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— THE GUITING GAZETTE

Published by the GUITING MANOR AMENITY TRUST

No. 103 GUITING POWER July, 1985

MIDSUMMER, 1985: Steady rain or drizzle, overcast skies, wind and spring
temperatures. When are we going to get into summer, let alone midsummer?

TIDY VILLAGES: 1 see that the Cotswold Journal (which our edition of the
Evesham Journal now calls itself) has gone to town over Guiting's grizzles
about the Bledisloe Cup judging last year. I wonder if this will do any
good at all? Even 1if it doesn't, we feel a bit better for expressing our
feelings! (Incidentally, I didn't say - and it isn't true - that the
Greens belong to the Trust. They don't — as yet. They are part of the
"manorial waste” and as such still belong to me).

But although people are now very good about keeping vehicles off the Greens
generally, those in Piccadilly are still allowing their friends and
relations to leave their cars at the top of the access road there. I keep
sticking labels on their windscreens to tell them that this is illegal. It
is also most unsightly, and spoils what is a charming picture. They will
force ud to take sternmer measures to protect this amenity. The only excuse
for such parking (as distinct from momentary stopping) 1is where the
vehicles are concerned with servicing. If weeds are plants in the wrong
place, cars parked in the wrong place are also weeds, and weeds are untidy.

BOUNDARY ALTERATIONS: I am of course delighted that the Boundary
Commissioners have decided that there is substance in my claim that my
house — currently the Manor House of Guiting Power - should revert to our
parish, together with a few acres around it, leaving the clear boundary of
Guiting Wood, which no longer belongs to our parish. This 1is surely right
and proper since although it now belongs to me personally (if I gave it to
the Trust I should have to pay a rack rent for it!) it will go to the Trust
after my death, and continue to form part of the Guiting Manor estate
which, because the Trust is a charity, will remain intact. If this were
not so, part of it would have to be sold to pay what used to be called
death duties, now called Capital Transfer Tax.

DAY CENTRE: Mrs Day, who is slowly recovering from a particularly nasty
bug or virus, has made arrangements whereby, with the knowledge and consent
of the county people concerned, Mrs Sylvester will provide the meals for
the Day Centre. This will save the journey to collect them from
Northleach. More importantly, it will mean that the lunches provided can
be better adjusted to members' needs. Recently, it seems that we have had
too much pastry and so forth which does not suit diabetics, or people with
digestive troubles.

CRICKET CLUB: I read that two of our batsmen have been distinguishing
themselves in no uncertain manner in a recent match. Congratulations!

MILLIONS AND BILLIONS: Owing to inflation, the papers are full of such
figures. They now use the American billion - which is 1,000 millions - and
not the British one - which is one million millions. This is sensible
enough since inflation has meant such a vast increase in figures; indeed
these have become quite astronomical during the past 25 years. I
personally divide any figure by 6 or 7 to get back to something
comprehensible, such as the value of the £ in 1960. But even this does not




allow for the enormous increase in some things, such as the price of land,
which has taken place since then.

Even one million is hard to picture, and what we can't picture, we seldom
really understand. It is therefore salutary to remember that less than a
million days have passed since the birth of Christ; in fact, I make it
724,343 days in 8ll. No wonder we all get confused.

TRUST HOUSES: Since it so happened that several of our houses became
vacant this year, we have taken the opportunity to carry out some
improvements to bring them up to date, especially as regards insulation and
heating arrangements. We have also dealt with a few problems of damp-
proofing which can't be done while they are occupied since they involve the
removal of plaster. All are now re-let or just about to be, except for
that behind what was Horne's shop, where we have to alter the door and
windows - and other matters — to bring it into a proper state congruent
with the rest of our houses.

I am glad to see that the main manufacturers of external paints have woken
up to the fact that these crack badly in the sun. We have had much
trouble, especially with south-facing doors, with this. If and when we get
some real summer westher, we shall be dealing with some such which have
suffered; we hope it won't be necessary to repaint these as frequently as
we have had to do.

We have also had Mr Banks do a megger test on pretty well all our houses
except those which have recently had such a test. I am glad to say that
basically all is well; we were very fortunate that PVC cable was available
by 1958, and it has stood the test of time. But we did not then rewire one
house, which had recently been modernised by Mr Washbourn, and this, 1like
the Woolaway bungalow, had been wired with thin rubber-sheathed cable; this
has to be re-wired now. One cannot be too particular about anything to do
with electrics since any poor insulation can so easily cause a fire. As
can carelessness with electrical equipment.

FLOWER FESTIVAL: The PCC regrets that owing to ill-health of the normal
organiser there will be no flower festival this year im July. They thank
all the people who normally help and hope that the festival may be resumed
nest year.

Raymond Cochrane



CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS
To be held in the Village Rall (unless stated elsewhere)

JULY

Monday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30 - 12 noon

Tuesday Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30 p.m.
Brownies

Wednesday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30 - 12 noon
Badminton Club 7.30 p.m.

Thursday Day Centre 12 noon
Badminton Club 7.30 p.m.

Friday Pre-School Playgroup 9.30 - 12 noon

- Badminton N.C.B.C. 7.30 p.m.
Sunday Badminton Club

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JULY

Wednesday 3rd Cheery Club - Castlett Street

Gardens - Meeting 3.00 p.m.
Wednesday 3rd PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30 p.m.
Sunday 7th  Cricket Match vs. Longborough Home
Wednesday 10th W.I. Members Meeting 7.30 p.m.

Friday 12th Cricket Ciub - Annual Wine and
Cheese Party at The Green,
Guiting Power (by kind
permission of Mr & Mrs Lamb).

Tickets £1.00 7-8.30 p.m.
Sunday l4th Cricket Match vs. Hatherley III

X1 Away
Sunday 21st Cricket Match vs. Ryeworth Away

Saturday 20th MUSIC FESTIVAL WEEK



CHURCH SERVICES

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, GUITING POWER

Sunday JULY 7th
14th
21st

28th

Holy Communion
Evensong
Matins

Evensong

ST FAITH'S, FARMCOTE

Sunday July 2l1st

-

BAPTIST CHURCH

Every Sunday
Sunday JULY 7th

14th

218t

28th

‘Holy Communion

Sunday School
Evening Service

Evening Service conducted
by the E.C.0. Singers

Family Service

Evening Service

11.15 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
11.15 a.m.

6.00 p.m.

9.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m.

6-00p.m.

6.00 p.m.
10.45 a.m.

6.00 p.m.
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" THE GUITING GAZETTE

Published by the GUITING MANOR AMENITY TRUST
No. 105 GUITING POWER October, 1985

THE LOST SUMMER OF 1985: It seems simply true to say that this year we had
no real summer, even though we are enjoying summer weather now at the end
of September. And much need, for man and plant and beast. The best
comments I have read were in the Echo recently, when the regional
meterological spokesman, Mr Frank Ford, was quoted as stating that we had
had the wettest summer in Gloucestershire for 63 years (that is, since
1922) and the coolest for 25 years (that is, since 1960). He pointed out
that "other Augusts have been a lot wetter, notably in 1962 when 5.7 inches
fell, over an inch more than this year, but taking the three months
together it has been the wettest since 1912". (Some mistake here, since
1912 was 72 years agoe!). Trees and many plants, especially clematis, have
enjoyed it, as also grass =~ as our mowers know too well. But for us all it
has been depressing, and we can only hope that the belated sunny weather
will carry on well into the autumn.

THE 1985 HARVEST: All this lack of sun and unremitting showers has badly
affected farm crops and has made the harvest - three weeks late - extremely
difficult, tedious and costly. We have had to dry, with heat, not just a
cold blow, nearly all our corn; last year we had only 3 fields of wet corn.
Indeed, I fear that we have been spoilt by good harvest weather for many
years now; I can't myself recall anything so bad since (if memory serves)
1959. I, 4t least, had forgotten just how bad the weather can be at
harvest time.

Qur corn yields are, of course, down on last year's - on average, by about
12%. Our winter wheat, according to trailer weights and calculated by 15%
moisture, comes out at aboeut 52.2]1 cwts. per acre; our spring barley at
38.35 cwts. per acre and our fortunately small amount of winter barley at
39.57 cwts. per acre. It should be said, however, that we have nothing but
Grade 3 land and that over a third of it is over 800', which is the hill
farm threshold; also, that we seek to grow bread wheat and malting barley
which don't produce the best yields. All this means that our results don't
compare unfavourably with those for the whole country, however

~ disappoeinting they may be to us, and we have had very little trouble with
laid corn. What has been a bitter blow is, like everyone else, we have had
poor quality wheat accoerding to the Hagberg test, and though we hope most
of it will go for milling, it is not at all up to our usual standard.

All that said, it has been a most interesting harvest in many respects. We
have indeed had some sad failures, but also some real successes, including
our record yield for wheat, 72.52 ewts. per acre, at over 800' altitude,
although this was after a 2 year ley which had been heavily grazed by
Messrs. Christensen's cattle, and also given some yard muck. It had never
produced a decent yield of corn before. And, surprise, surprise, we got
over 50 cwts. per acre from a small area of spring wheat on land which had
previously grown kale and had been seriously poached by cattle. It was in
such a mess that we wondered if we should plough it up at one time! And we
also had excellent yields of winter barley (53.72 cwts. per acre) and
spring barley (52.58 cwts. ) with new varieties which promise well.

On the other hand, any mistakes we have made have caught us out badly,
which is what bad weather can do. A harmless - indeed a very useful
pasture grass - infested three fields, which produced little more than half
a decent yield. In dry weather the grass would never have had such a
chance. All this is highly, if expensively, educative. If we can bring up
all fields to the standard of the best, we have every hope of weathering
the other storm, namely, the drastic reduction in prices which has hit us
all this year and seems likely to hit even harder in the future. No
feather-bedding here!



I am well aware that all these farming problems no longer interest everyone
in Guiting as they would have done years ago. But the Trust depends very
much on its farm rents for improvements which it could not otherwise
afford, not to mention its conservation poelicy. For example, without
these, there would have been no Latimer Court. And so on.

Finally, I must express our grateful thanks to our farm staff for having
coped with these miserable conditions, and for muscling in on the
preparation of the drilling for next year's winter corn which is now well

advanced.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY: The MEB duly installed a recording voltmeter at the
house where trouble had been experienced. They reported that the supply
was indeed "unsatisfactory" and promised to rectify the matter, which I
hope they have now done. This trouble was at the transformer - the Guiting
North one near the garages behind Well Lane - which was the original
transformer site and which still serves most of the village. As far as I
can make out, only Latimer Court, Greenfield House, the 0ld Manor, the
Church and~the Malt House, together with Tally-ho Lane, the Village Hall
and (I think) the Schoeol, are served by the Guiting South transformer in
Church Road. The bungalows in Winchcombe Road are served by Guiting West,
near our main farm buildings, and the transformer near the Palace. If
anyone is getting unsatisfactory service in any of these areas, we shall be
pleased to teport it to the MEB at Worcester.

KENNEL LEAZOW: There is only one public right of way, a footpath, to
Barton, which skirts a boundary of this field, turning left over the stone
stile. There is no right of way across the field to Moor Cottage (although
the 65-year-o0ld O.S. maps show a footpath). I am told that people have
walked across this field, trampling down grass left for hay or silage.
This is not good enough. We allow people to walk round fields, whether
there are rights of way or not; we cannot allow crops (and grass is a crop)
to be damaged.

ADVANCE NOTICE: The Cheery Club's main fund-raising effort, the'Autumn
Fair, will be on Saturday, November 2nmd, from 2.30 to 4 p.m., in the
Village Hall. All will be most welcome and support much appreciated.

SCHOOL TEA & SALE: There will be a Tea and Sale in the School on Friday,
October 4th, at 2 p.m.. There will be General Stalls, a Trading Table, and
Webb Ivory Christmas items. 15% of proceeds will go to the Village Hall.
Your support is requested.

SCHOOL DOMESDAY PROJECT: The children and staff would like to thank
everyone who helped with the Domesday Project. The work was very
interesting.

Results will be on display in the School from Wednesday, October 2nd to
Friday, October 4th, and they would be very happy if those interested would
visit the school in the afternoons between 1.30 and 3 p.m.

Raymond Cochrane
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