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THE GUITING GAZETTE

Published by the Guiting Manor Amenity Trust

No.84 GUITING POWER December, 1983

FILM: "THE AERODROME": I have noew heard from Miss Sarah Busby,
who says that this film should be shewn on Tuesday, December
13th, at (she thinks) 9.25p.m. She goes on te say that
"Unfertunately the post-production procedure is not all that it
might be at the BBC and there is no efficient system that takes
responsibility for writing to all the peoeple who were involved in
the production. I therefore express my appreciation in advance
for passing the news on via your newsletter as I do not have the
time to write to everybody individually". She goes on, "I trust
that the year since we were disrupting the daily routine in
Guiting has been a peaceful and successful one. May I also take
this opportunity to express my best wishes to everybody in
Guiting for Christmas and the New Year?."

Clearly we must check up as the time of showing in the Radio
Times. 9:25p.m. does seem a bit too late, but there is nothing
we can do about it. At least it is not during working hours.
Miss Busby, who took a deal of trouble during the production, has
certainly kept her promise to keep us informed.

RENTING OR BUYING HOUSES: To rent a house means that you borrow
it from the landlord - you borrow an actual house just as you
might borrow cash from a bank. Consegquently, you have to pay
interest on the capital involved, whether as cash or as a
building. A bank, nowadays, will charge something like 1l4% per
year interest; a good landlord will be lucky to get about 3%
interest on the value of his house, assuming that he looks after
his share of the maintenence. To take out a mortgage now costs
11.25% a year, though at the end of whatever period - 20 years,
perhaps, or 40 years -~ it will have been paid off and the house
belongs eventually to the mortgagee. Mortgage payments are
relieved from tax.

Those are the bare facts. There is much to be said for buying a
house through a mortgage when prices are rising and there is no
Capital Gains Tax on profits made in selling a house in which the
vendor has lived for a period. But it is expensive - very
expensive compared with renting - and this especially in a
district such as the Cotswoelds where house prices are very high.
For example, we now have our late Nurse's House up for sale for
offers over £32,500. This would mean that the purchaser, having
produced a cash deposit, would have to pay something like £3,375
a year for a mortgage. Most of our houses would be worth at
least that amount on the open market with vacant possession, yet
we should only ask semething of the order of £€1,000 or £€1,200 a
year in rent, which is a very different proposition, even though
the house would remain ours. If we sold off our houses as they
became vacant, the Trust would make an enormeus amount of money,
but the majority of its tenants would not be able to live here
and the character of the village would change completely.

Many people are much in favour of people buying houses, because
they say that only those who own their houses look after them
properly. This may well be true in some places; all I can say is

that we have many tenants who couldn't care for the houses better
if they did own them, and a few who wouldn't care much even if
they did. Then there is the political angle; the Teries feel
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sure that there are more votes to be gained from mortgagees than
from tenants and the Labour people think that they will cellect
more votes from tenants.

Be all that as it may, the private landlord has been or is being
forced out of business - who could live on 3%, taxed as unearned
income? not to mention the worries and responsibilities involved
in the ownership of houses. And that means, in this sort of
district, there are fewer and fewer houses available for rent,
which is bound to hurt people with small incomes and force them
into the towns and cities.

All this means that a house, however valuable with vacant
possession, 1s worth very little indeed with a sitting tenant,
especially if he is fairly young. Which, presumably, is why
landlords such as local Councils or the Church Commissioners,
offer discounts to their tenants who want to buy. This confuses
the issue, since these tenants have usually paid only interest in
the past, and therefore get their houses at a very cheap price as
compared with people who have a mortgage. It is a topsy-turvy
situation, and hardly a week passes without some councillor or
editor complaining bitterly that no houses are available in the
Cotswold villages for the young who can't afford to buy. This -
guite apart- from conserving our charming houses - is a state of
affairs which, wisely or not, we have sought to remedy in our
little area.

VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: We are asked to say that this
Committee 1S organising a long-~-term scheme, beginning in January,
1984. It is running a 100 Club, which operates as follows:

Each month members will be able to buy a number which will then
be entered in a draw. The first three numbers to be drawn will
win cash prizes which will total 50% of the total amount taken
in that particular month. Members will be able to buy either a
50p monthly ticket or a £6.00 annual ticket.

The Committee hopes that this scheme will provide a healthy boost
for the Hall funds, and will be run under the auspices of the
Cotswold District Council.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS: Our farm and building staff will, as usual,
take certain days off due to them, as well as the public
holidays, at this time. Therefore, they will not be on duty
during the week between Christmas and New Year's Day, but will
return to life on Tuesday, January 3rd. But, equally as usual,
emergencies (of which I hope there will be none) will be dealt
with by Eric Sharratt (Tel. 509) or John Robbins (Tel. 393).

ESTATE OFFICE: The estate office wil be open on Monday, December
19th and Tuesday, December 20th, but not on Friday December 23rd.
It will then be closed until Friday, December 30th and will be
open again on Tuesday, January 3rd, Wednesday, January 4th and
Friday, January 6th.

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!

Raymond Cochrane
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS

To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere)

DECEMBER

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12 noon
Youth Club 7.00-9.00p.m.

Tuesday Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m.
Brownies

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12 noon
Badminton Club 7.30p.m.

Thursday Day Centre 12.00 noon
Badminton Club 7.30p.m.

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12 noon
Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m.

Sunday Badminton Club 7.30p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN DECEMBER

Thursday lst Keep Fit

Coffee Morning and Bring &
Buy Sale in aid of MARIE
CURIE FOUNDATION at Laurel
Tree Cottage, Castlett St.

Saturday 3rd

10.30-12 noon

Thursday 8th Keep Fit

Friday 9th School Entertainment
Saturday 10th Family Bingo - Refreshments
available 7.00p.m.
Sunday 11th Football
Wednesday 1l4th Cheery Club entertainment by
the children; christmas tea
party 1.50p.m.
W.I. Our own Entertainment
Competition: Mince Pies 7.40p.m.

Thursday 15th Keep Fit

Monday 19th School Party 1.00~-4.00p.m.

Thursday 22nd Keep Fit
Saturday 24th Football
Thursday 29th Keep Fit



CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER

Sunday December

Christmas Eve

4th Holy Communion
llth Evensong
18th "Carols By Candlelight"

24th Midnight Holy Communion
by Candlelight

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE

Sunday December

-

BAPTIST CHURCH

Every Sunday

December 4th
11th
18th

25th

4th Evening Prayers

18th Holy Communion

Sunday School
(Not December 25th)

Evening Service
Evening Service

Family Carol Service
(No 6.00p.m. Service)

No Services at Guiting; but
one at Naunton.

11.15a.m.
6.00p.m.
6.00p.m.

11.30p.m.

3.00p.m.
9.00a.m.

11.00a.m.

6.00p.m.
6.00p.m.
2.30p.m.

5.30a.m.

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER - Brass Cleaning.

The Parochial Church Council wish to re=establish a rota for

Church Brass cleaning.

All men, women, girls or boys who would

like to help are asked to sign their names on the list in the

Church.
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