal manor held by Edward the Confessor, had two
water-mills, and owned no less than five salt-pits, (presumably near Droitwich) and
so on. But the Standard quotes a bit more, namely that there were two Frenchmen
in the parish (why?) several slaves, male and female, and a priest who held two
small holdings. This last is further proof that our church is of Saxon origin, not
just Norman as it is usually said to be.

LITTER: I had a complaint about an increase in litter. I blamed this on the BBC
wrongly, as it turned out. Will people, old and young, please see to it that paper
and so forth is not left lying around? Or the wrong sort of vehicles in the wrong
places, or any sort of vehicles in some places? Guiting is a Conservation Area,
Bledisloe Cup or no Bledisloe Cup.

QUESTIONNAIRES: A short while ago an Oxford undergraduate, Gerald Priest,
turned up in this and the two nearest villages with a questionnaire. He is reading
geography, and is interested in the extent to which newcomers to our villages in-
tegrate with local people. I knew nothing about him until he arrived. But I did
know that students from the Gloucestershire College of Arts and Technology were
going to carry out an exercise in planning sometime this term. However, I had
only 36 hours notice that this scheme also included a questionnaire which I have
not seen, and could not, therefore, mention it in the October Gazette. I am sorry
that you have been bothered with so many questions without warning, and hope
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No. 72 GUITING POWER : December, 1982

MR ARTHUR DYER: I have had two most interesting letters from Mr Dyer, who
lives in Coventry. He wrote about the Dyers which, as he rightly says, is a
most interesting site, having been used for dyeing since, I think, mediaeval
times, right until the end of the XVIIth Century. His family, who might well
have been dyers there, are known to have lived in Guiting for some generations.
They lived in what is now Edward Boote's house at the top of Well Lane, one of
the rooms of which was known as the School Room. This takes us back to
earlier than 1872 when our school was built. Mr Dyer's father was the local
photographer, and had an outbuilding which he used as a studio.

This family left Guiting in or about 1914 when Mr Dyer describes the village as
"falling into ruin". He remembers getting water at the bottom of Well Lane - no
doubt others of his age group will also remember this - and the installation of the
ram and of the hydrant on the Lower Green.

COLLEGE OF ART STUDENTS: I hear that more of these have been getting
involved with Guiting, and that some first-year students are making a film with
the school children and becoming in some way concerned with their pantomine!
The second-year students who have been asked to prepare hypothetical plans for
building in the village have been divided into four groups, as though they had
been commissioned by the planning authorities, local inhabitants, the National
Council for Voluntary Organisations (which is much concerned with village problems)
and our Trust. I saw "our" group this week, but found to my horror that they
were planning a scheme whereby Guiting would be doubled in size within 20 years
or so!! This was entirely different from the brief I had given them, namely,
that we should like to think that this might happen within something like 50-100
years, i.e. at most one or two houses a year. So although, of course, they can
invent any scheme they like, I assure you that the Trust a) couldn't and b)
wouldn't contemplate carrying out any such wholesale development. As we see it,
anything which happens in Guiting should be carried out slowly and as demand
requires. I believe that Guiting should indeed grow, but gradually, in such a
way as to bring its population back to about 600 -i.e. to what it was during the
last century. In this way we can be sure of keeping our school going, and our
various services and amenities, and be able to provide houses for young local
people, and in due course provide the means whereby we can add to the existing
ones, small businesses of an appropriate kind.

The Trust carries out its work by spending its rental income - partly house, etc.,
rents and partly agricultural rents - and intends to carry on that way. Such
houses as it builds will be built to let, not for sale at fancy prices, so it must
husband its resources very carefully. This policy seems to have become even
more desirable now that council houses can be sold and these might eventually
come into the open market as holiday houses or the like.

21 YEARS' HARD: At our recent Harvest Supper - our 22nd - I had the great
pleasure of making presentations to Eric Sharratt and George East, both of whom
had completed 21 years of work for our farming company and/or the Trust.

Ernie Saunders completed his stint in 1980, and Arthur Harding his last year,

so our four "oldest inhabitants" have now been recognised as such. They began
work with us during the hard days of struggle to get things straight, and a very
fine job they have done, for which we, and I hope, Guiting, are profoundly
grateful. For Guiting gets its benefit from our farming activities as well as from
our building staff.

These four have been our senior people, but they are being closely followed by
Norman Grisedale who has, if my sums are correct, some 18 years to his credit.

For my part, I must assert that no man ever had two better lieutenants than
Arthur Harding and Eric Sharratt, and although, like the rest of us, they
occasionally make mistakes, they have always done their damndest to produce
good jobs of a vast variety of kinds. What we have achieved on the land and in
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