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No. 89 GUITING POWER May, 1984

. This year will be remembered as the one when there was no
I:;?rm's ZR-INaGmostly m¥1d and much prolonged winter_followed suddenly by
summer weather. Just like the usual thing in Alpine valleys: where the
sun has to be high in the sky to shine down into them. This lovely weather
has been grand for humans, but the near-drought which has come with it
threatens the corn, especially the spring corn. And of course there is no
knowing what will happen next - we may go back to cold May weather - and
we may not. How unpredictable it all is!

FARMERS' BAD PRESS: We farmers are getting a very bad press these days,
and although I think some deserve it, others don't. But we are all lumped
together as villains. Here in Gloucestershire there has been - so far.as I

know - very little grubbing up of hedges as compared with East Anglia and
some other places. It is of course tempting to arable farmers to enlarge

their fields - and no one who hasn't himself worked arable land should ignore
what it is like to deal with small fields, and especially those of irregular shape.
But for livestock it is another matter, quite apart from wildlife. We here have
always "hedged" (!) our bets. We may have to go b.ack to ley farmiqg in a

big way and allow stock to provide the fertilisers which we now buy in bags.
Our largest field is just over 44 acres and many are damn awkward to cultivate,
being small and odd-shaped. But this may turn out to be worth while in the end.

I must say that I am amused by the furore about the removal of hedges from
the landscape aspect - I much suspect that those who planted them - and many
are not all that old - were cursed because they cut up the downs and wolds
and were thought to look ugly. It all depends on the angle with which a
stretch of country is seen - sometimes it would look much better unfenced,
sometimes the lines of the hedges are attractive in themselves.

MAC JOYNES' PREMISES: As you all know - and seemingly knew within
minutes of the auction! - we have acquired these premises. More accurately,

I have - since the Trust's savings were more than used up with the Horne
purchase - and this will allow greater flexibility if it should happen that we
have eventually to sell after restoration. Our purpose is to restore the house
to a private dwelling, thereby removing the little shop and exposing two nice
stone windows and a good doorway, and thus the XVIth/XVIIth century
character. I suspect that we may well find traces of a timber-frame house
underneath the stone walls, as the site is clearly a mediaeval one with its

long narrow croft behind. We shall eventually - all this will take a deal of
time - try to use what we can of the old buildings behind for dwellings and/or
craft workshops. It was my wife's hope that one day we could turn Post Office
Lane into a charming little close - it is a beautifully sheltered and sunny site
which, when integrated, would give a pleasant feeling of enclosure. We should
thus make the existing houses there much more attractive.

ARCHAEOLOGY: We proceed, slowly, to accumulate various bits of information
about prehistoric settlements in and around Guiting. Dr Alistair Marshall, of
Winchcombe, has found clear evidence of a Neolithic settlement on our land, and
of a Roman farmstead on high ground. This last fills a gap, and we can now
say definitely that Guiting and its surroundings have a history of some 7,000
years of human activity which appears te have been continuous, even if in the
earliest times, seasonal. .

Archaeologists, used, with good reason, to deplore the cultivation of sites.

It is indeed true that the plough can mess them up, and this mostly where any
levelling takes place. But nowadays, they have found that flints, shards and
other artifacts are often discovered after ploughing which would have been
hidden under grass. It is certainly the case that all this Cotswold area was

much more heavily populated than used to be supposed, especially during the
Roman occupation. ‘
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