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BBC l film - "THE AERODROME": Everyone, so far :is I know, 
thought the film a great disappointment, at the least. Part of 
this was due, I think, to the fact that film-makers always shoot 
vastly more film than they use, so that many scenes on which a 
great deal of time and trouble - and expense - was spent were not 
included in the final result. Indeed, for all the fuss and 
gefuff le which went on here, I only recongised two houses -
Greenfield House and Tudor House - and two street scenes in 
Guiting, and most of these were supposed to be at night. As for 
our "extras", I didn't myself recognise anyone, though I believe 
that a few, chiefly children, made a brief appearance. One must 
realise that Guiting and its people were being used for the 
purpose of a film, unlike the time when a film was made about 
Guiting and its people as such. 

That said, however, the production did not, in my view, bring out 
the important parts of the story sufficiently clearly; indeed, I 
much doubt if anyone could have followed it unless he had read 
the book. Nor did the BBC itself help, by treating the whole 
thing purely as the take-over of a village by a revolutionary air 
force with bits of melodrama thrown in to bring in "human 
interest" - and that of a rather distasteful kind. None of this 
was clarified by the actors who, with one or two exceptions such 
as the Air Vice-Marshal (very well played by Richard Johnson) 
seemed to me to have been mis-cast in their various roles. They 
did not help us to "suspend disbelief" which is always the 
purpose of the exercise. 

Even in the over-simplified version put forward, I saw nothing to 
indicate that the village and its inhabitants had any positive 
good to offer. Nothing was made of its beauty or that of the 
countryside; none of its people seemed to do anything but booze 
except for those involved in an unsavoury story. On the other 
hand, while there was much fine photography of aeroplanes, vast 
deserted areas (of what was once the Central Flying School) did 
not produce the intensity required to make one believe in 
revolutionary ardour. 

The book is a difficult one to follow owing to the sequence of 
events described and the order in which they come. The basic 
idea - as I take it - is to show how a greatly talented young 
cleric, with a very strong personalilty, degenerates into a 
megalomaniac dictator - and murderer - partly through his own 
pride and jealousy, partly through an attempt to murder him by 
his best friend, who becomes the rector of the play. And how the 
actions of these two ruin not only their own lives but those of 
their women-folk and their children. This is serious stuff, 
reminiscent of Greek tragedy and hardly ordinary BBCl viewing. 
Moreover, it has lessons for our understanding of what can make 
dictators tick - the highly dangerous personalities which, 
whether of the right or of the left, have a mesmeric influence 
over others whom they dominate or destroy. 

But I much doubt if anyone could possibly read that into what we 
were invited to view, and without this tragic element to bring 
the film together, it seemed to me to dissolve into fair chaos. 



As for the supposedly hopeful ending for the younger generation, 
I did not find any evidence that they had found a useful purpose 
in life, even after the major threat had been courageously 
eliminated. 

Mr Mark Boulton tells me that he has recorded this film on his 
video but he doubts if anyone will want to see it! Let him, o~ 
us, know if you do. 

GREENFIELD HOUSE ACTIVITIES: As most of you will have seen, Mr 
Mark Boulton and his colleagues got a very good write-up in the 
Echo. They are certainly doing a fine job and we are glad indeed 
to have this happening in Guiting from which it goes out into the 
wide world. 

I hope that what was said about about their Education Project was 
accurate, but I fear some references to the Trust and its 
property were not. Firstly, the Nature Reserve still belongs to 
us and is run by the Gloucestershire Trust for Nature 
Conservation. But we are very glad that Greenfield House is 
taking an increasing interest in it, particularly through Miss 
Nicola Penford, the ecologist who is working in and around it. 

The little building which has been converted into a print room 
wasn't "derelict" nor was it a "lime-kiln room". It was in fact 
a six-holer - if any of you know what that means! 

But much more important was the total mis-statement that the 
village is run by the Trust. It isn't, it never was, and never 
will be. Still less does the Trust want to run it, even if it 
could. The Trust's job - which seems to be hard for outsiders to 
understand - is to provide the environment in which the village 
can run itself. It does sponsor two organisations - the 
Playgroup and the Day Centre - which therefore don't have to call 
on the village for ordinary funds. But otherwise it has more 
than enough to do to provide properly-conserved houses, open 
spaces and other amenities such as a playing field, (the means to 
do this come partly from house rents and partly from farm rents) 
- and all of this in an exceptionally lovely countryside which it 
cares for. It is up to the village and its inhabitants to make 
what they can and will of these opportunities. 

"WELL WOMAN CLINIC": If any of you are interested in a visit of 
the "Well Woman Clinic" (whatever that may be!) to the village, 
will you please give your name to Mrs D. Watson at the Bakery by 
January lOth next? 

A VERY GOOD NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL! 

Raymond Cochrane 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall {unless stated elsewhere) 

JANUARY 

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Next term starts Jan. 12th 

Tuesday Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m. 
Brownies 

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

Thursday Day Centre 12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m. 

Sunday Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JANUARY 

Wednesday 4th PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
{Committee Room) 

Saturday 7th Football 

Wednesday llth w. I. Meeting "Desert Island 
Discs" Comp: Depict a Song 
Title 7.30p.m. 

Wednesday 18th Cheery Club 2.30p.m. 

Saturday 28th Football 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday January lst 

8th 

15th 

22nd 

29th 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday January lst 

15th 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday 

I 

/ 

( 
I 

Holy Communion 

Evensong 

Matins 

Evensong 

Holy Communion 

Evening Prayers 

Holy Communion 

Sunday School 

Evening Service 

ll.15a.m. 

6.00p.m. 

ll.15a . rn. 

6.00p.rn. 

ll.15a . m. 

3.00p.m. 

9.00a.rn. 

11.00a.rn. 

6.00p.m. 
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DO PLANNING AUTHORITIES CARE ABOUT THEIR CONSERVATION AREAS? I 
begin seriously to doubt if they do. The centre of Oxford has 
now been desecrated by hideous "shopping centres", and London has 
narrowly missed having an eviscerated factory-like structure as 
an extension to the National Gallery. So perhaps it is small 
wonder that our local planners have completely ignored the 
protests sent to them, quite independently, by our Parish Council 
and the Trust, against a design submitted for a house in Hollow 
Bottom, and in our little Conservation Area. 

A small plot of land was recently sold, adjoining our Yew Tree 
Cottage, together with plans for a house there. The plans were 
hardly imaginative, but were quite acceptable because 
unobtrusive, and of a scale suitable to this little area. No 
one, so far as I know, took exception to them. 

However, these plans did not suit the purchaser of the plot, who 
submitted drawings for a mock-Tudor house, larger not only in 
size but in scale. Such a house would dominate this charming 
little group of pub and houses, most of it early XIXth century 
(despite the name "Ye Olde Inn"), simple, plain and typical of 
Guiting. I wrote at once to protest on behalf of the Trust and 
then found that the Parish Council had sent in similar 
objections. In spite of this, planning permission has been 
granted against which there is no appeal. 

I have been told by several people that our local planners have 
been reluctant to refuse planning permissions since Michael 
Heseltine sent out his Cin)famous Circular which, in effect, 
recommends a free-for-all. They found that when they did so, 
they lost on appeal. So they seem to have given up an unequal 
struggle, even in Conservation Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. This is more than disheartening to those of us who have 
done everything we could to conserve the character of houses and 
groupings in Guiting and elsewhere. Have we been utter fools 
even to try to do so? Is the unspoilt to be spoilt everywhere 
where new building is possible? 

It is of little use to conserve the character of some houses if 
others are allowed to be built beside them which are not, 
architecturally speaking, "good neighbours" to them. This means 
scale and proportion even more than style - all sorts of little 
matters about which few seem to bother nowadays and about which 
very few are knowledgable or sensitive. One house of poor design 
and unsuitable materials can utterly ruin a neighbourhood and 
waste the efforts of new owners. 

There is no Tudor building in Hollow Bottom, so no reason for 
trying to copy Tudor work in this area. <There is only one 
cottage which is, I think, of XVIIIth century origin). But even 
if there is any reason for trying to build in the Tudor style 
today, it should be done by those who really understand its 
characteristics. The proposed house has a roof of 45° pitch, 
which makes a nonsense of the would-be Tudor detailing below. A 
steep roof pitch was not only a major feature of Tudor building; 



it was necessary, given the techniques of the day, to keep the 
weather out. We have, of course, many "square pitch" roofs in 
Guiting - not very beautiful, I must say - but these are all on 
houses of the Regency period or thereabouts, which are very 
"plain Jane" but pleasing in their simplicity. 

There are, I believe, two rules for the building of new among old 
houses. The first is that of the "good neighbour" put forward 
many years ago by Clough Williams-Ellis. There should be a 
similarity in scale if not in size. A new house should not, 
surely, assert itself against its neighbours any more than should 
a newcomer to the area. The second rule is similar - if you 
can't build something really distinguished (and few can afford to 
do so these days) then build something unobtrusive. Allow the 
past some respect, if only because its standards were so much 
higher than those of today. 

When restoring nearly half of the houses in Guiting some 20 years 
ago, we tried always to follow these precepts and to retain the 
character, however simple, of our houses. In only one case did 
we alter this, and that because the quite undistinguished houses 
at the top of the Lower Green were out of scale with their 
neighbours. So with the help of Mr Donald Macmorran, RA, we 
reduced the scale of the remaining house, and gained a Civic 
Trust Award for doing so. The whole Square has gained thereby. 
Similarly, the top storey of Greenfield House, with its 
inappropriate roofing in relation to its design, was removed, to 
reduce its scale and dominance. 

I have every sympathy with those who build new houses today. It 
is extremely difficult to produce good designs for the small 
houses, given all the building regulations. Few architects are 
much interested in domestic building and many of these do not 
seem to have studied the problems, or indeed understood them at 
all. So one can hardly blame laymen to whom any sort of 
architecture is a foreign language. For these reasons much 
responsibility must lie with the authorities concerned, from the 
DOE downwards. And if they do not accept any responsibility, how 
on earth are we going to keep any area, Conservation or not, free 
from despoiling by poor design and unsuitable materials? 

COLLECTION OF BULK REFUSE: There will be a collection of bulk 
refuse during the-week-beginning Monday, February 20th. Anyone 
wishing to dispose of large items should telephone the Technical 
Services Department of the Cotswold District Council at Moreton­
in-Marsh (Telephone number 50881) and ask them to arrange to 
call. 

YOUTH CLUB: We have been sent an urgent plea for more adult 
helper~ of whom there are now only five, to keep the Club going. 
It is quite heal thy as to membership and finances, but the 
Chairman says that it would be said it it had to close down 
through lack of interest in it among older people. The help 
needed is only two hours each week. Will those interested please 
apply to P.C. Melton at the Police Station? 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (Unless stated e~sewhere) 

FEBRUARY 

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Youth Club 7.00-9.00p.m. 

Tuesday Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m. 
Brownies 

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

Thursday Day Centre 12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m. 

Sunday Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY 

Wednesday 8th w. I. Meeting "CRIME PREVENTION" -
The Police. Competition: A Police 
Limerick. 7.30p.m. 

Saturday llth Football 

Wednesday 15th Cheery Club - AGM & Bulb Show 2.30p.m. 

Saturday 18th Football 

Monday 20th Cricket Club AGM - Committee 7.30p.m. 
Room. 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday February Sth Holy Communion 

12th Evensong 

19th Matins 

26th Evensong 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday February 19th Holy Communion 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday Sunday School 

Evening Service 

11. lSa.m. 

6.00p.m. 

11.lSa.m. 

6.00p.m. 

9.00a.m. 

11.00a.m. 

6.00p.m. 
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HORRIFIC ACCIDENTS: They nappen all the time, of course. So 
often that when we read of one in almost every newspaper we are 
apt to take them for granted as part of the inevitable price paid 
for modern fast transport. It is different when they happen to 
people we know, who belong too r community. It is t.hen t.nat. the 
awfulness cannot be ignored, and the implications for a _ t.hose 
concerned cannot be overlooked. 

A hard frost. and for all I know, also fog, on the night of 
February 12th - and a new 125cc motor bicycle - result in a 
crash. One of the two youngsters involved is not expected to be 
able to walk again: the other will recover, but is incapacitated 
with two broken wrists and one broken ankle. It may well be that 
those who recover from relatively minor injuries learn a lesson 
they never forget about the dangers of motor-bicycles and icy 
roads. But to learn the same lesson by being disabled for life 
is quite another story - a very, very grim lesson indeed. Grim, 
too, for the family. They have everyone's sympathy. 

ROAD SIGN VANDALISM: Exactly one week after that ghastly 
accident, no less than 6 road signs were destroyed or removed 
from what we know as the Roel cross-roads and nearby. Of these, 
two are concerned with road safety, but luckily their absence for 
3 days did not, so far as I am aware, cause any accident. Some 
people seem not to care whether their actions caused one or not. 
Does anyone know who were the culprits? 

GOLDEN WEDDING: Mr and Mrs Weatherley have recently had their 
golden wedding and are, I hear, the proud recipients of a letter 
from the Queen Mother. I didn't know that she wrote such 
letters, but presumably she does if her secretary is advised of 
the occasion. Is any other couple coming up for this event? 
People didn't usually marry young 50 years ago, nor did they live 
as long, so I presume that golden weddings will become more and 
more usual as time goes on - except for the fact of increasing 
divorce. 

MILLIONS AND BILLIONS: We are getting used to figures of 
millions being bandied about these days - and even of billions. 
Thanks to inflation, such figures become more and more common. 
What was only (roughly} £160,000 20 years ago would be £1,000,000 
today after allowing for inflation: similarily, £250,000 10 years 
ago. So it is small wonder that the figures in governments 
budgets have become astronomical. Nowadays, it seems that 
everyone uses the American meaning for a billion - that is, 1,000 
millions. 

It is well to remember and try to imagine what a million is in 
terms of our comprehension. The way I do it is to reflect that 
only some 725,000 days - days, not weeks - have elapsed since the 
birth of Christ. A day isn't that long, is it? Makes one think. 

DUMPING OF RUBBISH: Will people please stop dumping rubbish, or 
as it maY-well be, allowing their children to dump rubbish, on 
any of our land? After a complaint that it was near-impossible 
to turn a car at the top of Piccadilly - which was justified -
our chaps had to stop doing their proper work and clear rubbish 



there. And also up the track o~: Tally-ho Lane which runs along 
the Old Vicarage boundary. The Council makes special collections 
of sizeable rubbish every so o:ten, which should deal with such 
stuff, but if anyone is in trouble over spoil or other stuff, and 
bothers to ask for our help, we shall do our best to provide it. 
But it isn't good enough j st to dump anyho~ anywhere - you 
wouldn't like it if we dumped ours in your gardens. 

DATING OF GUITING HOUSES: We have just rec:eived a batch of new 
re nt registrations from the Rent Officer. In spite of my efforts 
to gi ve some reasonably correct information as to the dating of 
ouses, quite crazy figures have been attached to anyhow 6 of the 

7 h ~ uses concerned, and I would ask their tenants to ignore these 
d ates. No one expects rent officers to be architectura l 

i storians, but dates which only indicate ignorance should be 
vo · e . 

That said, it must be admitted that without written e v ence 
(which usually doesn't exist) it is very hard indeed -o put a 
dat e on the houses in any old market square or High S:.reet in the 
cou~try. Here, in Guiting, we do know that the Square originated 

hen the village got its market in 1330. (The Saxon village had 
lain around the church and earlier settlements were elsewhere on 
the estate, going back to the Late Stone Age at least, to our 
knowledge). Now we have always to remind ourselves that even in 
stone country such as ours, only major buildings such as 
churches, castles, tithe barns, monasteries and a few important 
manor houses were built in stone until the period now known as 
the Great Rebuilding - roughly from 1575 to 1625. The better 
houses were timber-framed and the little ones were watt~e-and­
daub with some timber supports. 

So we have to imagine Guiting in the XIVth century consisting of 
a stone church - it dates back to Saxon times - a timber-framed 
manor house, maybe a barn or two of stone, and a cluster of at 
best timber-framed houses round the Square. These latter would 
be rebuilt from time to time, especially if the timbers were not 
all that good, or if, as happened often enough, they had been 
destroyed by fire. They might well have had stone plinths, like 
the Old Manor, and it may also be that the barrel-vaulted stone 
cellar below the large sitting room at the Civic Trust House 
dates from mediaeval times. 

Then, at the end of the XVIth century, stone became the fashion 
and traders could afford to give their houses a face-lift, or 
rebuild them. I believe that the Old Manor was, so to speak, 
clad with stone - it is essentially a timber-framed house as the 
partitions of studding and so on indicate - at the end of that 
century. This process would have been gradual, stone replacing 
timber. I reckon that we have about 12 houses dating from - or 
before - the Great Rebuilding in the village, and another couple 
or so which may do. There are others of which some walls may 
well go as far back as this. One of the best indications is the 
pitch of the roof - this should be at least 50° and often more if 
from this date. 

Things must have ticked over during the rest of the XVIIth 
century and the XVIIIth, with a few houses built or restored; 
then there was the great rush to build or rebuild at the 
beginning of the XIXth century which transformed the village -
and quite a few other villages as well, such as Blackley - owing 
to greater prosperity. A further complication was the habit of 



picking up unconsidered trifles of stonework and incorporating 
them into a new or existi ng house. We have a piece of what I 
swear is Saxon work whi ch probably came from the church, and 
which I am told was for long used to ventilate the malt kilns of 
the Old Greyhound pub! And did the early Tudor window in Mr 
Joynes' house originate there or elsewhre? What about the large 
block of beautifully-dressed stone in Corner Cottage and Mrs 
Boote's house? Things are not what they seem, and the whole 
game is something of a detective story to unravel. 

Raymond Cochrane 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

MARCH 

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Youth Club 7.00-9.00p.m. 

Tuesday Bad.Ininton N.C.B.C. 7. 30p .m. • 
Brownies 

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

Thursday Day Centre 12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 7.30p.m. 

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.m. 

Sunday Bad.Ininton Club 7.30p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MARCH 

Wednesday 7th Cheery Club 

Wednesday 7th PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Wedne sday 14th W. I. Meeting "Farming with 
Wildlife" - Mr John Hughes. 
Competition - Countryside 
Photograph 

Saturday 17th Cricket Club - Jumble Sale 
Cake stall, raffle, Tea & 
Biscuits 

Wednesday 2lst Cheery Club 

2.30p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

2.30-4.00p.m. 

2. 30p .m. 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday March 4th 
llth 
14th 
18th 
25th 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday March 18th 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Holy Communion 
Evensong 
Lenten Service 
Matins 
Evensong 

Holy Communion 

Every Sunday Sunday School 

Evening Service 

ll.15a .rn. 
6.00p.rn. 
7.30p.rn. 

ll.15a.rn. 
6.00p.rn. 

9.00a.rn. 

11.00a.rn. 

6.00p.rn. 

Except Sunday March 25th when there is no service, a joint 
service for the North Cotswold Baptist fellowship will be held at 
Naunton Baptist Church at 6.00p.m. 
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AN EVEN WORSE ACCIDENT: Everyone in Guiting and very many others 
have been stunned and utterly distressed to hear that Shaaron 
Dyer was killed in a road accident on Sunday, March 18th. It 
seems that she and her husband were driving from Bourton towards 
Rissington when "she shouted out because a fox ran out in front 
of them. She had always been fond of animals and didn't like to 
see anything b~rt. Michael swerved as an immediate reaction and 
just lost con .~ol", so his father told the Evesham Journal. Just 
the sort of thing which can happen to any driver and which most 
of us have narrowly escaped many times. It is too tragic for 
words. The youngsters had only been married in November and had 
settled down in their own house here. 

We all feel the deepest sympathy with Michael, Shaaron's parents 
Edward and Janet Boote, her brother and sister, her grandparents, 
Mrs Boote and Mrs Large, and all their friends and relations 
which means pretty well everyone in Guiting who will so greatly 
miss Shaaron. 

Shaaron was born and bred in Guiting, as were her parents, and 
after taking a two-year course in confectionery and baking was 
doing a good job at Cavendish House. She was only 21 - only 2L. 
What a ghastly universe we live in! 

MARK ADAMS FUND: I have been told - too late for inclusion in 
last month1 s-GaZette - that the Youth Club Committee has opened a 
Fund to raise and collect money to be given to Mark and his 
family or to provide some equipment for his use when he comes out 
of hospital. 

A car wash at Miles' garage was held on March lOth which raised 
£50. 

A Tea and Sale will be held at the School on Tuesday, April lOth 
at 2 p.m., partly in aid of the School and Camp Funds and at 
which a percentage will go to the Mark Adams Fund. 

It is proposed to hold a Coffee Morning at the Guiting Stud on 
Saturday, May 19th - (provisional date) - in aid of the Fund. 

We shall of course publish notices of further events as arranged. 

YET ANOTHER ACCIDENT: We hear that Dennis Bloor has had an arm 
badly damaged at work. I gather that he is not likely to lose 
it, but that it needs much surgery and will presumably keep him 
off work for some time. One hopes that the damage will not 
permanently affect it. This is truly an accursed year ... 

NAUNTON CONCERTS: A series of four concerts will be held during 
the next 6 months in St Andrew's Church, Naunton. Full 
particulars can be obtained from Mrs Edward Phillips, Wayside, 
Naunton. 

THE OLD STORES: Eric Sharratt and I have been delighted to hear 
so many favourable comments about our efforts to redeem the 
shocking mess which was made of windows and doors in these 
premises, none of which appear to have upset the planners. In 
fact, they asked that the original first floor window pattern 



should be carried out in the ground floor windows, but their 
wishes were ignored, and they did not - as far as I know - take 
any steps to implement them. When we have done all we can on the 
other elevation, we hope that both houses will be acceptable. We 
have had to have all the new windows specially made to fit 
existing openings - a costly business these days - while Eric is 
making the doors himself. We shall paint the new-old front door 
green like its predecessor. 

THE 1984 BUDGET: Something of a curate's egg, I think, with good 
parts and bad. It was good to raise the threshold above which 
people pay tax. It was good to abolish the National Insurance 
surcharge, although surely at 1% it could make little difference 
to employment except in large organisations. The reduction in 
capital allowances (coupled with a welcome reduction in 
Corporation Tax) should help in this respect - it may well be 
that businesses have been fiscally encouraged to replace labour 
by more and more labour-saving machines rather than to increase 
labour productivity. 

What is a severe blow to the Trust is that, instead of abolishing 
VAT on repair and maintenance work which was what we all hoped 
would happen, it has been added to all improvements and 
alterations, while all completely new work remains VAT free. 
Surely this is bad for the building industry as well as for all 
the houses and buildings in the country except the brand new? 
And since the brand new is, more often than not, pretty ugly, it 
is a severe blow to the conservation of older, and usually far 
more pleasing, buildings. It would have been far better, as an 
architect friend of mine suggested, to have imposed 8% VAT on all 
building work, old or new, which would also reduce the activities 
of the cowboys and help the legitimate building trade. The 
alteration will, at least, help all of us with book-work; it has 
been a major headache to separate out maintenance work from 
improvements since we usually do a bit of both together. 

The abolition of the investment surcharge is a good thing because 
it is surely nonsense to expect investment in industry and then 
impose this bad tax. But I do think that with this abolition, 
which will benefit the rich (or relatively rich) it might have 
been fairer to all to steepen the rate of tax on higher incomes. 
Not, of course, to the pre-1979 rates which were confiscatory, 
but to a lesser extent. No doubt the government will say that 
the lower tax will increase incentives; I much doubt it. I 
suspect that it will only increase expenditure on luxuries which, 
at most income levels, is one of the curses of this age. 
Luxuries quickly become regarded as necessities, and necessities 
soon become those things which we are taught to regard as 
'rights' - to be paid for by other tax-payers. 

MRS MUSTOE: Mrs Mustoe will be leaving Guiting this month to go 
to live with her daughter in Cheltenham. This is a very good 
thing for both of them, especially with Mrs Mustoe's arthritis 
and the tragedies which her daughter has recently suffered. But 
we shall miss her - I shall do especially - and I know that she 
leaves the village with regret. She has been very happy here and 
much liked. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday April lst 

Wednesday 4th 

Mothering Sunday 
The Service will be 
attended by children 
from the school. 

Compline 

Sunday 8th / Evensong 

Sunday lSth 

Friday 20th 

Sunday 22nd 

Sunday 29th 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday lst 

Sunday 22nd 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday 

Palm Sunday, Morning 
Prayer 

Good Friday, Morning 
Prayer 

Easter Sunday, Parish 
Communion 

Evensong 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Sunday School 
Evening Service 

11.lSa.m. 

7.30p.m. 

6.00p.m. 

11.lSa.m. 

10.00a.m. 

ll.30a.m. 

6.00p.m. 

9.00a.m. 

9.00a.m. 

11.00a.m. 
6.00p.m. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

APRIL 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 4th 

Tuesday lOth 

Wednesday llth 

Wednesday 18th 

Wednesday 25th 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Badminton N.C.B.C. 
Brownies 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Day Centre 
Badminton Club 

Pre - School Playgroup 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 

Badminton Club 

9.30-12 noon 
7.00-9.00p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

9.30-12 noon 
7.30p.m. 

12.00 noon 
7.30p.m. 

9.30-12 noon 
7.30p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

Term ends for Playgroup April 13th. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN APRIL 

Cheery Club 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Tea & Sale at the School 
In aid of School & Camp Funds 
and a percentage will be 
donated to the Mark Adams Fund. 

W. I. Meeting "Cheese Tasting" 
Mr Webb. Competition: A 
Preserve 

Cheery Club - Coffee Evening 
Bring & Buy 

Horticultural Society 
Trees & Shrubs for the modern 
garden. R Sidwell 

2.30p.m. 
7.30p.m. 

2.00p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

7-8.30p.m. 

7.30p.m. 



No. 89 GUITING POWER May, 1984 

NO SPRING: This year will be remembered a_s the one when there was no 
sprmg - a mostly mild and much prolon~ed ~mter. followed suddenly by 
summer weather. Just like the usual thmg m Alpme valleys, where the 
sun has to be high in the sky to shine down into theT?. This lovely. we~ther 
has been grand for humans, but the near-drought which has come wit~ it 
threatens the corn, especially the spring corn. And of course there is no 
knowing what will happen next - we may go back to cold May weather - and 
we may not. How unpredictable it all is! 

FARMERS' BAD PRESS: We farmers are getting a very bad press these days, 
and although I thmk some deserve it, others don't. But we are all lumped 
together as villains. Here · in Gloucestershire there has ~een - so far. as I 
know - very little grubbing up of hedges as compared with East Angha and 
some other places. It is of course tempting to arable farmers to enlarge 
their fields - and no one who hasn't himself worked arable land should ignore 
what it is like to deal with small fields, and especially those of irregular shape. 
But for livestock it is another matter, quite apart from wildlife. We here have 
always ''hedged" ( ! ) our bets. We may have to go back to ley farming in a 
big way and allow stock to provide the fertilisers which we now buy in bags. 
Our largest field is just over 44 acres and many are damn awkward to cultivate, 
being small and odd-shaped. But this may turn out to be worth while in the end. 

I must say that I am amused by the furore about the removal of hedges from 
the landscape aspect - I much suspect that those who planted them - and many 
are not all that old - were cursed because they cut up the downs and wolds 
and were thought to look ugly. It all depends on the angle with which a -
stretch of country is seen - sometimes it would look much better unfenced, 
sometimes the lines of the hedges are attractive in themselves. 

MAC JOYNES 1 PREMISES: As you all know - and seemingly knew within 
mmutes of the auction! - we have acquired these premises. More accurately, 
I have - since the Trust's savings were more than used up with the Horne 
purchase - and this will allow greater flexibility if it should happen that we 
have eventually to sell after restoration. Our purpose is to restore the house 
to a private dwelling, thereby removing the little shop and exposing two nice 
stone windows and a good doorway, and thus the XVIth /XVIIth century 
character. I suspect that we may well find traces of a timber-frame house 
underneath the stone walls, as the site is clearly a mediaeval one with its 
long narrow croft behind. We shall eventually - all this will take a deal of 
time - try to use what we can of the old buildings behind for dwellings and/or 
craft workshops. It was my wife's hope that one day we could turn Post Office 
Lane into a charming little close - it is a beautifully sheltered and sunny site 
which, when integrated, would give a pleasant feeling of enclosure. We should 
thus make the existing houses there much more attractive. 

ARCHAEOLOGY: We proceed, slowly, to accumulate various bits of information 
about prehistoric settlements in and around Guiting. Dr Alistair Marshall, of 
Winchcombe , has found clear evidence of a Neolithic settlement on our land, and 
of a Roman farmstead on high ground. This last fills a gap , and we can now 
say definitely that Guiting and its surroundings have a history of some 7, OOO 
years of human activity which appears to have been continuous, even if in the 
earliest times, seasonal .. 

Archaeologists, used, with good reason, to deplore the cultivation of sites. 
It is indeed true that the plough can mess them up, and this mostly where any 
levelling takes place. But nowadays, they have found that flints, shards and 
other artifacts are often discovered after ploughing which would have been 
hidden under grass. It is certainly the case that all this Cotswold area was 
much more heavily populated than used to be supposed, especially during the 
Roman occupation. 



APPLICATIONS FOR HOUSES: May I, once again, ask that all such should be 
sent to the Estate Office and not to me personally? (I am not an estate agent 
nor the employee of one; and if I were, I should not be available out of office 
hours) . All applications which are valid are seen by at least one Trustee, and 
it is counter-productive to importune any of us. 

As you surely know, our waiting list, barring exceptional circumstances 
connected with the village, is only open to people from Guiting and its 
surrounding parishes. But assuming that an applicant is thus qualified, it 
does not follow that we shall be able to let them have a house - no right 
whatsoever is implied. We have to choose, given the availability of any suitable 
house, between applicants, and this can be easy, or very difficult indeed. 
The degree of need is clearly important; we do get applications from people 
who could afford to buy . Then there is the problems as to whether an 
applicant, or his or her spouse, is likely to fit in with the village. We have 
made some choices in the past which have turned out to have been sadly mis­
taken in one way or another, and we are most anxious not to make further 
mistakes. 

We have temporarily let the house which used to be Horne's shop (now that 
we have made it acceptable outside and in) to Mr and Mrs Green who are 
building a house off the Winchcombe Road. This was only fair and proper, 
since they have been most co-operative with regard to altering the design to 
which so many of us took exception - and which, incidentally, they didn't 
themselves want! This· means a delay for them so it is right that we should 
provide some accommodation meanwhile. The new designs will fit in with Hollow 
Bottom , so that - with no thanks to the planners .:.. something quite unsuitable 
will have been averted. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday May 6th Holy Communion 11.15a.m. 

Sunday May 13th Evensong 6.00p.m. 

Sunday May 2oth Morning Prayer 11.15a.m. 

Sunday May 27th Evensong 6.00p .m. 

Thursday May 31st ASCENSION DAY 
Holy Communion 7.30p.m. 
followed by organ recital 
by Sqdn. Ldr. Brian Russell 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday May 2oth Holy Communion 9. OOa.m. 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday May 2oth Visit by the E. C .0. Choir at 6. OOp .m. 

OTHER SERVICES AS USUAL 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

MAY 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Badminton N .C .B .C. 
Brownies 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Day Centre 
Badminton Club 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton N .C .B .C. 

Badminton Club 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MAY 

Wednesday 2nd Cheery Club 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Sunday 6th Cricket - St Stephens 2nd XI 

Wednesday 9th W. I. Meeting. Demonstration 
Beauty Care & Treatments -
Yves Rocher 

Sunday 13th Cricket - Mickleton 

Wednesday 16th Cheery Club - Tea followed by 
drive round with Naunton visitors. 

Saturday 19th Coffee Morning - Guiting Stud* 

Sunday 20th Cricket - Slaughter C. C. 

Sunday 27th 

Wednesday 30th 

Wednesday 30th 

Cricket - Bennington Hall 

Cheery Club - Keep Fit (Mrs Hanks) 

Horticultural Society. Britain in 
Bloom, Planting schemes & Colour. 
R. Stockwell. 

9.30-12.00 
7.00-9.00p.m. 

7. 30p .m. 

9.30-12.00 
7. 30p .m. 

12.00 noon 
7.30p.m. 

9.30-12.00 
7.30p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

2. 30p .m. 
7. 30p .m. 

Away 

7. 30p .m. 

Away 

4.00p.m. 

10.30-12.00 

Away 

Home 

2.30p.m. 

7 .30p .m. 

*lst Guiting Power Brownies are having a Coffee Morning on 19th May at 
Guiting Stud from 10.30-12p.m. 
This is in aid of Mark Adams Fund. 
Stalls will include 'Bring & Buy', Cakes, and Gifts of all kinds . 
Your support will be much appreciated. 

Brown Owl (Mrs Hogan). 
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RAIN AT LAST: Mercifully, we have had the needed rain to save 
crops-and-Plants and trees from real damage, we hope. Indeed, 
though I haven't yet heard the actual figures, I fancy that we 
have caught up with most if not all the deficit of this year. If 
the present weather continues much longer we shall run into the 
other risk of too rapid and therefore sappy growth leading to 
susceptibility to fungus troubles. I am reminded of the Welsh 
preacher who had led his congregation to pray for rain, after 
which a downpour occurred. He then implored the Almighty to 
"have some common sense!". 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL: "A "TIDY TEN DAYS" will be held ----from June lst to June lOth when everybody is asked to help to 
tidy up the village - including collections of litter, etc. 

This will be followed by the BLEDISLOE CUP COMPLETITION for the 
best kept village which was voted for at the Annual Parish 
Meeting. You are urged to continue to make Guiting Power a tidy 
village". 

On this message I have two comments to make. Firstly, Guiting 
should be kept tidy always, not just for or during the Bledisloe 
Cup competition; and this competition would be much more 
effective if the judging were done without warning, at any time 
during the summer months. We have, of course protested against 
the procedure together with the Parish Council, but the 
organisers won't change their tactics. 

Secondly, I regret to have to say that a few of our own tenant's 
ga rdens are no credit at all to them or to the village. This is 
most unfair to everyone and is in disregard of their tenancy 
agreements with us. In some cases, admittedly, those concerned 
are not able to look after their gardens on account of age or 
infirmity. (If these cannot arrange something with a neighbour, 
will they please ask us to do so?). In others, there seems to be 
no concern at all, and indeed some risk to their neighbours' 
gardens which is most unfair. 

THE OLDEST HOUSE IN GUITING: This turns out to be, without any 
doubtsofar--a51 can-see~hat which I have just bought from Mr 
Mac Joynes. I am ashamed to say that I never realised that the 
stone doorway masked by the shop isn't a Tudor one at all, but is 
definitely mediaeval and probably 14th Century. It is what is 
called a two-centred arch, or a pointed arch; Tudor arches are 
normally four-centred and thus, so to speak, square shouldered. 
It is a lovely bold specimen, with a wide splay, and I long to 
see it without the shop wall butti ng onto it, and free from its 
paint. . 

This is most surprising and important because it indicates that 
we have here a building of which at least the ground floor was 
built in stone long before small buildings were thus built even 
in a stone area. It suggests a religious origin of some kind 
since it isn't part of a grand house. Possibly a priest's house 
... or possibly a house connected with the Knights of St. 

John, known as the Hospitallers. When the order of the Knight's 
Templar was suppressed, in 1312, their properties were 

/ 



transferred to the Hospitallers. Now the Templars were active in 
Temple Guiting where they had a preceptory - a small community -
and they were also concerned with Guiting at the end of the 13th 
century. It is quite possible that it was one of the 
Hospitallers who, on behalf of his order, obtained the market and 
fair licence in 1330, from which they would be able to collect 
dues. And there would have had to be someone of theirs about to 
conduct this business - possibly from this very house. 

However all that may be - and we must hope that it will in due 
course be discovered - we now have a house (plus its obviously 
equally mediaeval 'croft' - a strip of land some 450 ft. long, 
like that next door belonging to Edward Boote) which goes back 
further than the Old Manor. 

However, like all Guiting and other houses of the period, 
adaptations were made as time went on. Originally, and indeed 
until the end of the 16th century, there were few if any 
fireplaces. The Normans had built flues inside their castle 
walls, and long before them, the sophisticated Romans had a form 
of central heating in their better houses - hot air ducts, called 
hypocausts, under their floors. But the Saxons and their 
successors, even in big houses, continued usually to have hearths 
in the middle of their hall floors, with louvres in the roof 
above - as can be seen today at the Manor House in Temple 
Guiting. By the end of the 16th century, however, the Tudor 
builders constructed fireplaces such as we have them today, 
although much larger, with fine chimneys in stone. The 
Stratfords were so proud of their chimneys in their various 
manor houses, that the Stratford tomb at Farmcote has little 
stone chimneys above its canopy! 

So this house in the square has a huge chimney breast bang in the 
middle of it - it is about 8 ft. wide (which is not unusual -
that in Mrs Boote's house is about the same size) but also 8 ft. 
deep, which is unusual. I expect we shall find that it is late 
Tudor work, though we have not yet investigated it. I guess also 
that the beams and joists and some at least of the flooring date 
from this period, as may some partitions. One does not get 
softwood until the 18th century, whereas most oak (and elm) dates 
from the 17th or earlier centuries. <Exceptions are beams and 
fireplace lintels). 

· I suspect that this house has had at least three roofs during its 
600 odd years and that the original one may well have been 
thatch. The present one dates, together with the shop, the 
adjacent door and late window, from the last century; there are 
indications of a steeper-pitched roof which was probably 
Elizabethan or Jacobean. it will be interesting to see what 
evidence we can dig out and to what extent my speculations are 
correct. But at least we can say that the building history of 
Guiting houses will be reflected in this one, in much the same 
way as the history of Guiting since Saxon times is reflected in 
the church. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

JUNE 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 6th 

Wednesday 13th 

Saturday 16th 

Wednesday 20th 

Saturday 23rd 

Wednesday 27th 

Saturday 30th 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Badminton N.C.B.C. 
Brownies 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Day Centre 
Badminton Club 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Badminton Club 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JUNE 

Cricket - Great Rissington 

W.I. Meeting "Diet & Exercise -
The Fun Way" Mrs Diane Dent. 
Competition: The First Rose of 
Summer 

Cricket - Asians 

Playgroup Coffee Morning 

Cheery Club Outing 
- Depart from Square. 

Cricket - Notgrove 

Cricket - Chipping Norton 

Cheery Club - Garden Meeting 

9. 30-12 noon 
7.00-9p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

9.30-12 noon 
7.30p.m. 

12.00 noon 
7.30p.m. 

9.30-12 noon 
7.30p.m. 

7.30p.m. 

Home 

7.30p.m. 

Home 

9-lp.m. 

11. OOa.m. 

Away 

Away 

at Mrs Bingley's. Meet in Square. 3.15p.m. 

Cricket - Greyhound Cavaliers Home 

Cricket - Single Wicket Home 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday June 3rd Holy Communion 

Sunday June lOth Evensong 

Sunday June 17th Matins 

Sunday June 24th Evensong 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday June 3rd Evensong 

Sunday June 17th Holy Communion 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday Sunday School 

Evening Service 
·' 

ll.15a.m. 

6.00p.m. 

ll.15a.m. 

6.00p.m. 

3p.m. 

9.a.m. 

11.00a.m. 

6.00p.m. 
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WEATHER, CROPS AND OTHER ORGANISMS: We have just had a welcome 
couple of hours of steady, gentle rain, and hope for some more 
drizzle. But not - repeat, not - any heavy rain or strong wind. 
Cereal crops are at their most vulnerable now, in ear, with the 
grain moist and therefore heavy, and at least the barleys are at 
risk from lodging. Never have I seen our corn looking so well, 
but harvest is still not upon us and things can go badly wrong. 

We have been very lucky of recent years with harvest weather -
none has been anything like so bad as that of 1959 - but we are 
taking no chances. Much of last year's profit went on a fairly 
large mobile dryer, our existing equipment being no longer 
anything like adequate to cope with our wheat tonnage if we have 
a wet season. I hope this won't be needed much but it is 
important as an insurance. 

Comparing this year's weather with that of last year - a very dry 
spring with a very wet one - I am struck by the need of all 
plants - and animals and humans - to go through a period of 
early stress in order that they may be able to cope with the 
further stresses of their respective lives. If things are too 
easy for us, we all get lazy and soft. In a wet growing season -
I mean, too wet - plants don't bother to extend their root 
systems; and if, as happened last year, there was a summer 
drought, they can't cope with it nearly as well as when they have 
had to work hard in their early days. Animals which have been 
reared too soft are in like case; and spoilt children have been 
cruelly unprepared for the trials which await them in later life. 
Of course, there are limits to the stress we can endure but what 
I like to call 'healthy stress' is the best possible training for 
life which isn't - and so far as I can make out, isn't meant to 
be - a bed of roses for any of us. Indeed, there are very few 
disasters - or near-disasters - which cannot be turned to 
advantage in one way or another by those who are survivors. 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE: Mrs Molly Timbrell has very kindly agreed 
to undertake the task of bringing up to date the entries of the 
names of those parishioners whose ashes are interred in the 
Garden of Remembrance, and to carry on this work in the future. 

Relations who would like entries to be made should send requests 
to Mrs Wilson, at the Vicarage, Temple Guiting. Full names and 
dates should be supplied. The fee for each entry will be £1.00. 

Heretical query: why not also the names of those whose remains 
have been interred without cremation? 

THE PRINCE AND THE ARCHITECTS: Some of you may have heard or 
read that the Prince of Wales, invited to address members of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects at their lSOth anniversary 
dinner, delivered a fascinating diatribe against the Modern 
Movement in architecture - and thus really put the cat among the 
pigeons. The reverberations continue and are likely to continue 



for some time, because he touched upon various matters of deep 
concern to all of us who love good buildings but may differ as to 
what is good in given context. This is absolutely splendid. All 
such matters should be discussed and thought about, not only by 
professional architects and those of us who are deeply concerned 
about architecture, but by all who live in and are surrounded by 
buildings. Which means practically everyone. 

The Prince made some pungent comments on certain horrors now 
proposed for London, but he also tackled problems which affect 
people everywhere, even in Guiting and other villages. I quote 
"To be concerned about the way people live; about the environment 
they inhabit and the kind of community that is created by that 
environment should surely be one of the prime requirements of a 
really good architect. It has been most encouraging to see the 
development of community architecture as a natural reaction to 
the policy of decamping people to new towns and overspill estates 
where the extended family patterns of support were destroyed and 
the community life was lost". And he went on to stress the need 
for architects to become involved with the people who are to 
occupy the houses t~ey design. 

How right he is! And how right, too, to emphasise the need to 
keep a human scale where people live and work. Modern 
architecture has often, in my judgment, been superb in catering 
for machines - and doubtless, too, for computers; it has come 
badly unstuck when dealing with human beings. Indeed one of its 
first exponents, Le Corbusier, used to speak of a house "as a 
machine for living in". But we aren't machines - and that is the 
rub. Houses are for organisms, human organisms. And that 
perhaps is why they, too, have to adapt and be adapted to change. 
All of us need both continuity and change; sometimes we want the 
one, sometimes the other, but we need both. And our houses 
reflect those needs, or should do. Life means adaptation for all 
living beings; adaptability and adaptativeness are the means 
whereby we survive. 

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE TRUST: Will people £!ease send their 
requests or complaints or whatever to the Trust at the Estate 
Office, and not to Mrs Day or to me personally? Or if they wish, 
telephone the off ice on Monday, Wednesday or Friday mornings. We 
have all of us more than enough to cope with without being 
interrupted or being expected to deal personally with this or 
that at any odd time. Everything will be attended to regularly, 
given this cooperation. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

JULY 

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9. 30-12. 00 
Youth Club 7.00-9.00p.rn. 

Tuesday Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.rn. 
Brownies 

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 
Badminton Club 7.30p.rn. 

Thursday Day Centre 12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9. 30-12. 00 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30p.rn. 

Sunday Badminton Club 7.30p.rn. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JULY 

Wednesday 4th Cricket - Winchcornbe 2nd Xl Away 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30p.rn. 

Wednesday llth Cheery Club - Mrs Bulteel's 
Garden Meeting. Meet in Square 3.00p.rn. 

Cricket - Malcolm Thomas Xl Horne 

W.I. Meeting - Talk & Exhibition 7.30p.rn. 
on Embroidery - Mrs Jane Rainbow 

Wednesday 18th Cricket - West Midland Farmers Away 

Thursday 19th Cricket Club - Wine & Cheese 
Party - at The Green, by kind 
permission of Mr & Mrs Lamb 

Wednesday 25th Cricket - Great Rissington 

MUSIC FESTIVAL 20th - 29th 

7-8.30p.rn. 

Away 



ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH! 

Sunday July lst 

July 8th 

July lSth 

July 22nd 

July 29th 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday July lSth 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday School 

Sunday July lst 

8th 

CHURCH SERVICES 

GUITING POWER 

Holy Communion 

Evensong 

Matins 

Evensong 

Evensong 

Holy Communion 

Every Sunday 

Evening Service 

Evening Service 

11.lSa.m. 

6.00p.m. 

11.lSa.m. 

6.00p.m. 

6.00p.m. 

6.00p.m. 

11.00a.m. 

6.00p.m. 

6.00p.m. 

lSth NO Evening Service - Anniversary Service 
at Arlington. 

22nd Evening Service 6.00p.m. 

22nd Family Service 11.00a.m. 

29th Evening Service 6.00p.m. 
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MRS HARTLAND: Mrs Hartland has had to have a quite unexpected 
operation, from which she seems to be making a good recovery. 
But she does not yet know when she will be allowed to return to 
work, and it is quite likely that she will have to go slow for a 
time even when she i s. I am carry i n g on w i t h the e s sent i a 1 book­
wo r k (there being no one else who is familiar with our somewhat 
complex organisations) most of which I find it easiest to do at 
home. I go to the off ice at least once every day and messages 
left there will have the attention of whoever is concerned ~ith 
them. 

GAZETTE: The rest of this Gazette will be taken up with notices 
wh ich we have been asked to publish, as follows: 

PARISH COUNCIL MESSAGES: 

BULKY REFUSE COLLECTION. 

There is to be a collection of bulky household refuse on Monday 
20th August. Anyone wishing for a call to be made should 
telephone Moreton (0608) 50881 at least one week before the 
collection date, giving their name, address and nature of refuse 
to be collected. 

CIVI L DEFENCE 

The County Council are urging parishes to prepare .a Survival Plan 
in connection with Civil Defence. The Civil Defence Advisor for 
this parish is Miss Suzanne Miles, who over the past few months 
has undergone training. Volunteers from the parish are now 
required - male and female - who are willing to form teams to 
deal with problems such as: homeless and welfare; medical and 
first aid; and emergency feeding arrangement should an emergency 
arise within the Parish. 

Suzanne, or any member of the Parish Council, will be pleased to 
he ar from anyone who would be interested in giving their 
services. 

SPECIAL COMSTABLES: 

The Gloucestershire Constabulary are appealing for Special 
Constables for the Stow-on-the-Wold Sub-Division. tcandidates 
should be between 18! - 30 years of age at least 5'8" (men) and 
5'4" (women) tall, physically fit and of goo~ character. They 
should have a genuine interest in policing and commitment to the 
service of the community and willing and able to devote a 
considerable amount of time and effort to their training and 
duties as a Special Constable. In the first instance please 
contact the local Police Station. 

BURGLARIES IN DWELLINGS: 

The Gloucestershire Constabulary have asked for extra care to be 
taken to prevent house burglaries. 



In 1983 there were about 400,000 burglaries in the country 
involving losses to the public of property valued at well over 
£100 million. 

The message is very clear - lock and secure your property. 

The Police need help from all sectors of the community to make 
their property secure, and they appeal to everyone to keep their 
ears and eyes open and to telephone the Police if they see or 
hear anything which they think is at all suspicious. 

CENTRE FOR THE HANDICAPPED: 

See enclosed appeal. 

ACTIVITIES AFTERNOONS: 

Members of the Parish Council and other volunteers are arranging 
two Activities Afternoons on Tuesdays - August 7th and 28th -
3.30 p.m. - 6.00 _p.m. in the Sports Field for all children 
within the Parish ' between the ages of 4-16 years. (Including 
those who attend Guiting Power School and live outside the 
Parish). (Scarecrows Party i.e. old clothes!). 

Raymond Cochrane 



CENTRE FOR THE HANDICAPPED (North Cotswolds) 

March 1984 

The Centre was set up three years ago to provide instruction in a 
wide range of craft work, with the added benefit of companionship, for 
people suffering from varying degrees of physical disability. 

* Sessions are at present held every Tuesday 

* The Organisation is a Registered Charity 

* Staffing is entirely by volunteers 

* No grant is being received from any statutory body 

At present we can function on only one day a week, and are restricted 
to a maximum of 30 members. Their conditions include multiple sclerosis, 
rheumatoid and other fonns of arthritis, and stroke. The age range is 
from 18 to 86 years. 

With the increasing demand for places, we have outgrown the accom­
modation and facilities et present available to us at Bourton-on-the­
water, through the generosity of the Royal British tegion Branch. 

We have plans for the erection of a building at .Bourton-on-the-water 
with comprehensive facilities including a well equipped workshp~, at a 
total cost of £45,000. Of this we have so far, raised £39 ,OOO .. To keep 
within the present estimate, we need to reach our target this year. 

To this end we are mounting a major fund-raising effort, invol:ving 
the towns and villages which we serve in the North Cotswolds. 

We have neither the courage nor the resources to take part in a 
sponsored free fall parachute d•?scent - but we do have the nerve to ask 
you for your financial support. Please help to give our building fund 
the boost it needs for lift-off. 

Dr. A.D.Rowlands (Chairman) 
Turkdean, Northleach, Glos. Telephone: 045 16 683 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

AUGUST 

Thursday Day Centre 12 noon 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN AUGUST 

Sunday 5th Cricket Match v. Asians Away 

Tuesday 7th ACTIVITIES AFTERNOON 3.30 - 6 p.m. 

Wednesday 8th Horticultural Society 1 p.m. 

Sunday 12th Cricket Match v. 
Cheltenham Cavaliers Home 

Saturday 18th FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 

Sunday 19th Cricket Match v. Grey-
hound Cavaliers Away 

Wednesday 22nd I Cheery Club - Castlett 

- 0 Street Gardens 3 p.m. 

Sunday 26th Cricket Match v. George 
Bence team. 

Tuesday 28th ACTIVITIES AFTERNOON 3.30 - 6 p.m. 

CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

SERVICES FOR AUGUST 

Sunday, August lst Holy Communion 11.15 a.m. 

Sunday, August 8th Evening Prayer 6.00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 15th Morning Prayer 11.15 a.m. 

Sunday, August 22nd Evening Prayer 6.00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 29th Holy Communion 6. 00 p.m. 

ST FAITH'S! FARMCOTE 

Sunday, August lst Evening Prayer 3. 00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 15th Holy Communion 9.00 p.m. 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday Sunday School 11.00 a.m. 

Evening Service 6.00 p.m. 



No. 93 GUI'l'ING POWER September, 1984 

HARVEST, 1984: We haven't, as I write, got all our harvest in, 
having still four fields of wheat to carry; rain stopped play 
last week. But we now know that we have broken all records for 
yields and quality and that in spite of drought conditions. 
Having said that, I must also say that, given the drought, we 
have been very lucky, as compared with many others, in that such 
rain as we did have came just in time to prevent serious damage -
at the end of May, at the end of June and at the beginning of 
August. 

Judging by trailer weights - usually slightly pessimistic - we 
averaged 4 8 • 5 3 cwt s . to the acre for our w i n t er ba r 1 e y and 4 4 . 3 8 
cwts. for our spring barley. The wheat, so far, is averaging 
56.67 cwts. There has been a marked improvement in the wheat 
protein, and in the nitrogen level (which has to be low) of the 
malting barleys. All this shows that we are on the right track, 
even if we have not yet reached our full potential - which we 
haven't. 

Cotswold farming is a tricky business - far more so than farming 
lower land and deeper soils. Some 150 years ago, Cobbett Cwho 
came from Surrey) opined that the Cotswolds were a dead loss 
agriculturally - being cold with shallow and unproductive soil. 
It was only during the Great War that one or two pioneers - such 
as Mr Webster Cory at Notgrove on a large farm, and the 
Hendersons on a small one at Enstone, found that they could grow 
decent crops with the help of intensive poultry. The limestone 
sub-soil means that the land is seriously deficient in nitrogen 
and poultry manure is always high in nitrogen. George Henderson 
described his land as 'hungry, grateful and forgetful' which puts 
the situation very well - unless, that is, we can improve its 
memory. That, to me, is the great issue: can we, by good 
husbandry, step up the fertility of our soils so that they can 
yield well and, even more important, resist the hazards of 
drought on the one hand and, even worse, excessive rain on the 
other. 

Coming as I did from 25 years' of farming on vale land, heavily 
stocked, I feared that up here we were condemned to yields of a 
couple of tons per acre of wheat and thirty hundred-weights of 
barley. This low input low yield regime could work provided that 
costs remained low - which they haven't done - and prices 
(doubled in 1973} remained reasonably high - which they haven't. 
In fact, the price of corn has halved in real terms since 1973, 
and, as we all know, is going down further. So we have to run 
very fast to keep in the same place, and double - yes, double -
our productivity. Which is quite a challenge. 

Apart from good farming practices, the key lies in the use of 
nitrogen to increase yields. But the timing of its application 
is all-important for quality. Like most people, we have not been 
generous enough to wheat and sometimes far too generous too late 
for barley. Farmers generally have been scared of using too much 
nitrogen lest crops get laid and lush growth leads to disease 
problems. These fears have a real basis, but much more so, I 
think, on low-lying land than o·n the hills where cold and wind 
keep crops healthier. 



These last two years we have had trials on our high land 
conducted by ADAS, which have already taught us a great deal 
about the quantity and the timing of nitrogen applications. Last 
year we had a very wet spring; this year a very dry one; so we 
have had the benefit of their results in differing conditions. 

We hope that, with this help, we can change gear on our hills 
into a much more productive level. As for the 'forgetfulness', 
we look to the help of deep-rooting crops such as wheat, and to 
the intensive stocking of leys by Messrs. Christensen. In these 
ways, we hope to get all our land into the 'habit of growing good 
crops' which will carry on even if plentiful supplies of Nitram 
are no longer available. 

SPECIAL CONSTABLES: A nice photograph in the Echo supplement of 
Guiting 'Specials' during 'the second war. This shows half-a­
dozen at least - of those we remember well, though sadly all, I 
think, have since died. Most of them are wearing medals or 
ribbons from the First War - a good record. 

~RS HARTLAND: Mrs Hartland, I am glad to say, has made a rapid 
and successful recovery from her operation and came back to work 
two days a week as soon as the medics would let her., though still 
somewhat tired. She hopes to be back for her usual three days a 
week soon. 

APPLICATIONS FOR HOUSES: We usually get a spate of these 
whenever one of our houses falls vacant. People either don't 
know, or forget, that we have a waiting list; and I wish that 
some people would not raise false hopes for people outside our 
area who aren't eligible for our waiting list. All this apart, 
we usually take advantage of vacant possession to carry out some 
improvements that can't be made while a house is occupied; this 
sometimes means that a house has to remain empty until we have 
time to deal with it. We are chock-a-block with work at the 
moment, especially as we have had to do much at 8, Latimer Court 
for Mark Adams. And because we are having completely to replace 
the roofing tiles at the Ryman bungalow; its red clay tiles, 
dating from 1939, were disintegrating. 

In addition to these hold-ups, we have been forced to become much 
more choosy about tenancies, having made a few mistakes in the 
past. Some young people today are far from responsible and give 
us cause for concern as tenants. I should also mention that 
al though we do want to keep numbers up for the school, the fact 
that an applicant may have, or be about to have, a family, does 
not ensure their getting a tenancy, even if they are on our 
waiting list. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

September 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Pre-School Play group 
(Term starts Sept Sth) 

Badminton N.C.B.C. 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Day Centre 
Badminton Club 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 

Badminton Club 

9.30-12.00 

7.30 p.m. 

9.30-12.00 

12 noon 

9.30-12.00 

7.30 p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 2nd 

Wednesday 5th 

Sunday 9th 

Wednesday 12th 

Sunday 16th 

Wednesday 19th 

Sunday 23rd 

Wednesday 26th 

Sunday 30th 

Cricket vs. St. Stephens 

Cheery Club - Tea with 
Miss Neale - meet in Square 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Cricket vs. Prestbury 

W.I. Meeting. Diamonds: 
Mr Nigel Dimmer: Competition: 
Piece of Antique Jewellery 

Cricket vs. Stratford Bands 

Cheery Club 

Cricket vs. Longborough 

Harvest Tea - Baptist Church 

Horticultural Society 

Cricket vs. Ryworth Sunday XI 

Home 

3.15 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. 

Away 

7.30 p.m. 

Home 

2.30 p.m. 

Away 

5.00 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. 

Home 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday 2nd Holy Communion 
Sunday 9th Evening Prayer 
Sunday 16th Morning Prayer 
Sunday 23rd NO SERVICE (see Farmcote) 
Sunday 30th Evening Prayer 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday 
Sunday 

lSth 
23rd 

Holy Communion 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Call Parishes welcome) 

11.15 a.m. 
6.00 p.m. 

11.15 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

9.00 a.m. 
3.00 p.m. 

This Service will be conducted by the Bishop of Tewkesbury. 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday 23rd 

Sunday School 11. 00 
Evening Service 6.00 

Harvest Festival 6.00 
Continued on Wednesday Sept 26th 
Tea in the Village Hall 5.00 
Service in the Chapel 7.00 

Chairman: Rev. H.T.D. Clements 
Speaker: Rev. A. Jestice CKidlington) 

a.m. 
p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 
p.m. 
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MANUAL AND NON-MANUAL WORK: The constitution of the Labour Party, I 
understand, distinguishes between those who work with their hands and those 
who work with their brains. As that party should know, this distinction is 
utterly absurd, not to say insulting. It is one which only 'stupid 
intellectuals' could make. Do they suppose that a craftsman doesn't use 
his brains, or that a copy typist, who only gets her fingers dirty changing 
typewriter ribbons, is superior to a skilled gardener? Nothing could be 
more 'manual' than the work of a surgeon, one of the most highly-valued 
(and highly-paid) professions, and few jobs must be more boring and 
frustrating than those of bureaucrats. What about actors who, if they are 
good, act with their entire bodies as well as minds? Or orchestral 
conductors who probably owe their longevity to the intense physical 
exercise their job entails? 

A distinction can indeed be made between the jobs in which one gets one's 
hands dirty, and those in which one doesn't, but this has nothing 
whatsoever to do with ability and should have nothing to do with status. 
Admittedly, one cannot very well go out to the theatre, say, with one's 
hands covered with muck or oil, and it takes a hell of a time to get either 
out of one's finger-nails, as I well knew in my pre-Guiting days. (Why on 
earth can't the ingenuity to invent micro-chips be used to make an aerosol 
spray which would make that chore quick and easy?). But although surgeons 
use very thin rubber gloves to avoid infections - as they must - I feel 
sure that they would prefer not to use these if it were possible. The 
human fingers are extremely sensitive, and even such gloves must somewhat 
reduce that sensitivity. What real gardener uses gloves except for 
removing nettles and thistles? 

No - all these puerile distinctions should be abolished. The only 
distinction which may have to be retained - at least for a time - lies 
between those who are content to do repetitive jobs - which may or may not 
involve specialised skills - without being interested in the whys and 
wherefores, or the results of their labours; and those who feel frustrated 
or bored if they can't think of ways to do them better. The distinction 
lies between those with "satiable curtiosity" and those who simply want to 
be told what to do and to be allowed to get on with it. I well remember a 
chap of mine who came to Fresden as a garden boy. He was a good and 
conscientious worker, and come the Second War, I taught him to plough. He 
became a very good tractor driver, carrying out all arable cultivations 
skilfully. But he once complained to another member of staff: 'I wish the 
boss would tell me what to do without telling me why he wants it done'. He 
was physically energetic but mentally lazy. Or else, as can happen only 
too easily, the natural curiosity he must have had as a child had been 
stifled - a terrible crime of which many parents are guilty. 

On the other hand, there can be a sort of inverted snobbery whereby people 
think others aren't working if they are only thinking, reading, or writing. 
All these snobberies have dire consequences because they inhibit our 
respect for each other's jobs and activities. And respect is the only 
proper basis for any human relationship whatsoever. Of which more anon. 

MRS MABEL PHILLIPS: A party for Mrs Mabel Phillips' 80th birthday was 
held, (jointly, I understand) by the P.C.C. and the Cheery Club at the 
Farmers' Arms last month. Mrs Phillips, as we all know, has had to stay at 
Bourton after an illness, but she stood up well to the festivities and 
thoroughly enjoyed herself, as did the others present. We send her our 
congratulations and best wishes. 



ARCHAEOLOGY: It has just been established that we have the remains of a 
Roman farmstead on the estate, at what seemed to me to be a most unlikely 
site. Of course there may be others elsewhere, but this fills a gap in the 
history of Guiting. We now know that we have, at various places, evidence 
of human activity from the Middle Stone Age right through the Late Stone 
Age, the Bronze Age, the Iron Age and all the historical periods up to 
today. Which is a rather unusual record. It remains to discover much more 
of each period as may become possible. We are much indebted to Dr Alistair 
Marshall, of Winchcombe, for his recent investigations. 

TV COMMERCIALS: We have just had, and turned down, a request by some TV 
firm to film a bit of Guiting for a 'commercial', as we turned down a 
previous one. It seems to us one thing to allow the BBC to do some 
filming, al though the results can be disappointing as well as rewarding, 
but another to allow Gui ting to be used to promote the sale of a brand of 
margarine. 

CLAIRE FORBES: Congratulations to Claire Forbes for obtaining her City & 
Guilds Certificate in Reprographic Techniques at the Gloucestershire 
College of Arts and Technology. 

ADVANCE NOTICES: The Cheery Club's main fund-raising event, The Autumn 
Fair, is on Saturday, November 3rd, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. Your support 
would be much appieciated. 

SCHOOL TEA i SALE: There will be a Tea and Sale at the School on Friday, 
October 12th at 2 :00 p.m. Christmas cards and gifts will be on sale and 
there will be a Bring and Buy Stall, for which donations will be gratefully 
received. The profits from the Sale will be used to provide Christmas 
Activities for the children. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

OCTOBER 

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9 .30-12. 00 noon 
Youth Club 

Tuesday Ba&ninton N.C.B.C. 7. 30 p.m. 
Brownies 

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30-12.00 noon 
Badminton Club 

Thursday Day Centre 12 .00 noon 
Badminton Club 

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9. 30-12. 00 noon 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 

Sunday Badminton Clubs 7.30 p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN OCTOBER 

Wednesday lOth 

Friday 12th 

Wednesday 24th 

Wednesday 3lst 

Cheery Club 
w. I. Members 

Tea & Sale at School 

Cheery Club - Emmanuel 
Singers (with visitors 
from Ashton House) 

Horticultural Society 

2.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 

2.00 p.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

6 .30 p.m. 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 

Sunday, 7th Holy Canmunion 

Sunday 14th HARVEST FESTIVAL* 

Sunday 2lst MATINS 

Sunday 28th Evening Prayer 

, 

11.15 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

11.15 a .m. 

6.00 p.m. 

*Service to be taken by Canon R. Appleton - Rural Dean. 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday, 2lst Holy Camnunion 9.00 p.m. 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday Sunday School 11.00 a.m. 

Evening Service 6.00 p.m. 
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FEED-BACKS: My remarks last month about manual versus non-manual 
work produced two comments. The first came from the United 
States in the form of a quotation from one John W. Gardner 
(whoever he may be) and runs: 

"The society which scorns excellence in plumbing because plumbing 
is a humble activity and tolerates shoddiness in philosophy 
because it is an exalted activity will have neither good plumbing 
nor good philosophy. Nei t her its pipes nor its theories will 
hold water". 

As one who is a philosopher by training, I could not agree more. 
But I was lucky; had I remained in the intellectual trade I might 
never have got down to the grass-roots. TB and other factors 
brought me back to the land, and when the Second War broke out I 
had to learn my farming the hard way - there was no one I could 
put to ploughing up my grassland so I had to teach myself to do 
the job. It was thus that I learnt to respect the skills of 
those who work the land, and much else besides. The only mistake 
I didn't make in those days was to suppose that any fool could 
farm acceptably well. I am convinced that all intellectuals 
should spend some time doing manual work, whether on the land, 
the shop floor or on building sites. 

The other comment - I don't know from whom it came - was that I 
was getting "political". I couldn't understand this until it was 
pointed out to me that I had mentioned the Labour Party's 
constitution. Here I am unrepentant. I have been a student of 
politics for close on 60 years but it must be well over 40 years 
since I belonged to any political party. So I claim the free 
man's right to criticise all the political parties - which I 
often do - without fear or favour. I have voted for all three at 
different times, according to which I judged best· (or least bad!) 
for the country at the time. To my amusement, my right-wing 
friends think I am a keen socialist and my left-wing ones think I 
am a reactionary Tory! To those who toe any party line, people 
like me are unpredictable and can't be labelled! So all comments 
I make in the Gazette must be read in this context. 

Poli ties aren't - or shouldn't be - only a matter of taking 
sides. Political groups there may always have to be, because 
individuals can't usually get anywhere on their own. But here 
again, there should always be respect for the other fellow's 
point of view; no one person or cause has a monopoly of virtue 
and underneath the most stupid intransigeance - I think of Master 
Scargill and his lawless arrogance - there is usually to be found 
some genuine grievance or misunderstanding which deserves 
imaginative sympathy. Unfortunately this kind of situation is 
liable to be exploited by demagogues of the right and of the left 
- and where demagogy is concerned, there is seldom much to choose 
between the two ... Demogogues don't respect those they set out to 
influence. 

MRS MABEL PHILLIPS: We are asked to say that Mrs Phillips wishes 
to thank everyone who went to her party and those who gave her 
the lovely fruit, flowers and many other presents she received at 
that time. 



MARK ADAMS: I was very glad to have a letter from Mark, 
expre s sing his thanks to the Trust and Eric Sharratt, John 
Robbins and company for their superb conver s i on of 8, Latimer 
Court f or his use. He will now be able increasingly to become 
independent, and before long we hope he will be able to hold down 
a sui t able and decent job. He is able to get about Guiting 
remarkably well, thanks to the care and traini ng he received at 
Salisbury and to the light-weight chair which, at horrifying 
expense, was obtained for him through the efforts of many people 
and organisations in Guiting. He looks forward to having a 
specially adapted car, helped by his old school. We send him our 
best wishes for his future prospects. 

THE HEALTH SERVICE: Whatever its defects elsewhere - and one 
does hear of many in some other areas - it seems that we here in 
the Cotswolds are extremely lucky in the service we get. I have 
never heard anything but good of Bourton Ho spi tal (where Mrs 
Phil l ips is being cared for); everything was done to help Mark 
Adams, Andrew Timms and other accident victims; and our &Jctors 
are most considerate of any patients they have. Mr Day, who as 
you know has recently had a heart attack, cannot speak too highly 
of t he medical attention he was given in the middle of the night 
or of the care he had in the cardiac unit at Cheltenham General 
Hospital. This is indeed good and I think i s generally 
recognised. 

APPLICATIONS FOR HOUSES: Will all those who want to go onto our 
waiting-list, and think they may be eligible for i t, please WRITE 
to The Secretary, Guiting Manor Amenity Trust, Estate Office, 
Guiting Power? They won't get any preferential treatment by 
writing or telephoning to me; indeed they run the risk of having 
the ir request ignored or delayed. I have no houses to let. 
Neither has the Trust at the moment, since it is or will be busy 
carryi ng out improvements to any houses which have become vacant. 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETIN:iS 
To be held at the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

NOVEMBER 

Monday 

·ruesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Sunday 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Badminton N.C.B.C. 
Brownies 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Day Centre 
Badminton Club 

Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 

Badminton club 

9.30-12.00 noon 

7.30 p.m. 

9.30-12.00 noon 

12.00 noon 

9. 30-12. 00 noon 

7.30 p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER 

Saturday 3rd CHEERY CLUB AUTUMN FAIR 2.30-4.00 p.m. 

Wednesday 7th PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 14th w. I. Annual General Meeting 
Film: Wildlife Association 7.30 p.m. 

Saturday 17th BROWNIES'JUMBLE SALE 2.00-4.00 p.m. 

Wednesday 2lst Cheery Club Lunch Party 12.15 p.m. 
at the Farmers Arms 

Saturday 24th PLAYGROUP CHRIS'IMAS FAIR 2.00 p.m. 
"Santa's Grotto" 

Wednesday 28th Cheery Club - film about 2.30 p.m. 
The Dikler 
Horticultural Society 7.30 p.m. 
(in Tea Room) 



CHURCH SERVICES 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER 

Sunday 4th Holy Canmunion 

Sunday llth Evening Prayer 

Sunday 18th MATINS 

Sunday 25th Evening Prayer 

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE 

Sunday 4th Holy Canmunion 

Sunday 18th Holy Communion 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every Sunday Sunday School 
Except November llth 

Every Sunday Evening Service 

Sunday lst Brownie Parade Service 

11.15 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

11.15 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

9.00 a.m. 

9.00 a.m. 

11.00 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 

10.15 a.m. 
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SPORTS FIELD, USES AND ABUSES: Yet once more, we have complaints 
about the field being used, not just for exercising dogs which we 
have always approved of, but for what I might call a public 
convenience for dogs at the expense of other users of the ' field. 
This is not fair to them or us. So far as I know, it has always 
been people living in Tally-ho Lane whose dogs have been allowed 
thus to offend, and all these people have their own gardens and 
easy access to the rough grass verge along Hawling Road. Of 
course one realises that when exercising, dogs will leave a mess 
at times, but this is not serious. What is serious is when their 
owners take them, or allow them onto thef ield, for the express 
purpose of defaecation, and this usually in certain small areas. 
If this nuisance persists, as I much hope it won't, we shall have 
seriously to consider prohibiting dogs from any access at all. 
Which would be a great pity for local dog owners and their dogs; 
we are concerned, and always have been, that since we cannot 
allow dogs off the leash on our farm land, there should be 
somewhere where they can run free. 

Let me say that in 1958 there was no sports field at all, 
although the then tenant of Manor Farm allowed football to be 
played on this same field during the (then much shorter) football 
season. Since this is the only level field near the village, 
there was nowhere for cricket to be played, which seemed to me a 
great pity. So I gave permission - the land belonged to me until 
1974 - for the Cricket Club to use it, free of charge, on 
condit-ion that members look after their pitch and the outfield. 
This they have done, and done very well, ever since. The 
Football Club had similar permission, although of recent year 
they have not had the decency to say "thank you" to the •rrust for 
the use of a field without which they could not play at all. 

Then, gradually, other uses for the field were encouraged. 
Traffic in this dangerous village got worse through the years and 
it seemed important that children, and dogs, should be able to 
play without risk. The school now makes regular use of the 
field, as is proper, and so do the Brownies and the Playgroup. 
So although we must respect the needs of organised games, the 
field has become a general amenity for the village, and we hope 
it may, remain so. It has nothing directly to do with the Village 
Hall, which is a separate charity, and we have never charged for 
its use. The hall was built as it was, however, so that there 
was easy access from it to the field for which it acts as a 
sports pavilion. So long as these facilities are not abused by 
any users, we are happy that things should remain as they are. 
We are not at all happy - indeed we are sickened - by reports of 
selfish abuse of the field by one or two parties at the expense 
of all the others. And being, all of us, dog lovers, we are 
fully aware of the responsibilties which are involved in keeping 
dogs. We are also concerned about those who allow their dogs to 
roam about the village which is very dangerous for the dogs and 
for road users. 



GREENFIELD HOUSE ACTIVITY IN SPAIN: Our friends at Greenfield 
House, now working as a!lindependent charity called the 
International Centre for Conservation Education, have been doing 
their stuff in a big way in Madrid, with audio-visual 
presentations. This was at the 16th Assembly of the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources which was held there in the presence of the King and 
Queen of Spain and the Duke of Edinburgh. I gather that it was 
all a great success but Mr Boulton returned from what was 
certainly not a holiday in a somewhat exhausted state! 

MRS AGGIE RISEBOROUGH: Mrs Riseborough is now recovering from a 
hip: operation to which she had been looking forward for quite a 
long time. We much hope that she will be able to move freely 
again when it is all over and done with. 

GILBERT & SULLIVAN AT GUITING: The Cotswold Savoyards are 
giving-a-concert of extrats from the Gilbert & Sullivan operas 
in the Village Hall on December 15th at 7:45 p.m., the proceeds 
going to charities. I can't think of anyone, whether musical or 
tone deaf, who cannot enjoy these wonderful songs; the tunes are 
delightful and catchy, and the words remain witty and indeed 
appropriate to this or any other age, although written about 100 
years ago. 

Seats can be booked, at £1.50 each, from Mrs Beryl Warwick in 
Castlett Street. 

THIS AMAZING SEASON: Although we have had more than our share of 
rain - would that it had come in the summer! - we can continue to 
have astonishingly mild weather even within a month of Christmas. 
So I have to remind myself that this is the December issue of the 
Gazette and to wish all readers 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR! 

Raymond Cochrane 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
To be held in the Village Hall (unless stated elsewhere) 

DECEMBER 

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 
Youth Club 

Tuesday Badminton N.C.B.C. 
Brownies 

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton Club 

Thursday Day Centre 
Badminton Club 

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 
Badminton N.C.B.C. 

Sunday Badminton Club 

Term ends for Playgroup - 2lst December 1984 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN DECEMBER 

Friday 7th SCHOOL CONCERT 
- No further information 

Wednesday 12th Cheery Club - entertainment by 

9.30-12 noon 
7.00-9 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. 

9.30-12 noon 
7.30 p.m. 

12.00 noon 
7.30 p.m. 

9.30-12 noon 
7.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. 

the children; Christmas Tea Party 1.50 p.m. 

Saturday 15th 

w. I. Party 

THE COTSWOLD SAVOYARDS CHARITY 
CONCER'r OF "GILBERT & SULLIVAN" 

7.30 p.m. 

7.45 p.m. 


